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TO JAMES MAKITTRICK,

ALIAS ADAIR,

JAMES MAKITTRICK ADAIR THEN,

GREETING,

As it is to you, James Makittrick Adair, to

whofe conduct I am obliged, for the very ho-

nourable and refpeclable names, which appear

at the head of the following chapters ; and who

have kindly enabled me (without expence) to

vindicate my character, and to defend my ho-

nour againft a bafe defamer, a vindictive libeller,

and a fcurrilous, indecent, and vulgar fcribbler

;

you are certainly the propereft man exifting, to

addrefs them to ; for it is you, and me ; to

whom alone, they can be interefting. And as

you tell us in the preface to your medical med-

ley, that you enjoy a decent competency; and

that you publifhed that cautious performance

;

not for the fake of profit, but " to make fome
" compenfation for the manifold errors, you
" mull neceflarily have committed, in the

" courfe of near forty years extenfive prac-

tice"
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" tice" * fo I publifli the following corrections,

to expofe, not the " manifold errors" of your

phyfical tranfactions, but the private and dark

mifdoings of your clofet.

Ignorance, might plead fome excufe for your

medical errors, but impudence and difregard to

truth, and juftice, can only account for your

defamatory prefcriptions.

I am ready to allow, that your practice has

been extenfive—it is a great way from the nor-

thern hills of Scotland, to the burning fands

upon the coaft of Africa— it is a great way too,

from the African coaft, to the ifland of Anti-

gua, that lovely fpot, where you gathered the

independent fweets of your retired life, and

therefore as you fo boldly boaft, of the unpal-

atable truths, you have told, and how regardlefs

you are of the confequences ; fo I alfo, take up

my

* This man obtained his boaftcd independence, by black and white

practice, among the Negroes in the Ifland of Antigua, where he was

known, by no other name, than James Makittrick, but as that was

but an awkward name, to go to bed -with, among ivhitepeople, he returned

to England, made a trip to Spa, where he found a very relpeclable

practitioner of phyfic, of the name of Adair, and coufined himfelf, into

bis family name ; in his medical " morceau ' he has taken care to let us

know, that he has feen the bed chamber of the Queen of France, but,

as if that arrid I/land, upon the furface of which, he obtained " his

independence" had been funk by an earthquake, he has omitted to let us

know, that the language, and manners of the Negroes, was the only

living language he could utter a word of, for of the French, he knows

no more than the late learned pig.
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my pen, to expofe your unpalatable falfhoods;

and will prove, that you have dared to write,

to print, and to publifh; not only a vile defa-

matory, and falfe libel, but even to fet at defi-

ance the civil law of this country, by fending

exprefly to me, one of your libels, and writing

upon the title page, that it was for the ufe of

my council! a libel too, of fuch a nature, that

you have forfeited all pretentions to the name

of a gentleman, or to the fociety, or counte-

nance of honeft men, for whatever there may
be found from Scotland, I am convinced, there

is not in the kingdom of England, or Ireland,

a fingle gentleman, * whether of a civil, or

military profeffion, who will not allow, that to

charge an officer, bearing the King's commiffion

in his pocket, with flying from his colours, and

that too, in the hour of action, is not aiming a

deeper blow, to a fufceptible mind, and to an

innocent man; than either lead or iron can im-

prefs; yet you, James Makittrick, ftruck that

deadly blow at my breaft, you ftruck it too, in

the moft cowardly and bafeft manner, for you

ftruck it at a time, that you fuppofed I lay upon

my death bed. Now I believe I may venture

to affert, that a charge of cowardice, or even

an infinuation of it, on a military man, is

deemed

* Gcjitlemen Biack Legs are excepted



vi DEDICATION.

deemed a matter of as much delicacy, as that

of defaming the character of a virtuous woman,

I therefore, call upon you James Makittrick,

alias Adair, to tell the publick, what punifti-

ment you would think due to a man, were he

to write, to print, and privately difperfe ; five

hundred pamphlets, as you have done, ftating

therein, that your daughter, who, for aught I

know, is of unfullied fame, and as chafte as

{he may be fair; had been debauched at An-

tigua, by a Negroe Have; that fhe had been

delivered of a Mulatto child, and that you had

quitted that Ifland; returned to this, and here

taken upon you, a new name, at the age of

above threescore, in order, the better to con-

ceal, the lewd and wanton conduct of your

daughter, # " that a gentleman of refpeclable

" character

ExtraB from James Afackittrick's Libel.

* " With refpeft to your oivn narrative, of the flight of you, and

" your Friends, from the runaway negroes, I have better authority than

" yours. A gentleman of refpe<ftable character, who had long refided

" in Jamaica, related the (lory very cucumftantially, tofeveralperfoni

" in Bath— Th had the fole command of the party, and having

" confulted his perfcnal fafety by an early retreat, the Serjeant defeated

" the negroes, and carried lcveralof themprifoners to the guard-houfe,

'•' almoft as foon as the officer had told his dreadful tale of blood, flaughter

"and defeat." Now who is, and where is, that refj>cBable gentleman,

is ho told this tale fo ciicumilantially? where is one of thofe fewral

gentlemen in Bath, to whom he told it? no where! there is but one man,

who faid it, and thou wretch art that man; for thou haft faid it, writ-

1-n it. and jfTallin ai thou art, hath printed and dilperfed it.
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" character, who had long refided at Antigua,

" related the ftory at Bath, very .circumi\.n-

" tially, to feveral perfons," and that this was

the caufe of your running away from Antigua,

quitting the only name you had been known by

for upwards of three fcore years, and taking

upon you that of Adair ; and yet your falfe

charge againft my honour and character, is in-

finitely more criminal, becaufe your daughter's

innocence could have been proved by an hun-

dred living witneffes, but you have dared to go

back a compleat half century, to charge me
with the moft difgraceful conduct, a military

officer could be guilty of; and for which, I was

liable to fuffer death ; and you have taken that

diftant period, falfely to accufe me, in hopes,

that I am the only furvivor of my own difgrace;

and that I ihould be unable to refute your

wicked charge, and expofe you to that univer-

fal contempt, which is due to fo vile a trans-

action ; for not content, with holding me out,

merely as a fugitive, to avoid perfonal danger,

by flying from my colours
; you have placed

me in a ftill more infamous light, and humi-

liating condition, by afferting that I was found,

boafting of my own perfonal prowefs, at the

very inftant, that my victorious Sergeant (from

whom I had fled
N

. returned, furrounded with

prifoner^
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prifoners, and wearing upon his brow, thofe

laurels I had fo fhamefully blafted. The feeble

powers of my agitated mind, render me un-

able to exprefs the indignant contempt to fobafe^

fo wicked, and fo infamous a contrivance, but

if I fhew (and I am sure I can) that I had

not thefole command,—that I did not run away,

—that no prifoners were taken,—no victory ob-

tained, I am fure alfo, that every man of honor,

fenfe, and humanity, will hold your name, whe-

ther it be James Makittrick, or James Adair,

in abhorrent contempt, and agree with me ;

that there is no language, no afperity, I could

have made ufe of, that I might not juftly em-

ploy, to expofe fo bafe a caluminator. It is

attention therefore to my very refpeclable fub-

fcribers, and I flatter myfelf alfo to many ref-

pectable readers, of the following meets ; that

I have confined my language to you, within

the pale of decency ; for if you could fuppofe,

that your " medical morceau" would become

a fafhionable c: powdering book" and that

every fine gentleman and lady muft make it a

toilette piece of furniture, fure I may humbly

venture to hope, that thefe memoirs, may be

coniidered, as a proper pickle to preferve that

farrago of lelf conceit, affuminff arrogance,

matchlels
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matchlefs impudence, and daring falfhoods,

which fo ftrongly mark all your writings.

John, Duke of Marlborough, one of the

greateft Generals, and one of the ableft ftatef-

men of the times he lived in, and who was

well acquainted with the human heart ; always

gave a young officer who difcovered any fym-

toms of fear, the firft time of being in action,

a fecond tryal : and his grace obferved, that in

general, they became good officers : now in the

action, from which you have fo falfely charged

me with -flying ; I was a raw unexperienced

boy, it was the firft time I ever had

been expofed, to the fire of an enemy, and

when I found myfelf (without one moments

previous intimation; furrounded by a volley of

fhot, poured down from the fide of a fteep

mountain, coming from an invifible enemy,

and when I had not even a weapon of defence

in my hands, and faw. my men bleeding at my
feet, at which inftant more than two thirds

of our party inftantly run away ; I knew

too that the fire came not from a generous

enemy, who would, if they conquered, give us

quarters and treat us with humanity, but that it

came from a crew of the moft favage and bru-

tal race of men upon the habitable globe, and

whom
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whom I alfo knew, often tied their prilbners to

flakes, and encouraged their children, to treat

them with every wanton cruelty they could de-

vife, even to that of cutting from them their

own flefli, and compelling them to eat it, I will

not fay therefore that if the fole command had,

at that time, been vefted with me, that I mould

not have fought my own perfonal fafety by

flight, as two thirds of my companions had

juft done ; but as my commanding officer did

not, I ftood by him, and with him too, for

many hours, and if his high ideas of military

honor had not overcome his judgment, and

good fenfe, he certainly would have retired alfo,

when he perceived, that he was abandoned, by

two thirds of his men, and when there was no

more probability, of conquering the enemy

;

than there was of removing the mountain, on

which they were concealed. In the following

pages, I {hall prove, that the whole ftory is the

production of our own head, and the promul-

gation of your wicked heart, and that the vile

tale, originated with the publifher, you James

Makittrick, alias Adair.

, The late Mr. Ford, a gentleman well ac-

quainted with the law, and the modes of dif-

covering, and detecting infamous villains, was

fent
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fent for by a foreign minifter, to trace a vil-

lain who had forged his name, and drawn large

fums out of the hands of his banker, Mr.

Ford, obferving that the forged notes, were all

fpelt according to auricular orthography, in-

ftantly conceived, that the forgery was com-

mitted by a foreigner, and foon after, ftrongly

fufpecled, the minifter's own fecretary, (then

prefent) to be the forger, with that man how-

ever he was left by the minifter, to confider

what were the moil prudent fteps to- be taken,

to make a difcovery, after a little converfation

between them, Mr. Ford propofed inferting

advertifements, in all the public papers, offering

therein a reward to the difcoverer, to which

the fecretary very readily agreed; but Mr. Ford,

under the pretence of having left his fpeclacles

at home, delired the fecretary to write, and

that he would dictate, and fo contrived it, that

he introduced, into the advertifement, every

word, which in the forged drafts had been fpelt

according to auricular orthography, and as

every word tallied to a tittle, Mr. Ford retired,

fatisfied in his own mind., that he had difco-

vered the man ; the advertifements were how-

ever printed in the public papers, and about a

fortnight afterwards, Mr. Ford waited upon

the minifter, but found only the fecretary at

home



xii DEDICATION.

home. After mutual civilities, Mr. Ford placed

himfelf near, and aimoft vis a vis to the fecre-

tary, who afked him whether he difcovered the

forger ? Mr. Ford looking the fecretary fted-

faftly in the face, replied,—I have ; he then per-

ceived fuch a fudden change of countenance,

that as foon as the fecretary had fo far recovered

his alarm, as to aik him, who is the man ? Mr.

Ford, clapping his hand violently upon the

knee of the fecretary, faid you fir,, are the

man ! confcious guilt ftruck him to the foul,

and the window being near and open, he in-

flantly jumped out, and impaled himfelf upon

the iron rails before the door ! Now James

Makittrick Adair, go thou and do fo likewife,

FOR THOU ART THE MAN.



AN OCCASIONAL

INTRODUCTION.

ibHOULD any book come from the prefs, at

a time that fo great a national calamity has

befel us, without offering up our prayers to

God to remove it ? I think not ; efpecially when

I fee with the deepeft concern, that inftead of

our uniting in fupplicating the Almighty to

strengthen us, we feem threatened with ftill

greater calamities !

!

I will therefore fuppofe, that there exifted no

abfolute law of this land, that if the father of

a family was rendered by the vifitation of God,

unable to manage his eftate, or to govern his

houfhold ; but who had a fon of full age, and

abilities to govern for him, till it mould pleafe

God to reftore his father to his former health,

and
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and ftate of mind ; a fet of ftrangers fliould

take poffeilion of his houfe and eftates ; and fay

t» the fon, " Go hence, we have an equal right

with you ! no law exifts to deprive us of the

power we affume, and therefore we will exer-

cife it." Suppofe then the aftonifhed fon obtains

a power to convene a council of wife and honeft

Judges to eftablifh the law of right ; what

would be their decifion ? would they not una-

nimoufly fay, let the law of God, and of na-

ture, take place ; let the fon who is to inherit

his father's fortune when he dies, manage it

during his parents incapacity. It is his inheri-

tance, and he is the moft likely to govern it

with prudence, difcretion, and moderation.

How much more important then is it, when

iuch a matter is to be determined for a Father,

not only of a family, but of a great and mighty

Kingdom ? Shall the fon of our unfortunate

Monarch, be fhut out of that temporary power

over thefe Kingdoms, and that houfehold to

which he is the legal inheriter ? God forbid.

I am fure all loyal fubjecls will fay, God for-

bid ; it is the voice of nature ; it is the law

of God, and it is the only reafon that the law

6f man has not been exercifed to confirm it ; it

would be flying in the face of God and na-

ture,
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ture, to controul it. This is not fubtile Lo-

gical, Oratorial language, but it is I hope and

believe, the language which will imprefs every

honeft man's bofom who reads it, for it is un-

adorned truth. I will not, though I am pof-

fefied of fufficient matter, point out the great

mind and elevated underftanding of the Prince,

who muft be called upon to exercife the powers

of Sole Regent, or I could fhew how for-

tunate it is for the nation, that while our

Kingly Father is incapacitated to govern

;

his Princely fon will hold the reins with dig-

nity to the high station he is called to, and

with fatisfactton to his royal Father's loyal

subjects.

THE AUTHOR.

Dec. the %Stb, 1 7 88.





MEMOIRS
AND

ANECDOTES
O F

PHILIP THICKNESSE.

CHAP. I.

WELL knowing of what compolition all

mankind are compofed, and that however dif-

ferent our coming into Life, or pafling through

it may vary ; that there is no difference between

us at the moment of quitting it ; I hope to be

excufed, if I deal freely and openly with that

part of mankind, whom it has been my lot in

life to have been connected with—to converfe

with—or to correfpond with ; I mean I fay,

B to
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to deal freely, openly, and candidly; and

therefore when matter arifes, in which I may
find it neceflary to mention men, whether dig-

nified by birth, or elevated by ftation; pro-

vided I do it with truth and decency, the can-

did Reader, I truft, will think it juftiliable;

efpecially as no man can be more difpofed to

ihew deference and refpeel to fuperiors, to

whom refpect is really due. I have nearly con-

fumed a long Life among the bufy Crowd, and

am now in fuch a Retirement as to give me
leifure to look over with deliberation, my own
vices and follies, and the errors and failings of

thofe with whom I have been converfant ; many
of whom have been deemed great men, but

very few of them perhaps have appeared fo " in

the eyes of their valet de chambre." I do not lit

down to write my life, but to relate the out-

line of a long, a lingular, and an exceedingly

checquered one; it may be of fome ufe to

others, and will, I am perfuaded be of fome

advantage to me; yet it is a meafure I have

been forced to (for nothing elfe could) by a late

publication, written by an ignorant coxcomb,

who never faw me, 'till I was 66 years of age,

who knows nothing of me; and yet has put

forth a book privately printed, and fecretly

difperfedj which he calls memoirs of my life:

but
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but which my friends affure me, is filled with

fcurrility, falfhood, vulgarity and impudence.

I do not know the Libeller's real Name, his

profeflion however, is that of a DocJor, his

practice has chiefly been among the negroes in

the Weft-Indies, and his degree, I fuppofe; as

he is a fcotch highlander, was procured him by

a two guinea bribe to his countryman, Dr. S—

,

but before I proceed any further, I wifti to

prepare my readers with an anecdote, and to

intreat them to keep it in their minds eye,

throughout the remaining pages of this book.

A gentleman of high rank and diftinguifhed

abilities, to whom I have the honor to be

known, had an only fon at fchool; waiting one

day upon his father, I was prefented to the

young gentleman, and we had fome conver-

fation together, of rather a cheerful caft, after

which, the young fcholar took an opportunity

to obferve to his father, how unlike I appeared

in his eyes, to what he had expecbed from a

perfon he had fo often heard of, adding, that

he thought to find me a thin, peevifh, fretful

looking being; inftead of which, he found me
fat, and as much difpofed to laugh as any man.

His father, from whom I had this information,

was pleafed to inform his fon, that he believed

B2 the
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the latter to be my natural difpofition, but

that a great variety of unfortunate events,

having fell one after another upon me, had in

fome mcafure rendered me liable to the impu-

tation of the former. Flattering as that dif-

tinclion may appear, I am difpofed to hope

there was fome truth in it, at leaft enough to

plead for me with the candid reader if he mould

here and there catch me tripping on fome of

the rough roads 1 have to travel a fccond time

over; efpecially, as I affure him I let out with

no fuch difpofition, for though the fprings on

which my carriage hung, were not fo exquifite,

as many who ' fet out in life with me, they

have held me up a very long journey, without

breaking quite down j and if they had, I have

been always able to walk upright, without the

aid of a crutch, or a woollen fhoe to the next

inn, this I am proud to boaft of, becaufe it

implies a life of temperance, but I have not

only that blefling to boaft of, but one of more

importance, and that is, that I am of an anci-

ent and virtuous family, of which I mould not

fpeak, but that it is poffible all the fcotch doc-

tor's books may not be yet got to the paftry

cooks, or to the doyfters of darknefs, for I have

now before me a pedigree of the * Ralph

ThicknefTes

A Ralph ThicknefTe, Lord of Barterley, was flain at 13loar-

11.4th, fighting under Ge<,rg; Lord A«dle\;! !
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Thicknefles of Barterley-Hall, in StafTordfhire,

from the 2d year of the reign of Edward the

firft, down to the prefent time ; and a letter

from Mr. Bignail, Somerfet, of the Herald's

office, wherein he called upon me for it, in or-

der to qualify my fon to take his feat in the

houfe of lords, and recommending it to me,

to continue it at that office, as nothing he fays

had been done there relative to it, fmce the

Year 1614.

My father, however was 'a younger branch

of that* family, who, after obtaining a good

academical education, ftudied divinity at Ox-

ford, was there ordained, and his uncle foon

after (Sir John Egerton, Bart, of Rhyne-hill)

prefented him to the rectory of Farthingoe in

Northamptonshire, a benefice of fomething

more than two hundred pounds a year, which,

with another fmall church within diftance was

ail the preferment or fortune he pollened; the

duty of both, he conftantly and confeienti-

oufiy performed, in its fulleft extent to the

day of his death.* He married Joyce Blen-

cowe, niece, to Mr. Juftice Blencowe, one of

the judges of the court of Common Pleas, and

daughter of a neighbouring clergyman, with

whom
* He died faddenly upon a vifit to Dr. Grey,



( 6 )

whom I believe he had no other fortune than

her many virtues. My father died in 1725,

in the 55th year of his age, and left my
excellent mother with eight children, one only

ofwhom was provided for, viz. a lifter married

to Dr. Grey, rector of a neighbouring village :

and here I hope it will be excufable, if I relate

by what ftrange incident, that happy connec-

tion was formed.

Within a mile of Farthinroe ftands a beau-

tiful little church, a rectory of 81. a year, *

near to which, in my memory, flood the anci-

ent and hofpitable manfion houfe of Lord

Crew, fcifhop of Durham, and thither the

bifhop came to refide ; being a temporal and fpi-

ritual peer, and keeping open houfe, he was

viiited by all ranks of people far and near, and

particularly by the clergy, but it fo happened

that my father, the neareft of his neighbours,

omitted to pay his refpects at Steane. The bi-

fhop, who was a proud {lately prelaic, was hurt

to find a refpectable clergyman, whofe refi-

dence was fo very near him, to be fo Angular.

ly remifs, and therefore fent Mr. Grey, his do-

mett i(

* Dr. Grey obtained Qiiten Anne's bounty toll le little R?c"b

during his lift, preached there once a month.

11 v.
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meflic chaplain, to vifit my father, and to fifli

for the caufe of what certainly feemed a flight,

but which in fact was not omitted from any

want of attention to his lordfhip. It to hap-

pened, that before Mr. Grey had feen my fa-

ther, he had met my fifter, an object which at-

tracted much of his attention, and when he

came into my father's fiudy, inflead of dif-

clofing his bufinefs, he alked my father whe-

ther a young lady he had feen in the court yard,

was his daughter ? my father informed him

he had two daughters, and that probably it

might ; blefs me ! faid Mr. Grey, it made my
heart leap to fee fo fine girl in fuch a country

village. This fo offended my father, that he

felt difpofed to have made his body and heart

leap together, out of his ftudy, had he not

quickly perceived my father's difapprobation,

of fo novel a mode of addrefs. He then ex-

plained his errand, and my father finding him

to be an ingenious man, began to feel as much
partiality to the young parfon, as the parfon

had conceived for his youngeft daughter. Mr.

Grey repeated his vifits, and before my fifter

was well out of her white frock, me became

the rector of Hinton's wife, where ihe may be

feen at this day, in her 84th year, with many
traces remaining, of that beauty which fo fucL

denly
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denly caught the attention of her departed huf-

band. Nor can I omit repeating a fingular

kind of joint compliment Mr. Grey paid her,

ti.
' y he had obtained (for it was not eafily

obtained) my father and mother's confent, to

fix that of his happinefs. When walking with

my fifter and mother in the garden, he led her

upon the grafs plot, and after walking round

and round her feveral times, and admiring her

perfon, well faid he, Mifs Joyce, I own you

are too good for me, but at the fame time I

think myfelf too good for any body elfe.*

When my father died, I had two brothers

juft removed from the foundation at Eton, to

King's College in Cambridge ; one upon the

foundation at Wincheiter, another at the Char-

ter-Houfe, and my eldeft filler, and next bro-

ther at home with my mother, for fome time

1 was

* Dr. Grey had alfo the Reclory of Kimcote ,in Leicefterfhire, was a

prebend of St. Paul's, and Archdeacon of JLeicefler. His Connection

with Lord Crew, probably (hut him out of a Mitre. He died however

rich, and left three Daughters, the eldeft is married to Dr. Lloyd, Dean of

Norwich, and well known for her genius in working in Worfted. Lord

Crew was a (launch Friend to the abdicated Family, and as he lay dying

upon the Marble Hearth before the Fire, he called out feveral Times to

iny Brother faying, "Did, don 1 you go over to them , don'tyou go
M them."
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I was placed at Aynhoe fchool, * and then re-

moved with my mother to London, where, by

the favour of Dr. Friend, high mailer of Weft-

minfter fchool, I was admitted a gratis fcholar,

not a King's fcholar, and I beiieve I could at

this day mew upon the back of my Hands, fome

marks of thefavors frequently confer'd upon them,

by that truly beautiful nobleman the prefent Earl of

, for as calh often ran low with me,

and Nan Baichelor's j- tarts and cuftards were

as grateful to my palate, as to any lord's in the

fchool, I did fometimes fpend that money which

was given me on the bougie account, by my mo-

ther, rather too haftily, fo that I had no other

means of light for* the fchool, and keeping my
mother in darknefs, than expofmg the back of

my hand, to a yard and half of doubled wax
candle, at fo much a cut ; and his lordfhip was

of fo generous a difpoiition, that I was as fure

of my night or morning's bougie from his lorcl-

fhip's bountiful hand, as a poor woman is who
goe..

* Aynhoe, the feat of the Cartwrights. In the year 1727, John

Cartwright the County Member, who was one of the noblelt works of

God, and who voted according to conscience (not to the miniitcr) ntvL-

fpoke but two words in the houfe, -viz. aye and no. Some wags printed

his ipeech, on a large fheet of paper, and had it cried about the ftreets

of London, one fide of the paper was aye, and the other no, and thoh;

tAo words united made Aynhoe.

f See her Epitaph.



( 10 )

goes to the humane pawn-broker with her laft

ihift, to borrow a fhilling upon, to buy bread

for her children ; nor indeed was that the only

kindnefs I have experienced from his lordflnp,

for he wasfo obliging as to attend, at my requefl, the

hoafe oflords upon an appeal to that great and dernier

court ofjii/lice, which I brought thither from the

court of chancery. I muft however own that

fometimes when his lordihip was not difpofed

to make his own exercife, that I have had a

fupply of wax candle for the ufe cf my fingers.

Nor was the want ofwax candle the only occafion

of my fmarting at that fchool, Vidal, the ufher,

under whom I was firft placed, did not re-

ceive the ufual prefents at breaking up Times,

from my mother, as he did from the opulent

parents, and the wretch was fo mean, as to let

that operate to my difadvantagc :
* for I

could never keep my place an hour, after a

boy of rank or fortune got next to me ; nor

commit a trilling fault without being fhewn up

to Dr. Nicholls j that good old man, I believe,

perceived

* Boys who have a little Money in their Pockets, are vcy apt at

School to take it out, especially thole who have but little, and leldom

any. Vidal, when he knew I had, would watch me, as a Cat does a

Monfe. and has frequently detected me in taking it out of my pocket

in School Hours, and then never omitted lending me under a trufy

Guard to put it into the prifoners box at the gate way, then a piiibn at

the end of Tothill-flreet.
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perceived it, for I was not without a box full

of filver groats, pence, &c. which the gene-

rous doctor had given me, perhaps more on

other accounts, than any merit of my fchool per-

formances. At this time I lived in St. James's

place, and having an exercife to make between

the morning and afternoon fchool, my dinner

to eat, the diftance to go, and to return, and

my flow capacity united ; I became unable to do

it properly at any time, and often not at all ;

this fubjected me to be fair game to Mr. Vidal,

and at length, fearful of the matter's lajh, and

fmafting often under the noble lord's bougie, I

played the truant for i o days together, during

which time cafh running low, I melted down all

my box of little groats, &c. on the eleventh

day, two ambaffadors were fent by Mr. Vidal,

to my mother, to know the caufe of my ab-

fence ; here my pretended fham exercifes, and

all the fibs my idlenefs of courfe produced, came

forward, and my mother very prudently deli-

ver'd me up to the hands of juftice ; never did

I fee two officers of fchool police, more intox-

icated with power ! .1 was held by each arm,

as fecurely as if I had been apprehended for

murder, and there was fuch an appearance of

delight in their countenances, that I truly be-

lieve their joy was equal to my fears, not that

they



C
12' )

they were my enemies, on the contrary, they

were my bofom friends, but they were boys,

i. e. little men. When I entered the lobby, and

became vifiible to all the boys in the firft fpurm,

I heard them with one voice as it were, joy-

fully exclaim, here come's Thickncffe, here

come's Thickneffe, and their joy feemed as ge-

neral as if the fecretary of ftate had juft pro-

cured them a holiday. I was delivered to Maf-

tcr Vidal, who inftantly fhewed me up to Dr.

Nicholls, here was nothing to be faid in plea

of mitigation : I pleaded guilty, and was in-

ftantly expofed to fhame and punifhment ; af-

ter which, however, at the ftrong inlerceffion

of Mr. Vidal, all my fmartings were appcafed,

by the followingfentenccy
for T was told in the

language of the court, that my future atten-

dance at that fchool would be difpenfed with,

a joyful fentence to me, after I had convinced

nay mother of the real caufeof my mifconducl,

and obtained her forgivenefs, for I was one of

thofe unfafhionable children, who could not

perfectly enjoy peace of mind, while I lay under

her difpleafure ; having got hold of a little la-

tin ; being born tbe'feventh Jon, without a daughter

between, and indeed having Jlroked awayfeveral

wens, and fuch diforders as are apt to difappear

without medicines, it was thought advifeable

to
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to breed me to a phyfical profeffion, and I was

placed with a very refpe&able apothecary in

London, whofe name was Marmaduke Tifdale,

upon what is called likeing, and with him I ac-

tually relided till I found out that a compofition

of aqua mirabilis and fyrup of faffron, was the

beft cordial his fhop afforded ; but that mix-

ture, not fitting fo well on Marmaduke's fto-

mach (tho* he was a very honeft fellow) as it

did upon mine, we agreed to part ; the truth

was, that I had been fo poifoned by the glaring

colours in which Ogelthorpe had in his printed

books, difplayed the profpecls of his new colo-

ny of Georgia, that I was determined to go

thither ; and at length prevailed upon my mo-

ther to confent to it. While this project had

filled me with infinite delight, for I then con-

fidered myfelf as one fetting out to begin the

forming of a new world ; my mother told me,

that if I chofe a verfe in the 39th chapter of

Genefis, in which there are 33, it would un-

fold to me the future events of my life, now it

happened to pafs in thofe days, that the Scriptures

were not only believed, but ferioufly attended

to ; fo I fixed upon the 26th verfe, and when

Ifound that the blejjings of my father would extend

to the utmoft hounds of the everlafting Bills, and he

upon
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upon the head of him who was feparatedfrom his

brethren.* 1 felt a delight and a faith too, not

to be removed ; and my mother, tho* afenfible

woman, was weak enough to become apartaker with

me, in that heart felt fatisfaction, Ihe perceived

to be fpread over my countenance ; nor could,

at that time any offer, however advantage-

ous in appearance, have diverted me, from

adding one to the number of the foolifh Georgia

emigrants.

I was then the firft of the family that feparated from his brethren.

CHAP.
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CHAPTER II.

UPON our arrival at Georgia, I was much
furprifed to find the town of Savanna, or ra-

ther the fpot where the town nowjiands, fitu-

ated upon a high bluff of barren fand, and di-

rectly oppofite to a low fwampy ifland ; on the

muddy more of which (within a fmall compafs)

I could count at leaft twenty Allegators balking

thereon ! Mr. Caufton, the chief Magiftrate,

to whom I had letters, received me civilly, and

Mr. John Weftley, to whom I alfo had a let-

ter, feemed difpofed to admit me among the

number of his elect. Mr. Caufton's Niece, a

very pretty young lady, was one of Mr.

Weftley's early prayer attendants at the chapel,

after which, fhe, with feveral other young peo-

ple,
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pie, ufually attended Mr. Weftley to domeftic

lectures for further edification, at his own apart-

ments, but Mr. Williamfon, a gentleman who
came over in the fame vefTel with me, paid his

addrelfes to that young lady, and foon after

married her, by which means he was in polTelli-

on of many pious letters written by Mr. W. to

Mrs. Williamfon, but he not approving of that

kind of correfpondence, fhe no longer frequent-

ed his domeftic lectures, and I believe, like my-

felf, became rather flack in attending his early

morning prayers. Mr. Hutton, a worthy cler-

gyman, of whom I mail fpeak more fully here-

after, who had recommended me to Mr. Weft-

ley, I found had been informed foon after my
arrival, by Mr. Weftley, that I did not give

him too much of my company, and to fay truth,

I did not covet much of his ; and I will give

my reafons. Dr. Hutton was a clergyman of

worth and character, who could not reconcile

himfelf to take the neceffary oaths, whereby

he could hold his church preferment, he there-

fore rcfigned, and took a houfe in College-

Street, Weftminfter, and had feveral boys of

that fchool boarded with him ; his own family

conlifted of a wife, a fon, and a daughter ; the

fon is ftill living, and is, or was, well known
anion sc
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among that feci called Moravians, f My Fa-

mily were intimate with Dr. Button's, and

my lifter, who was about the fame age of Mifs

Hutton, became fo far her confidant, that fhe

mewed her a great number of letters written

by Mr. Charles Weftley to her, in which the

care of her foul and body too, feemed to claim

much of his regard ; for 1 muft obferve, that

Mefirs. Weftley and Whitefield, who were the

firft movers of the methodift feet, were conti-

nually at Dr. Mutton's, praying, eating, &c.

my fifter, who perhaps had more knowledge

of the world and mankind, than Mifs Hutton,

(for tho' of good underftanding, fhe was very

deaf) did not approve of that fpiritual corre-

fpondence, between Mr. Charles Weftley, and

her female friend.

She perceived it made the young woman
unhappy, and therefore prevailed upon her, to

drop that fort of correfpondence with him,

obferving to her, at the fame time, that man-

kind have various ways of purfuing happinefs

C through

f He was bred a Bookftller, and opened a Shop near Temple-Bar,

from whence he went to Moravia, to fetch himfeif a Wife, of that Na-

tion and religion ; but this is not the Age for Bookfcllers to make For-

tunes by the Sale of Bibles, Piayer Books, &c. and as Mr. Hutton

would fell little elfe, that Eufinefs would not do, and he betook him-

feif to one which it feems did, that of a Moravian Leader.
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through this life to a better, and as I did not

find Mr. John Weftley fcemed to have any dif-

pofition of correfponding with me, and think-

ing too, that my foul was of as much import-

ance to him, as the foul of any young lady

whatever, I had very little intercourfe with

him afterwards. 1 muft not however omit to

mention a fingular misfortune which befel him,

in confequence of his zealous endeavors to re-

form a fair, but frail lady, then at Georgia,

whofe immoral conduct had been much cen-

fured by Mr. Weftley, and who fept to defire

him to call upon her ; it was natural for him

to conclude, his vifit was to pave the way to

repentance and future good conduct ; he ac-

cordingly attended her, but the inftant he en-

tered her apartment, ihe laid violent hands

. upon him, threw him upon the bed, and

threatened him with the immediate lofs of life,

or what fome men might deem as dear as life,

nor did Ihe difmifs him, till me had deprived him

of all the Adonis flowing locks, wvhich at that

time, adorned one fide of his meek and goodly

countenance
;
yet fuch was his humility, that

he appeared the funday following at church,

in his partial and ear-crop'd head of hair ; the

lady perhaps intended to have made Mr. Weft-

ley a Monk, as the Duchefs of Montpenfier did

Henry
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Henry the third. Let it be remembered how-

ever, that a defire of fuch fpiritual correfpon-

dence with the fex, which appeared in both

thefe brothers, might arife from the utmoft

purity, and virtuous intentions ; however their

letters might be conftrued to convey fufpicion

of finifter defigns ; thofe gentlemen were not

ignorant, that there never was, nor ever can

be, a new feci: formed, (and that was their

great object.) if women were not engaged to

promote it ; they knew that Arius did more

by engaging Conjiantia^ the Emperor's fifter,

into his way of thinking, relative to the con-

fubftantiaJity of the world, than he could have

done by gaining over a thoufand male fol-

lowers. The Weftleys, and Whitefield, firft

ftarted the methodiltical plan, but Lady Hun-

tingdon, in reality, is the fole perfon who has

eftablifhed its permanency; and there is no

doubt but her motives were good, becaufe her

life and manners are exemplary, and truly vir-

tuous : fhe may appear in the eyes of fome of

us, righteous over much, but then remember

a text of fcripture, containing only two words;

and from which my father made an excellent

difcourfe, i. e. " judge not"

C 2
* After



( 20 }

After this, Mr. Weftley and I feldom met,

but the day I had embarked with a view of re-

turning to England, I was agreeably furprifed

to find him with me, in a fmall floop bound

to Charles Town in South Carolina, in which

I had engaged my paflage ; he was going to •

get prayer books printed, and I to find a con-

veyance to England. Our floop commander,

proved to be a perfect reprobate mariner, and

wc, frefii water failors, thought he carried too

much fail. I urged him, (for it blew hard) to

fhew lefs canvas, and Mr. Weftley implored

him to /wear not at all; but our prayers pre-

vailed not, more fail, and more oaths, feemed

to be the confequence of our requefts ; by this

time we were out of light of land, the gale

encreafed, and we run gumvhale under water ;

if there was no real danger, we apprehended

much, and Mr. Weftley, (to my great fur-

prife) faid, well Mr. Thickneffe, I have a fmall

book in my little trunk here, which I mould

be unwilling to lofe, and with the utmoft

fang froid, opened his trunk, and put the

book into his pocket ! now what was I to

conceive by this fingular tranfaction ? for

though the fliip, Whitcf.eld failed in, to Geor-

gia, flood JIM in the atlantic ocean, when all

her fails were Jlecping> in a frefli gale of wind,

I faw
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I faw no poflible chance of faving our lives,,

even with empty pockets, had the floop overfet

;

nothing but a float of Allegators, with lock

faddles along fide, ready to take us on ftiore,

could have preferved us. I did not take the

liberty to alk Mr. Weftley, his plan of preferva-

tion, or if his book was the charm, which con-

tained it ; he had but one, fo I mull let that

remain in enigmatical obfeurity, along with

Mr. Whitefield's motionlefs frigate. We got

however fafe on fhore at Charles Town the next

morning, where Mr. Weftley and I parted in

good fellowship, and therefore, though I have

not done with Georgia, I hope the candid rea-

der will excufe my taking him over to England

for a little while to relate my next meeting with

this very fingular gentleman, though at the

diftance of near half a century ! it is only juft

to crofs the paflage of the Severn with my old

fellow traveller, and then I fliall have done with

him, till we meet, and I truft and hope we
fhall, where neither Horms can difturb us, wa-

ters divide us, and where :—O bleffed reflec-

tion ! if we do meet, we muft all be of the

fame way of thinking. It fo happened, that

from the time we parted at Charles Town, and

from our profligate fait water Captain, we did

not meet again, till within a very few years

fince,
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lince, and then under the fame kind of difaiter,

with a frefh water brute ; for croffing the Se-

vern with a female friend, one of the boatmen

(I fhould fay one of the Captains', for they are

all Captains) pufhed the ThyHer fo fuddenly a

weather, that he had nearly thrown my friend

overboard. I immediately unfhipped it, and

with an appearance of being in earneft, ac-

companied by words, not proper to repeat,

threaten'd to knock the fellow down with it,

this threat brought before me, a goodly lookr

ing old man, who with a perfuafive tongue,

and the gentleft manners, befought me to fay

no more ; the lady, he obferved, was fafe,

and that in a few minutes, we mould be no

longer within his reach, that though my pro-

vocation was great, oaths, or refentment, could

not mend the matter, and he fully fuccecded in

his attempt, for his manners were captivating,

his arguments convincing. At this time I

thought I recognifed my old acquaintance Mr.

Weftley, and it promifed me pleafure, in mak-

ing myfelf known to him, for I had no longer

any doubt as to hisperfoji, having that inftant

heard one of his attendants (for I thinly he had

feveral) mention his name : I availed myfelf

therefore of fo fair an occafion to obferve that

it was not the firft time he and me had been in

difficulties
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difficulties together upon fait water : he feemed

furprized ! and alked me when % and where we

liad been fo circumftanced ? I then reminded

him of our Charles Town Pilot ; why faid he,

what is your Name ? and being told, inftead

of kindling thofe fentiments, which were

warming in my own bofom into a flame, he

treated me, and the event, with cool indif-

ference ; and fcarce fpoke afterwards ! now un-

cle Toby would not have done fo ; would he

courteous reader? this was not Shandean in-

deed Mr. John Weftley ; I will not fay it, look-

ed like want of chriftian charity, but I will fay,

had not fuch a want of fentiment been evident,

this tranfaclion had never come onjhore. Why
I proteft Mr. Weftley, that were I to meet even

Jemmy Mac Kittrick, alias Adair * fifty years

years hence upon the fevern, I fhould only jobe

him, for printing and publilhing a parcel of no-

torious lies, and remind him of the ambufh Ifell

into, " when I had the fole command" of a detaclj-

ment of foldiers, and a senior officer, was one of

the party !

Boccacio

* This lying fellows real name is James Mac Kittiick, as may be

ieen in an obfcure corner, upon a (tone placed by himfelf over the

.bones of his own brother in St. Michael's church yard at Winchefterj

"John Mackittrick, 1784."
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Boccacio, the Italian wit, obferved, that no-

body, u fwerved more from the law, than

" lawyers ; that none obferved a courfe of diet,

" fo little as phyficians ; and that none fear

" the remorfe of confcience, lefs than divines,

" who tho' they lay down fo many articles of

*' faith to others, believe but few themfelves."

It is true, I believe, that lawyers feldom go to

law, and that phyficians feldom take phyfic
;

and I can affure my readers, it is true, that

the late Lord Chief Juftice Willes (I mean not

Mr. Juftice Willes) advifed me, when I afked

his opinion about a law matter, to fit down

quietly under any injury or oppreflion what-

ever, rather than go t« law. I hope therefore,

my reader will confider this piece of honeft in-

formation (for it came from the mouth of as

able and upright a judge as ever adminiftcred

juftice) to be worth ten millings and fix-pence,

if he will not, he here has it under my hand,

that I have defrauded him of halfa guinea.

I thought to have done with this methodiftiad

fubjecl, but I cannot lay down my pen, with-

out obferving, that however fcrioufly, and in

earneft, many of the leaders of thofe people

no doubt are
;

yet they are all, men of warm

conjiitutionsy and that if- thev had been natives

of
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of a Mahometan country, where women arc

excluded, even religious focieties, they never

would have feparated from the eftablifhed mode
ofwormip. Thofe who know the hiflory of

the Mamiliarians may recollect, the ftory of La-

badie, who having let a female fcholar to a de-

vout leiTon, and prepared her for inward recol-

lection, and mental prayer, came fuddenly to

her, when he thought Jhe was thoroughly recol-

lected, and put his hand into her bofom : but

meeting with a fevere repulfe, he ferioufly

befought her to confefs humbly her weaknefs, and

to beg pardon of God for having been fo little at-

tentive to the myfteries of meditation, otherwife,

faid he, you would have been infcnfible to my at-

tempted touch.' And Marest, (Cardinal Rich-

lieu's favorite wit) owned that he employed

his fanatic eloquence among women
;
purely

to deceive, to delude, and to enjoy them ; and

rather than not fucceed, he taught them to

believe that vice is virtue j and acknowledges

that he betrayed God, by mifinterpreting his

laws. When Philip the fecond of Spain alked

the Jeiuits and confeflbrs, who were about him,

how they could attend fo many fair penitents,

be alone with them, and yet remain chafte ?

they informed his Majefty, that they carried

with them a certain plant, which always pro-

tected
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tecled them from the danger of uncleannefs.

The King urged them to let him know the

name of that precious weed, till they were

obliged to own, it was called " The fear of

" God." That plant might have been grow-

.

ing then in Spain for aught I know, but I am
pretty confident, it is not to be found in their

botanic gardens at this day ; the weedy plant,

arbor vita, has utterly deftroyed /'/, and when

I fee a female penitent retire with her confef-

for, I always think of St. Dominic, who finding

a nun in an extacy, he brought her out of it,

by anointing her with the unguentum amoris ;

Thofe who know human nature beft, know
that auricular confeffion, not only of deeds,

but of thoughts alfo, are more than human
nature can be fafely trufted with, when the

parties are only two, and of different fexes.

CHAP.
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CHAPTER ffl.

.HAVING efcaped Jhipwreck a fecond time,

with my old acquaintance, Mr. Weftley, and

feen him fafely landed on the coaft of Somer-

fetfhire ; I mull, as I obferved above, beg leave

to call my reader's attention back again, to

the plains of America ; in order to introduce

him to the knowledge of a very different cajl

of men, from either methodifts or indigent

wanderers ; who, under the name of civilized

Chriftians, went thither, to deprive the In-

dians of their native rights ; and what I fear

was much worfe, of their Simplicity of man-

ners, and frugal mode of living ; which is now
no longer to be found among them ; inftead

of which they have got difeafes, before . un-

known to them ; fpirituous liquors, which

render them frantic, and they are ftill ftran-

gers to every thing which belongs to Chriftia-

nity, but the conducl of Cbrifiians to them, and to

one another. It is fingular, but true, that there

are
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are no two created beings, more unlike in

manners and difpofition, than the red Indians

of America, and the negroes of Africa ; I

could perceive no traces of that bloody and

revengeful difpofition among the Indians, pf

which we have in thefe later days heard fo

much. Tomo Chachi, the Creek Indian King,

was not only a very humane man, but I may
add, he was a very well bred man, for Mr. Ogel-

thorpe, having fignified to Tomo, that he wifh-

ed to build the firft City of his Colony upon

the very fpot where Tome's Palace then flood,

he found it no difficult matter to prevail upon

his Majefty, to remove his court three miles

higher up, on the banks of the fame river.

The Bluff, upon which the town of Savanha is

built, was called by the Indians, Tamacra, and

Tomo Chachi, was King of Tamacra ; nor did I

difcover any other traces of a cruel or fa-vagc

difpofition in King Tomo, than thus moving to

oblige Mr. Ogelthorpe ; and ftepping in be-

tween a Criminal, and the Executioner ; fay-

ing, whip me,—whip me, when one of

our people was under the lafli, for ill-treating

an Indian Woman. Their rude drefs, painted

faces, fliced ears, n&fe bobs ! and tattooed Skins,

rendered their external appearance, to us Bri-

tons, Angularly lavage ; but by making fre-

quent
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quent excurfions to the court of new Tamacra,

and picking up a little of their language, I

foon became convinced, that my perfon and

property was as fafe at the court of Tamacra^

as at any court in Chriftendom ; nor could I

perceive, that King Tomoy
—Cenauke, his Queen,

or Tonohoi, their nephew and heir, were not as

happy as the princes of the moil polifhed courts

in Europe. And yet, they had not been long

returned, from vifiting the court of Great Bri-

tain, where Sir Robert Walpole, or the Duke
of Newcaftle, I forget which, made fome dif-

ficulty, of fitting down in their prefence ! the

King's coach, with the Lyon and the Unicorn

fupporters, did not incline them to forget their

own fupporters of Bears and Buffaloes ; Na-

ture, with which they had only been accuf-

tomed to converfe, furpaffed, in their imagi-

nation ! all that art could produce. The firft

vifit I made the court of Tamacra, their Majef-

ties were juft returned in their Canoes, from

an Oyftering party-, and I had the honor of par-

taking with them, a repas, to which they fat

down with as good an appetite, as ever Euro-

pean princes did, to a barrel of Fyefleet.*

Strange

* The Indians, who dwell within the ttcch of the fait watei Creeks,

make fires at low water on the Iflands of oyfters, which are then left

high and dry, and rOaft the greatest part of an, Ifland at once. It is
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Strange as it may. appear to us ratified Bri-

tons ; who have been accuftomed from our in-

fancy, to admire paintings, buildings, jewels, &c,

—I am convinced that thofe Indians at that time

wereinfenfible to every kind of our works of art,

but fuch as ftruck their fenfes with the perfonal

comforts the objects would produce, and that

King Tomo's blanket, whichkept him warm, was,

in his opinion,more valuable, thanthegold watch

given him at St. James's. After cultivating a

goodacquaintance with thofe children of nature,

I foon became fatisfied, whether I met them alone

or in company, that I was perfectly fafe, and

therefore I made frequent excurfions into the

woods, apprehenfive enough of the danger of

rattle makes, but without any from the ftrag-

gling Indians ! and I had many proofs that my
conjectures were well founded. In one of my
woodland excurfions, and about four miles from

Savanha, I found a fertile piece of ground, upon

the banks of a rapid Creek, which at high wa-

ter, was Ifolated ; this fpot, fo delighted me,

that with Mr. Caufton's permiflion, I built a

wooden, not an iron houfe thereon, and there

I palled much of my time j my gun fupplied

me

/aid too, that the Racoons and PofTums vifit thofe iflands, and flip a dead

fhcll into a living o\ iter, in order to avail themfelves of the next tide to

eat *hat theuforecaftaiid fagacity, had made thereby te^cat-aUe prey.
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me with fquirrels, wild fowl, &c. and the town

only, with rice, to boil by way of bread, the

Indians fometimes vijited my IJland for a day or

two, and then I had plenty of venifon, which

they boil'd down, and eat dipped in wild honey,

this was a true Robinfon Crufoe line of life ;

but it was fuch, as even in thofe days, fuited

my romantic turn. In this fituation I wanted

nothing but afemalefriend^ and I had almofl de-

termined to take to wife one ofQueen Cenauke's

maids of honor, I ferioufly paid my addrefTes

to her, and fhe in return, honor'd me with

the appellation of Auche (friend) fhe had re-

ceiv'd a pair of Indian boots, fome paint, a

looking glafs, a comb, and a pair of fciffars as

tokens of my love, and one buffloe's (kin, had

certainly held us, had not an extraordinary inci-

dent arofe, which determined me to return im-

mediately to England, and this it was. Walk-

ing upon the margin of my creek, and playing

upon the flute, fuch was the effect of an affec-

tionate and warm imagination, that I had a

tranfient, but as perfect a fight of my mother,

as if fhe had actually been before me, in Propria

Perfona. Strongly pofTefled with the talk and

idleries which children hear, and many men
cannot overcome, its no wonder that a boy,

as I then was, concluded it was my mother's

departed
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departed fhade ; my fqua,—my ifland,—and

my Robinfon Crufoe plan, inftantly loft all

their charms, and though at that time I had

an account of a very uleful fervant, bound to

ferve me four years, being on his pafiage to

join me, I determined to leave the fiadotv,

and feek the fubjiance ; and had my mother,

whom I found upon my return, in perfect health,

died about that time, I might have been a.fee'r

rffpirits to this day. I immediately fet out for

Savanha, and on my way thither, having my
fowling piece reverfed at my back, I was more

fubjlantially alarmed, by a very uncommon rat-

ling at my heels ; at that time I had never feen

a rattle fnake alive, but I inftantly fufpecled,

what it proved to be, my fright however, was

fo great, that I drop'd my gun, and run haftily

to forne diftance, and when I turned about, I faw

the fnake winding her tail foremoft into a hole

in the ground, and though I was exceedingly

alarmed, I by degrees ventured to go back for

my gun ; at a little diftance from which, I

perceived not only the fnake which firft alarmed

me, but two others, half of each of their

bodies out of their holes ! and the fun, which

fhone in between the trees, rendered their backs

as beautiful, as their tails were dreadful, but as

they did not offer to ftir, I ventured to lay my
gun
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gun upon the ground, and getting their heads

upon a line, I fhot them all three, the largeft

had feven rattles, and the other two, had five

each : it is faid, they are three years old be-

fore the firft rattle appears, and that they have

an additional rattle every year, as long as they

live ! and though I could hear of none in

Georgia, which had been killed, having more

than fix or feven rattles ; I have feen in the ca-

binets of the curious, fixteen ! but perhaps fome

art had been ufed, for it is fcarce credible, that

providence, would give fo long a life, to fo dan-

gerous, fo destructive, and fo prolific a reptile ;

the leaft ftroke however upon their heads, with

a fmall fwitch, inftantly kills them ; and I am
affured the deer are neither ftrangers to the

danger of the rattle fnake, nor of the fafeft

manner of destroying them, to effect which,

they raife themfelves erect, and leap, fo as to

let their hind feet come down upon the make's

head, and I once actually faw a deer in that

action, but I could not find the fnake, the In-

dians fay, if it were not for the great number

destroyed by the deer, it would be ten times

more dangerous than it is, or rather than

it was, for among the fettlements I presume

they are rarely feen now. The Indians wear

fhoes, called maugazeens, they are of one piece

D of
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of deer Ikin
,
gathered up and fewed like a purfe

at the toe, with a deer's finew ; they cover their

legs and thighs with pieces of leather, and leave

broad flaps which play too and fro' as they

walk, at which the rattle fnakes generally bite,

and thereby they avoid the danger. I am to

think, however, they feldom purme or bite,

but when any living creature approaches too

near their young in breeding time. When the

Indians are bitten, they tie a leather thong,

tight above the wound, and their wives or

children fuck forth the poifon, but not always

with fuccefs, the limb fwells immediately, and

the patient dies in twenty four hours, perhaps

no remedy is of fuch good effect as olive oil,

well and long fomented, with the patients own
hands.

CHAP.



( 35 )

CHAPTER IV.

1 HE Colony of Georgia was, at the time I

returned to England, ftill under the manage-

ment of certain truftees, and as I was the firft

of the Emigrants, who had returned from

thence, I was fent for to attend thofe gentle-

men, at their office in Old Palace Yard. At

that time, Mr. Oglethorpe was juft nominated

Colonel of a regiment to be forthwith raifed

for the defence of his new Colony; and as he

had permiffion to recommend fome of his

friends to ferve in it, he promifed me a pair

of colours, and I concluded the examination I

was to undergo in Old Palace Yard, would ef-

tablifli his friendlhip to me, as I went thither

determined to anfwer openly, and candidly,

to all the queftions they put to me: fo, when

they fhewed me upon paper, Forts raifed, where

D 2 no
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no ground had been broken, and flags flying,

where no ftafts had been erected, I plainly told

them the truth, and though it was faid the

Queen (Caroline) had worn, on her birth day,

a gown made of filk, the manufacture of that

Colony, I afTured thofe gentlemen that I had

not feen worms fufficient to reel off a Angle

lkain of filk; the Truftees, feemed perfectly

fatisfied with the account I gave them, but I

did not find myfelf higher in the favor of my

Colonel, nay, on the contrary, I foon perceived,

if I did not raifc my ownfagfaff, by fome more

friendly hands, than his, I might probably be

only commiflioned, to ferve in one of thofe

paper forts, I had feen elevated in Old Palace

Yard. At this time I had two brothers, both

fellows of King's College, in Cambridge, both

in hio;h favour with the late Sir Edward Wal-

pole, and one, who had fleadily engaged in

the intereft of the Honourable Thomas Townf-

hend, then member for that Univerlity. My
brothers therefore, united in an application to

thofe gentlemen, and they to Sir Robert Wal-

pole, and obtained that great minifter's pro-

mife. Mr. Townfliend, in his reply to my
brother, faid, " you have a right Sir, to com-

mand me upon all occafions, and I will not be

wanting on this." The King, was at that

time,
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time, at Hampton Court, and my uncle, Mr.

Wace, who was firft clerk in the fecretary of

ftate's office, foon after, informed my mother,

that he had juft filled up a commiffion for his

nephew Philip, and that it would be figned by

the King the next day, he had given the fame

notice to my brother, who was one of the

Affiftants at Eton, and on that day, we both

met in my uncle's office at Hampton Court,

but inftead of meeting with myJigned cotiuniffion,

we found my uncle had been directed to put it

afide, and to fill up another for Mr. John Le-

mon, and that too, by the exprefs commands

of Sir Robert Walpole himfelf : this was a hea-

vy blow to them ; and to me, it was as bad

as a fentence of death, which my affectionate

brother perceived ; thus ftimulated, furprifcd,

and concerned ! he made ufe of a piece of addrefs,

and got himfelf placed in a paifage, through

which, Sir Robert Walpole was foon to pafs,

and there, with the lofs of one of the heels of

his half jack boots, and a wig with fcarce a

crooked hair in it, he accofted that great minif-

ter : by reminding him of his promife, to Mr.

Townfhend, and to his fon. My brother's

perfon, was unknown to Sir Robert ; but his

name, from an hundred humourous Eton

tranfaclions he had heard from his fons, was

well
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well known to him : lb that the minute he

knew his name, he was no longer furprifcd at

the un

—

Etiquetijh mode of being fo flopped, in

the King's Palace ; Sir Robert, who in all pri-

vate tranlactions of life, was one of the moll

friendly and captivating men of the age, took

my brother back to his apartments, followed

by Mr. Arnold, the deputy Secretary at war,

who had under his arm, thofe very Georgia

commifilons, from which I had been fo fuddenly

difmified : he then told my brother, that Sir

"William Younge, the Secretary at war, who
was ill in Cornwall, had fent Mr. Lemon ex-

prefs to him, for the purpofe of obtaining a

pair of colours in Oglethorpe's regiment, and

fo recommended, that he could not be reject-

ed ; I fent faid he for Mr. Ogelthorpe, and

told him one of the prefent named Enligns muft

be difmiffed, and he obferved ; that I. bad put

down your Brother my/elf; and as all the others

were fo ftrongly recommended, I found it lels

painful to take a liberty with myfelf, than with

another. This Sir, faid he was the cafe, and is

the reafon, your brother was put by ; adding,

however, in a very pointed manner ; but Mr.

Thicknefle, your brother fhall be provided for ;

as my brother did not feem difpofed to retire,

Sir Robert turned to Mr. Arnold, and afked, if

there.
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there was, in any other corps, a pair of co-

Jours, vacant ? Mr Arnold informed him there

was not, but that a Lieutenancy of an inde-

pendent company at Jamaica was. Then faid

Sir Robert, in a manner which could not be

mifunderftood, Mr. Thicknesse your Bro-

ther shall have that. We foon after met

Mr. Arnold at my uncle's office, and there,

the good old man, thus accofted me. Come
young man faid he, next thurfday morning

to the war office in White Hall, and then, I

mail have the pleafure of wifhing you joy of a

Lieutenancy, inftead of a pair of colours, with

better pay, feven years fervice gained ; aye,

faid he, and a better country and climate to

ferve in, all which was compleatly fulfilled at

the appointed time : when I went to return

my thanks to Mr. Townfhend, he was pleafed

to fay, he had rendered me this piece of fer-

vice, from a defire he had to ferve me, upon

my own account ; adding, and I have promis-

ed your brother to pum you up to the rank of

Captain, to mew my regard to him. I fhall in

another part of thefe memoirs, fhew how
religioufly that good man performed his

promife, even after / alone could be fenfible

of the rectitude of his heart, and the amiable-

nefs of his difpofition. Thus become a captain,

it
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it is with fhame I reflect, and much more to

write, (were it not for the good of otherfuch

captains) ofwhat importance I considered myfelf,

but when I had received three months pay, I

was quite intoxicated, I quitted my mother's

houfe, hired a firft floor in Dartmouth-ftreet,

Weftminfter, and had not what I then thought

a moft fatal misfortune befel me, took my
honor a little down, I know not what extra-

vagance or folly I might not have been guilty

of. I will therefore relate my misfortune,

though it be to my fhame. Being a captain, as

obferved above, I thought it captain-like to fpend

my evenings at a certain female coffee-houfe, in

the neighbourhood of Covent-Garden ; and in

order to be quite toni/lj, at twelve o'clock one

evening, I ordered a chair to be called, but I

was not fo perfectly initiated into that faihion-

able line of life, but that I did not care, even

the chairmen mould know the houfe I lived in,

and therefore, though it rained hard, I delired

to be fet down at fome diftance from my own
door, at which time I had twelve guineas and

two millings in one pocket, and four-pence of

copper in the other, after having given my
worthy carriers the two millings, they urged

my honor to give them fomething to drink, and

though I had not drank too much myfelf, yet

their
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their hurry, my own, and the rain, urging

difpatch, inftead of giving them copper, I

prefented thofe honeflfelhws with twelve guineas

more ! they kindly thanked my honor, and were,

I dare fay, a mile off by the time Betty had

been awoke, and able to conduct me to my
bedchamber, but behold ! the next morning,

tak'ng my breeches by the wrong end alfo, I was

furprifed to fee a parcel of half-pence roll about

the floor, but what was my aftonifhment, when

I found they were all that was left me of twelve

pounds fourteen millings and four pence ! At

this inftant the poft man brought me a three

penny letter from Cambridge, and then, the

captain's honor, was left with but one penny in his

pocket ! however I hoped the letter might turn

up fomcthing favourable, as I knew itcame from

a brother, fincerely loved, but alas, it was to

exprefs his concern, leaft I mould be failed for

Jamaica, before he could be in town, and de-

firing, inftead of a few guineas he might then

have furnifhed me with, that I would accept in

good part, the following golden rules which he

had put down in lieu thereof. The rules it is

true, were excellent, but the gold at that time

would have proved more acceptable ; under

this dilemma, I perceived, to make my diftrefs

.known to my mother, was not to be thought

on,
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on, but after a variety of expedients, x

I hit

upon the only one which could have fo well

fuccecded. The laft cafh, (I fhould fay \hzfirjl

cafo, I had received) hud been paid me by Mr.

Popple, the agent to the eight independent

companies in Jamaica, who having receiv'd me
with great politenefs, induced me to think I

might get affiftance from him. I accordingly

waited upon him, and told him openly, what

had happened ; and he, inftantly perceiving,

how exceedingly I was embarraffed in the rela-

tion of it, put his hand upon my moulder,

young gentleman, faid he, fay no more, I know
how to make allowances for fuch youthful in-

difcretions, and as you are going abroad, I will

advance you fix months pay, he did fo, with-

out agent deductions, and the name of Popple has

ever fince, been refpeclabie in my ears. For

till that bufinefs was done, I was within one

penny of being in the fame iituation of a

Frenchman, who frequently wrote to me from

one part of London to the other, by the gene-

ral poft, and when I told him of his error,

and that he mould fend his letters by the

penny, not the general poft, he replied, / no

dat very vel ; then why do you not fend them
fo ? maijey, faid. he, caufe me have not de penny

to put it in. Now as thefe memoirs may be pe-

rulcd, by many noble captains like myfelf, I will

allure
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allure them, that the twelve pounds fourteen

fhillings paid to two chairmen, from Covent

Garden to Dartmouth ftreet, Weftminfter, was

the beft laid out money of my whole life, for

I never vifited afterwards, houfes which ren-

dered it neceffary to be fet down before I got to

my own door, and I have fcarce ever been within

a chair fince. It is a machine only fit for women ;

and nothing but abfolute neceflity, or want of

health, mould induce a man, much lefs a fol-

dier, to be feen in fuch a vehicle ; about four

hundred years ago, a Baron of this realm, was

to be tried for high crimes and mifdemeanors,

and among other charges, one was, for fuffer-

ing himfelf to be carried about in his garden,

by two of his own fpecies : this early difafter,

put me upon my guard ever fince, about money

matters, or I had probably continued to this

day, as indifcreet in that matter, as I have in

all others, for I know not any Other folly I have

guarded againft, but that of not being one of

thofe fools, who will be as fine as their neigh-

bours, whether they can afford it, or not.

Lord Bateman, who upon many occafions has

honoured me with marks ofgreat kindnefs, once

alk'd me, privately, (not as the prefent S r

of the H of C- ns afk'd A 1 G- 1

publickly in the rooms at Bath) bow I made it

out?
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oat ? obferving at the fame time, that I had a

large family, and was rather difpofed to be

generous ? I told his lordfliip that if I had but

fifty pounds a year, I would fpend but five and

forty, and that I was always in a condition to

draw upon my banker for twenty ; then faid

my lord, jocofely, you have the advantage of

me, Thicknefse, for that's more than I can do

;

his lordfliip however, muft excufe my remind-

ing him, what he has chofe to forget,, that he has

had fome years in his poffeflion, a draft of mine

for jive twenties, upon my banker, a circum-

ftance I would not mention, but that I would

not have his lord/hip think, I have forgot it

alfo.

C H A P.
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CHAPTER V.

IVIy Covent Garden difajler, taught me to a6l

in future, with more caution, as to money

matters ; I therefore, not only fecured an early

paflage to Jamaica, in a good river built fhip,

but paid the captain twelve guineas for my
paflage, who was to entertain me at his table,

and furnifh even wine at meals, for that fum,

and having foon after procured him another

paffenger, (a brother lieutenant in the fervice)

we failed for Jamaica, and by touching at Ma-

deira, and ftaying ten days, at that half-way

hoiife, we mould have enjoyed our good fare,

and our civil captain's attention to us, much
better, had we not been curfed with the com-

pany of a Mac. Kittrick ! an upftart coxcomb,

who called himfelf a Jamaica merchant, but

who in fact, was a Scots pedlar, with a cargo

of tagged laces, pins, needles, combs, and fcif-

fars ; this coxcomb poffefled every fpecies of

impudence
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impudence (except that of affuming another maris

name,) and whofe ignorance was fuch, that

he would have laid his pack to a baubee, that

our commiflions were not figned by the King's

own hand. This " beggar on horfeback" had been

twice before, in Jamaica, and was continually

alarming us, with the extreme danger of the

climate of that country ; it was no uncom-

mon thing, he faid, to fup with a friend, one

night, and follow him to the grave the next
j

but when we came in fight of the ifland,

(which from the fea, is rather an alarming than

an inviting object) he embraced an hundred

occafions, to alarm us ; fuch as, " God knows

which of us mayflip his windfr/l" this day feven-

night, may occafwn great alterations,—" The ne-

groes will fay when you land, hi ?najja, meforry

for that poor Bacara-f him go to the parfons pen,\

with a variety of inuendoes, of the fame caft

;

yet it muft be confeflcd the fellow had a little

fmattering of the fecond fight about him : for

for within forty eight hours after we did land,

we might have followed him to the grave, for

to ufe his own phrafe, heflipt his wind firft, be-

fore his pack had been opened, and we laid

claim to twenty pounds worth of his wares,

as he had taken a guinea from each of us, to

give

f White Man. } The Church Yard.
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give us twenty, if our commiflions were un-

der the King's fign manual ; though he had

feen it under the great feal. Such was his ig-

norance, but no man could equal his impu-

dence, except an arrogant affiiming impojlor,

who refides at Bath, and who even now dares

to fhew his face among gentlemen, after being

expofed as an infamous liar, a fcoundrel, and

a coward. Fortunately for my purfe, and my
perfon too, the company to which I was ap-

pointed, was quartered on the north fide of

the IHand ; I therefore, after paying my re-

fpects to the governor, fet off the next morn-

ing, at three o'clock
;

(to avoid the violence

of the fun) for my country quarters, and about

eight, I found myfelf in Sixteen mile walk, a

beautiful country, adorned with many gentle-

mens houfes. Being at that time, very hungry,

very hot, and a little fatigued, I afk'd my foot

guide, (a negro, who had his hand twifted in

my horfe's tail) who was the beft gentleman in

Sixteen mile walk ? for as there are no country

Inns in Jamaica, every gentleman's houfe is

open to all white travellers. My guide, confi-

dering the richejl gentleman, to be the belt,

named Col. Price, and accordingly conducted

me to Rose-Hall. A mulatto fervant took

my horfe, and another conducted me into a

fpacious
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fpacious hall. A raw boy as I was, thus enter-

ing a ftranger's houfe, did not fit eafy upon

my mind, but when I heard the important

cough of my hoft, from the next room, I would

gladly have got out of mine. At length, a

tall, grave, ftately gentleman appeared, with

a white hat, deeply charged with Point D'Ef-

pagnc, to whom I made an aukward, but fuf-

ficient apology, to extort from him :

—

-you are

welcome Sir, yet I perceived I was not : and

began to fufpect that I had been impofed upon,

as to the travellingfajhion of the country. The

Colonel, however, ordered breakfaft, and while

the chocolate, tea, pine apples, water melons,

and a profufion of good things were fetting

forth, he called for a glafs of brandy, and in-

vited me to drink another ! I then told him,

I had been fo warned againft drinking any-

kind of fermented liquors, that I had only

drunk two glaffes of wine, at Governor Tre-

lawney's, fmce my arrival ; then pray, Sir,

faid he, how long have you been arrived ? and

when he found I was a ftranger, only of a few-

days, the mift was removed, his referved coun-

tenance vanifhed at once ; and in the moft ob-

liging manner he expreffed his concern, that

he had received fo very ajlranger to the coun-

try, with the leall mark of indifference ; add-

ing*
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ing, that he had a very large acquaintance, and

pointing to a houfe, about a mile diftant, told

me, that it was his fteward's, a gentleman, to

whom he allowed eight hundred pounds a year,

for managing his eftates, and to entertain fuch

travellers as were not of his acquaintance. I

do not fay this Sir, to direct you to go thither

in future, for I mall always expect you toJling

in a hammock at Rofe Hall \ but to explain away

that embarrafment, you and I were under, juft

now, for I mould have faid, that 1 had told

him at firft, I was going to BagncWs Thickets,

to join a company there, to which I was a Lieu-

tenant; he then periuaded me to drink a dram

of brandy, before I fat down to breakfaft,

and aflured me, that where one perfon died in

thatcountry,by drinking too much, twentydied

by too much eating ; a truth to which I moft

fincerely fubfcribe. After breakfaft, Mr. Price,

feeing my miferablefcald horfe brought forth, for

the hire of which I had paid three piftoles, * he

was fo offended with the owner, and fo polite

to me, that he mounted me upon a fine horfe

of his own ; then mewed me a houfe on the

brow of a diftant mountain, inhabited by his

relation, there faid he, you will dine, and my
E coufin

* He made the Man return half the Money to me.
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coufin will remount you to Bagnell's, where I am
fettling a new plantation, and I hope we ihall of-

ten meet there, and here too ; I mould not have

been thus particular, but to mew the firft fpeci-

men of the hofpitality I met with, in a country,

where the fame would have been repeated,

throughout the whole Ifland ; and at the houfe

too, of the only man in it, who did not ufually

receive Jirangers. During my refidence at Bag-

veil's, I was frequently fent out with four or

five and twenty men, in fearch of the wild Ne-

groes, as the aflembly of that Ifland, allowed

feventy pounds for every pair ofwild Negroes ears

which were brought in. Juft in the fame man-

ner, as the tame Negroes, are allowed a bottle

of rum, for every dozen of rat tails, they bring

in ; I thank God however, in that bufinefs, I

was fortunate ; for I never gathered aJinglepair.

I thank God too, that I very early in life, had

perception enough to learn, that however ho-

nourable it may be deemed, to invade, difturb

or mufther men of diftant climes, it did not

tally with my ideas of Juftice. I would fight,

and either perifh, or conquer, men, who came

from afar, to difturb me, from the enjoyment

of that land, which my birth, gave me a na-

of
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tural footing in ; but I feel no difpofition, to

murther thofe, who like Tomo Chachi, are con-

tent with their own. After near a year's duty

a t Bagne/I's, I was removed to Port Maria Bay,

within one mile of a gentleman's plantation,

with whom I had been acquainted, when he

was a boy in London, * as foon as I had fettled

my men, I waited upon my old acquaintance,

who received me with the utmoft marks of

kindnefs, and defired me to be one of his fa-

mily, while I remained on that ftation. His

houfe was fmall, having only a large falk

a manger, and two bedchambers befide

out-buildings, for the kitchen, fervants,

&c. I found, at his houfe, his lady, a bro-

ther, and his wife, and a Captain Hill \ all at

bed, and board with him ; and yet he urged me
to ftay all night, and when I objected to it,

he told me that Captain Hill had a mattrafs,

with a Jheet laid over it f on the dining room

floor, and that it was wide enough for two,

for, to tell you the truth, faid he, I have lain

E 2 upon

• Richard Bafnett, Efq. a Gentleman well known at Bath and at

Southampton, by his amazing Dexterity in (hooting an Apple with a

(ingle Ball ; and which I have feen him throw up and hit, ten times to-

gether.

f Only one fheet is laid, two, is one too many.
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upon it for this week paft, but if you will take

my half, I can fleep with my wife. Mrs Baf-

nett had given me rcafon enough to admire

her, and therefore I thought it a good reafon

to accept of the invitation, but before either of

us were afleep, I perceived the door to open,

and a human figure came in, I told Captain Hill,

who obferved, that it was probably one of the

houfe Negroes, come to fteal the Plantation *

which always ftands upon the fide board ; but

loon after, I found myfelf pulled by the fleeve,

and heard a low voice, fay, " majfa ?ne da come"

vaflly furprifed ! I reached out my hand, and

put it upon fomething, as round as an apple,

but as large as a. pumpkin, myfurprize encreafed

then exceedingly ; fo I got up, in a great paf-

Jion, and fent the nocturnal thing out of the

room, with a flea in her ear, I fay her : for I

verily believe, it was a young negro wench,

whom majfa had ordered to fetch the Planta-

tion away, after Mrs. Bajkctt and the family

were gone to bed, for when I related this cir-

cumftance, the next morning, to Mr. Bafnett ;

he began to put on fome of thote fcrious looks,

I had, experienced at Rofe Hall, before mat-

ters were explained, and now I am upon this

fubjecl:

* Small four Punch.
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fubjecfc, for I am glad of any fubjeft rather

than my/elf, I may, I hope relate a ftory of Mr.

Anthony Henley; who was thought a great

wit, and who pollened a Mac. Kittrick fhare of

impudence. He informed me, that he invited

two gentlemen, and their wives, to fpend a

fortnight with him at the Grange. In thofe

days, gentlemen travelled with their own hor-

fes, and Mr. Henley made two days journey,

from London to Winchefter, and knowing

that his friends, were no enemy to the bottle,

he put a fmall hamper of claret behind his

coach, for the men, and a couple of bottles

of cowflip wine, for the ladies ; the narcotic

influence of the cowflips, foon fent the ladies

to bed, and Mr. Henley, who was one of the

ftrongeft, and handfomeft men in England,

fo plied the hufband's with claret, that by

twelve o'clock, the chamber maid was called,

to lead them to their ladies bedchambers, but

previous thereto, Mr. Henley charged the mald^

to obferve, that the lady in the green riding

habit, belonged to the gentleman in red,

and the brown riding habit, to the blue coat

gentleman, but either the maid or Mr. Hen-

ley, miftook the colours and crojjed the hujbands,

but what was worfe, he had made them

promife to be off by eight the next morn-

ing, yet neither appeared till near ten

;

Mr. Henlev, however informed me, that after

he
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he got the Ladies to the Grange, that they both

owned to him, no mifchief had been done on the

Road. * The chambermaid, however took

the blame upon herfelf, for I believe the cham-

ber maids, upon that road, were all in the in-

tereft of Mr. Henley, though he did not make

ufe of Mr. Dunning's art, to win them over to

him. f

* This facetious gentleman, once afked me to breakfaft, at the

Grange, and after fhevving me Lady Betty's Cage, and other Curio/ities, of

his houfe, I was taken into a light elegant Clofet, in which were Corn

Sacks, tied up, and labelled, thus. From Southampton.—From Win-

chefter.—From Andover.—From Stockbridge, &c. It was natural to

aik the Contents? he informed me, they were Love Letters. I could

not faid he, poor Devils ! have the heart to burn them ; at another Time

he took me to Little Dunford to Breakfaft with Mr. Young, Lady

Rochford's Father, who had the nick Name of Brass Young, and it

was really entertaining, to fee, and hear, thole two pieces of Braten

Metal founding together. Mr. Henley, however, was victorious; for

he made Mr. Young own, that his Miftreis was Young's Coufin ; but

Young inlifted alio, that JVlifs Culliford, was related likewife to Lord

Pembroke.

f The young men upon the circuit with Dunning, were always afto-

nifhed to find, liich a mean figure, gained the preference of all the chajie

chambermaids, his method was this, the minute they alighted, Dunning

called for the chamber maid ; «re you, faid he, child, the perfon who

provide the beds ? I am Sir : then faid he there's a guinea for you, and

that retaining fee, fecured his fheets being always the beft aired ! and

furely fuch a generous man, was the fitted to oblige. Dunnin

knew xheejful of a fee before h^nd.
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CHAPTER VI.

1 Am now arrived at that important period

of my life, (yet a compleat half century ago,)

that James Mac. Kittrick, alias Adair, hath

charged me with having " thefole command" of

a party of foldiers, when in the woods of

Jamaica, and falling into an anubufh of the

wild Negroes ; fecuring my own perfon, by

an early retreat, and leaving the battle to be

fought, by my victorious Sergeant, whobrought
many of them in prifoners, at the inftant that

I was boafting of my own perfonal exploits, I

will not call this double named doctor, " a

" beaji, a reptile; anaffajjin, and murder-monger"

but the reader will I am fure excufe me, in fay-

ing he is a bafe libeller, a liar, and a wicked

defamer, and has no pretenfions to be confider-

ed as a gentleman, if he has dared to write,

print.
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print, and publifh, fuch falfchoods. But be-

fore I expofe and refute this wicked caliumina-

tor : it may be neceffary to give fome account

of the ftate of that Ifland, between the years

feventeen hundred and thirty, and that of

thirty nine, when under the government of

Mr. Trelawney ; who made a permanent peace

with thofe black people. Such who are unac-

quainted with that Ifland will be furprifed when

they are told, that all the regular troops in Eu-

rope, could not have conquered the wild Ne-

groes, by force of arms ; and if Mr. Trelawney

had not wifely given them, what they con-

tended for, LIBERTY, they would, in all pro-

bability have been, at this day, mafters of the

whole country. The mountains in that Ifland

are exceedingly fteep and high, much broken,

fplit and divided by earthquakes, and many
parts inaccctTible, but by men, who always go

bare footed, and who can hold by withes, with

their toes, almoft as firmly, as we can with

our fingers. In Governor Trelawney's time,

there were two formidable bodies of the wild

Negroes in the woods, who had no connection

with each other, the weft gang, under the com-

mand of a Captain Ciaijoc: the eaft, under

Captain S^uoha. A ftraggling prifoner of $>w-

\ taken, he was fent to inform

his
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his brethren, with the conditions Mr. Trelaw-

ney held out to them, and which were accept-

ed, by Cudjoe long before Captain Shtoha, had

heard any thing of it. At this time, I had been

removed from my Port Maria Bay, duty, to

a place called Hobble's, five miles from the fea,

in the parifh of St. George's ; under the com-

mand of Lieutenant George Concannen, a gen-

tleman, who had been long in the Ifland, and

brother to Mathew Concannen, then the at-

torney general of Jamaica. The parifh of St.

George's, one of the fineft, and molt fertile in

the Ifland, had in a manner been laid defolate,

by the wild Negroes, fo much fo, that though

it once abounded in fugar plantations, we were

obliged to fend thirty miles for our rum, and

many other neceflaries, nor durft we even ap-

pear without the walls of our barracks, after

it was night, as the wild Negroes furround-

ed us, and frequently, when they heard our

centinels call all's well ; would reply, ki ! ki

!

Becara call all's well, while we tccve their corn ;

at this place, Mr. Concannen was reinforced

with a Lieutenant, and fifty militia men, black

and white/hot, as they were there termed, and

feventy baggage Negroes ; his orders were to

march up a certain river-courfe, till we difco-

vered a wild negroe town, fuppofed by good

information,
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information, to be upon its margin, or very

near it ; after two or three days march from

Hobby's, towards the fun fetting, we came to

a fpot, on which the-impreflion of human feet,

of all ages, were very thick upon the fands, as

well as dogs, &c. We were certain therefore,

that the objeel: of our fearch was near, but as

there is very little twilight in that country, it

was determined, that we mould lie quietly all

night upon our arms, and make our attack at

the dawn of day, the next morning ; and be-

fore the fun appeared, we perceived the fmoak

of their little Hamlet, for the Negroes, always

have a fire burning in their huts to drive away

the miifqidtoes : we therefore flattered ourfelves,

that wc might take even them, napping : if

thofe people, ever ftand their ground, it is up-

on fuch, as is almoft inacceffible by white men,

and the firft notice of their attack, is a heavy

fire, from invifible hands ! however the little

Hamlet I am fpeaking of, was not a principal

town, but a temporaryJiJJjing and hunting villa,

if I may be allowed the exprefiion ; it was fitu-

ated on the margin of the river, acceffible every

way, and confequently not teenable : and

therefore the inhabitants, who had difcovered

our approach, were gone off in the night, or

perhaps but a few minutes before we entered

their
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their town, for there were feventy-four huts,

and a fire burning in each, but no living crea-

ture in it. Here the duty, upon which we

were fent, was compleatly performed ; but Mr.

Concannen, thought it then became his duty,

to communicate to us, the orders he had re-

ceived, in the governor's name, from Captain

James Adair, (not one of the Adairs of the

Highlands of Scotland, but really Captain

adair) * brother to the late well known, and

much refpe&ed, William Adair, of Pall Mall,

Efq. when I faid confidted us, I meant myfelf,

the lieutenant of militia, and our young Scotch

furgeon : I do not know what Mr. Concannen's

own opinion was, but he adopted ours, which

I am fure was a very weak one, and that was

to burn the town, and purfue the enemy;

both which, we inftantly put into execution,

and followed the very track, which the Negroes

had, in fome meafure made paffable, by cut-

ting the bullies before us. At every half mile,

we found Cocoes, Tarns, Plantains, &c. left art-

fully by the Negroes, to induce us to believe,

they were in fear of our overtaking them, and

at length we found a fire, before which they

had left feveral grills of wild hog, probably well

feafoned

- Kill Ctica.
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feafoned for us, we continued the purfuit, till

near night, and then, hearing their dogs bark,

we concluded they had heard us alfo, and we
gave over all hopes of feeing or hearing any

thing more of them : we had marched with

great expedition, the whole day, and were

much fatigued, but foon after, we got upon,

the margin of Spanijh River, * where we in-

tended to enjoy ourfelves, and reft that night,

and the next morning, to follow the Stream,

to the fea fide, in order to find our way back

to Hobbies : for the ftream only, could have

directed us which was our courfe back again.

As I was the fecond in command, my
ftation was, in the rear of the whole bo-

dy of men, baggage Negroes and all ; and

as foldiers on that duty, can only march

Hedge-fajhion one after another, I may venture

to lay, I had been all the former days, a mile

at leaft from Mr. Concannen, who marched in

the front, except a ferjeant, and twelve black and

white Jhot, which preceded him : but as all idea

of fervice was over, I delired Mr. Concannen,

to permit the militia Lieutenant, to bring up

the rear, that I might have the pleafure of his

company, and converfation, on our way down

to the fea fide ? this being agreed to, after

drinking

* The Rivers in Jamaica, arc the bed Partes for Foot palTtngers, ex-

cept in heavy Rains, and then they carry all before them.
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drinking our wild fage tea, we gave our fu-

zees to the drummer, and moved forward.

The Negroes, fome of whom, had been in our

rear, all the preceding day, and others before

us, had placed themfelves, from top to bot-

tom, on a very fteep mountain, thickly cover-

ed with trees and bufhes ; on the other fide of

the river, under which, they knew we muft

pafs, as the water was too deep on our fide,

and as that mountain was not an hundred and

fifty yards from the fpot, on which we had flept,

they had an opportunity of knowing our num-

bers, and feeing which of us, were the Grande-

men, for as to external drefs, we were all very

much alike, in courfe jackets and trowfers. The

Negroes therefore, permitted the advanced fer-

jeant, and his party, to pafs unnoticed, but

the minute us Grande-men got under their am-

bufh, a volley fhot came down, which muft

have killed or wounded molt of us, had they

taken any aim, but they are fuch cowards, that

they lie down upon their bellies, ftart up to

fire per hazard, and then fink down, to re-load ;

feveral of the foldiers, for the militia were at

fome diftance, though not out of gun fhot, were

mortally wounded, and the drummer, at our

elbows, was fhot through the wrift : at this

inftant, the baggage Negroes, (feventy) who
had
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had but juft got their loads upon their heads,

threw them down, and run away; and the

militia, to a man, their oilicer excepted, (whom
however we did not fee) followed them. The
wild Negroes at the fame time, firing and call-

ing out, Becafa run away

—

Becara run away,

it is probable too, that we mould have followed,

but fortunately, there were fome large maffes

of the mountain which had caved down, and

which lay in the middle of the ftream, juft

under the foot of the ambufh, and we took

fheltcr behind them, but though we could hear

the Negroes and even converfe with them,

not one was to be fecn ! ! our original ftock of

foldiers, did not exceed thirty, and to the beft

of my remembrance, we were not above fix-

teen or feventeen behind the rocks, nor was it

in our power, to reftrain, that handful of men
we had, from firing at thefmoak only, of our

enemies, till they had not a fingle cartridge

left !—The Surgeons inftruments, and all the

fpare ammunition, with the provilions, &c.

was call down in the river above, and to fay

the truth, we durft not run away, for the Ne-

groes, only fired, when they could fee a head,

or an arm of any of our people, above the rocks,

and there we ftaid, more out of fear, than from

any hopes of victory, up to our waifts in water

for
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for four hours and a half, with a burning fun

upon our heads, and in momentary apprehen-

fions, of being all taken alive, for I believe that

fear, overcome the fear of immediate death,

I own it was fo with me, and at length, how-

ever, one of our men, was fliot through the

knee ! it was impoffible that he could have been

fo wounded, from the ambufli fide, and there-

fore we naturally, and fearfully too, concluded,

the Negroes had croffed the river, either above

or below us, and that they would inftantly pufli

in upon us, and take us alive, we therefore

agreed to quit our place of Ihelter, and take

our chance of their referved lire ; and put the

beft face we could, upon our enemy, on the

other fide, with prefented, bnt unloaded arms,

for Mr. Concannen, myfelf, and the furgeon

only, had a few fpare cartridges, we according-

ly haftily paffed over the river, which was not

forty yards, from the thicket, and was as

thickly be-fpattered on our retreat, as by their

firft falutation, the men who were mortally

wounded, and who perhaps never intended to

move from the ftones in the river on which

they were repofing for death, were fo alarmed,

to think that their laft minutes, were to be

fpent in the poffeflion, oifuch enemies, defying

their wounds, their agonies, and their miferies,

jumped
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jumped up and followed us, and one in parti-

cular, who had been fhot through the body, at

the firft fire, received another bullet in at his

back, and out at his belly, and yet not only

went over with us, but actually clambered up a

fteep mountain, and there befought us to dif-

patch him. Before we had been two minutes

in the oppoiite wood, the militia lieutenant

joined us, hehad concealed himfelf behind atree,

for what elfe could he do ? and as we dread-

ed a purfuit ; we afcended as faft as crippled,

fatigued, and for myfelf, I will add, frighten-

ed men could afcend, the fteepeft mountains,

during which we heard the horrid fhouts,

drums, and rejoicings of our victorious enemies

in the river below ; not only rejoicing over

our fait beef, bread, hams, &c. &c. but bearing

as we afterwards found, the heads of our dead

men in triumph. The run away militia, got

among the fettlements the fame evening, and

had not their hinder wounds, contradicted their

forward declarations ; they would have made

their neighbours believe they had fought vali-

antly, I believe that a report had prevailed,

that Mr. Concannen, and the whole party, had

run away, * that report aggravated Mr. Con-

cannen's

* I never heard of any party, whether of militia, or regulars, that

could (land againfl the ambuflies of thofe people.
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carmen's friends, and then it was as wickedlv

jpropagated that becaufe Mr. Concannen, the

attorney general, and Mr. Trelawney the go-

vernor, were upon bad terms, that the gover-

nor had fent his brother, the lieutenant, upon

this hazardous expedition, with a handful of

men, to facrifice him to the private refentment,

he bore to the attorney general. I am happy

even at this diftant period, however, to fay,

that Mr. Trelawney, was too wife, too good,

and of too noble a difpofition ; to be capable

of any bafe, mean, or fpiteful action. The

town being found according to the information

given us, is fufficient to prove, that it was for

the good of the fervice only that fuch orders

were given, and that us, younger counfel ofwar,

whom Mr. Concannen confulted, led him into

that difafterous fituation, in fpanifli river, Mr.

Grenville, had a ftatue erected to him, when
he quitted his government of Barbadoes, where

there were no wild Negroes to fubdue ; and if

the inhabitants of Jamaica, had been as. wife,

as they were generous, they too mould have

erected one,.to Mr. Trelawney, before his door,

at St. Jago, as the preferver of the Ifland, and

the author of their prefent quiet polTeflion of

it. I muft now return, to my brother officer,

and fellow fufferers, in fpanifh river ; Mr. Con-

F cannen
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cannen, by ftanding fo many hours in the wa-

ter, with a perpendicular fun upon his head,

and a mind deeply fuffering no doubt upon

many accounts, was fuddenly feized with a

violent fever. Before we afcended the firft

ileep mountain, but we thought it prudent,

if practicable, to afcend to the very higheft,

and with great difficulty, and crippled as we
were, did fo ; the poor drummer, who had

been wounded at the firft onfet, got a ball

through each thigh, when we retreated, and

called loudly for water, or he could proceed

he faid no further ; Mr. Concannen, was in

the fame diftreffed condition, but not a drop

of water was to be had, my friend, and brother

officer, then lay down, and defired me to make

the beft of my way, with fuch men as were

able to follow me, and not to facrifice the

whole to two or three, miferable wretches un-

able to proceed. One of the foldiers, had a lit-

tle hammock, made out of a barrack meet,

at his back, and flinging that between two

trees, we with much difficulty got Mr. Con-

cannen into it, for he was a tall bulky man ;

he then procured water, but of his own making,

in his hat, and from time to time, moijlened

his mouth with it, I fay moijlened, for he durft not

indulge his appetite in fwallowingit, for want

of
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of the fame powers of fupply ! the night ap-

proached, and as a profound filenee was necef-

fary, every man bore his wretched condition,

without a groan, though we were all in a con-

dition, I hope as bad as thofe fufferers in the

hold at Calcutta, which has been fo pathetical-

ly related, by a (till furviving, and refpeclable

fufferer, Governor Holwell. For myfelf, I lay

down upon my back, by the fide of my brother

officer, with my tongue out, and praying to

god to let that dew fall, which is confidered

fatal to thofe who expofe themfelves to it. The

next morning, providentially, we found an

enormous cotton tree, the fpurs of which,

grew fo fantaftically, that they had formed

a refervoir of rain water, it was as black as

coffee ; but it was more acceptable, than a

treafure of gold, on the evening of that day

we got to the fea fide, and among fome inha-

bitants where hofpitality and humanity was

not wanting, notwithstanding the prefent hue

and cry about flavery, cruelty, &c.

Jamaica is an ifland as remarkable for longe-

vity as any part of the known world, and I

hope and believe, there are many people liv-

ing there, and here too, who will remember

this tranfaclion, not only as it occafioned much

F 2 converfation
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conversion among the principal people of the

iiland, relative to the flanderous reports about

the governor and the attorney general, but as

being our laft aft of hoftility, as will appear

in the next chapter, between the wild Negroes,

and the civil inhabitants, a moil important

JEra, in the annals of that wonderful, beau-

tiful, and I will add, plentiful and luxurious

ifland.

C H A P.
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CHAPTER VII,

NOTHING but a mind rouzed to recol-

lection, and awaken'd by the grofleft falfe-

hoods, could have recalled fo perfectly to my
memory, transactions, which from the great

diftance of time, feemed to me but as a dream,

though it may be obferved, that people in age,

frequently forget the events of the year, and

even the day in which they live, yet have a

perfect recollection of what pafTed in their

youth. About three months after this unfor-

tunate run-away bujinefs in Spanifh river, Go-

vernor Trelawney, like the Duke of Marlbo-

rough, honoured me with a fecond tryaj, for I

was again ordered out with a party of three

hundred regular troops, under the command
of Captain Adair, we were in poffeffion of a

prifoner, one of Captain, Quoha's people, and

he too was one of their horn/men, and under-

took
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took to lead us to their principal town, for at

this time Quoha did not certainly know, that

Cudjoe (the captain of the weft end of the

Ifland gang) had fubmitted upon Governor

Trelawney's terms. It was utterly impoflible

that thofe two parties could have any kind of

communication or correfpondence with each

other ; our prifoner, the horn/man, was well

afilired however, that the weftern gang had

laid down their arms, and were in poffeflion

of that for which they contended ; liberty,

he allured us too, that we mould fail, if we

attempted to poflefs ourfelves of their town

by force : it was fo fituated, he faid, that no

body of men, or fcarce an individual could ap-

proach it, that they would not have five or fix

hours notice, by their detached watchmen, or

out centinels ; nothing but ocular demonftra-

ticn, can convey a perfect idea of the fteep

and dangerous precipices we palled, and which

men, wearing fhoes, could not be 10 fecure as

Negroes, who being bare footed : had toe fin-

gcrs, as well as hands, to fecure them from

falling. After two or three days fatiguing

march, the hornfman^ conducted us to the foot

of a very fteep and high mountain, where we
found in the vale beneath, a plantation of

yams, plantanes, &c. he informed us that on

the
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the other fide, equally fteep to defcend, flood

their town, and the only acceffible way to it,

was up a very narrow path, that holes were
" cut, from place to place, about four foot deep,

all the way up, and down, with crutch flicks

fet before them, for the entrenched Negroes,

to reft their guns upon, and that the firft man

who appeared would be fired at, and another

Negroe ready loaded, to take his place for the

next comer, in fhort, that it would be impof-

fible tu lead our men in force, even to the top

of the mountain, where the Negroes, who
knew of our approach, were waiting for us;

Captain Adair perceiving that force of arms

would not do, to my great fatisfaction, order-

ed the horn/man to found his horn ; the Ne-

groes then were at no lofs to know that their

miffing companion was with us, and they re-

turned the falute, by founding theirs, but all

this while, not a man of them was to be feen !

we then hailed them with a trumpet, and told

them we were come to agree, not to fight

;

that the governor had given Cudjoes people

freedom, and that the fame terms were open

to them ; this account tallying exactly to that

which the poor Laird of Laharret had com-

municated to them, had much weight, but

when they were informed, that we were foU

diers,
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diers, not militia, they were alarmed, obferv-

ing, that foldiers had no tatta, no mamma, and

that one foldicr dead, 't'other tread upon him,

however, after a long trumpet park, they agreed

to fend one of their Captains, in exchange,

for one of ours, in order to fettle preliminaries,

and this being agreed, to our utter aftonifh-

ment, we faw in an inftant, an acre of under

wood cut down, and that acre covered with

Negroes ! every man having cut down a bufh

at one blow in the twinkling of an eye ! foon

after, terms being agreed to, we marched, or

rather fcrambled up the narrow path, and

found at proper diftances, the holes and

crutches exactly as defcribed by 'the horn/man
\

when we hac| defcended a path equally fteep

and narrow on the other fide, and approached

the town, it became wide enough to march

our men in, two a breafc, under the beat of

drums, this novel appearance, to their women
and children, feemed fo terrible, that they

could not ftand it, but taking their children

by their arms, run away with them into the

woods ; however, when our drums were filent,

and the men inactive, they returned, one, or

two, at a time, till all was quiet, as I was the

hoftage, and firft in their town, I took up my
abode at Captain guoha's habitation, and i%

wag



( 73 >

was fome amufement then to obferve, with

what deteflation his peccananes (children) were

bred, to feel againft white men ; for though

they faw their father in civil converfation

with me, they could not refrain from finking

their pointed fingers, as they would knives

if they had been permitted, againft my breaft,

faying in derifion, a becara—becara—/. e.

white man ! white man ! and here I had the

mortification of feeing the poor laird of Lahar-

rets* under jaw, fixed as an ornament, to one

of their hornfmen's horn, and we found that

the upper teeth of our men, flain in Spanifh

river, were drilled thro' and worn as ankle,

and wrift bracelets, by their Obea women, and

fome of the ladies of the Jirfl fajhion in toivn ;

however, upon our informing ^uoha, that fuch

objects were very painful to us, they did not

appear the next day, I was very inquifitive to

know in what manner the poor laird was put to

death, but all I could obtain, upon that fubjecl,

was, that he had pleaded his own caufe, and

the Negroes too, fo well (for he was a man of

fenfe, and learning) that Quoha told me, he

had put bracelets upon his wrifts, and deter-

mined to have fent him down to Governor

Trelawney,

* The lairds teeth were fo very particular, that fome of our men

could have fworn to the identity of the jaw bone.
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Trelawney, with offers of fubmiflion upon the

fame terms, the laird had allured him, Cudjoe

had accepted ; but faid guoha, when I confuked

our Obca woman, me oppofed the meafure, and

faid, him bring becara for take the town, fo cut

him head off. But God knows what the poor

laird furTere,d, previous to that kind operation.

The old Hagg, who pafled fentence of death

upon this unfortunate man, had a girdle round

her wafte, with (I fpeak within compafsj nine

or ten different knives hanging in fheaths to

it, many of which I have no doubt, had been

plunged in human flcfh and blood; the fufcep-

tible reader therefore can better conceive, than

I can defcribe, what my feels were, who had

fo lately efcaped from fome of her horrid ope-

rations in the ufe of them. But in the midft

of this calm, and when we had reafon to think

aH was peace and fecurity, an event took place,

which had not only nearly loft us the honor of

making peace, and the iflands the benefit of it,

but involved us in a civil war, for a militia

colonel, was out at the fame time, with a large

party of his men, and hearing by fome ftrag-

gting negroes, that Mr. Adair had brought the

negroes to terms, he joined us at Trelawney

town, and being of fuperior rank to Adair, in-

fifted upon it, that the terms of peace fhould

be
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be fent down in his, not Captain Adair's name;

and this difpute, between us regulars, and the

militia officers, arofe to fuch a height, that

Adau had put us all under arms, and if the

militia colonel had not fubmitted, I verily be-

lieve we fhouid have come to blows. The ne-

groes could not be indifferent fpe&ators to a

icene of fuch confufion, and fo big with mif-

chief, and it was with fome difficulty we could

prevail upon S^uoha to confider himfelf, and his

people fafe, between two contending parties of

white men ; and if £htcha had not been a plan-

tation JIave, who knew fomething of the cuf-

toms, and manners, of the white people, all

had been loft, it was clear however, that the

peace was the act of Captain Adair, though

the militia colonel might affume, upon our

junction, the command of the whole, but even

that, Captain Adair would not fubmit to. As

£$uoha fpoke tolerable good Englifh, and feem-

ed a reafonable man, I queftioned him very

clofely about the tranfaction in fpanifh river
;

and the fate of thofe wounded men whom we
left there, but he anfwered my queftions fo

cautioufly, that it was plain the truth was

not to be told, but when I alked him what

mifchief our random fire at theirfmoak had done

;

he fharply replied, " ma[fa you nofee this hole in

my
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my cheek? one ofyour /loot bounce again my gun , him

flly up, and makeum" and he was the only man
who loft a drop of blood on their fide, on a day

that we fuffered fo feverely, both in body, and

mind. One of the liftening negroes, to my
converfation with £>uoha, then told me he had

obferved me in particular, after we quitted the

ambufh, for when we left the river, and got into

the thicket, I found a little keg of fhrub, which

one of our baggage negroes had caft from his

head, in the firft flight, and a foldier near me,

having a little tin pot at his girdle, we all took

a potation from it, and a moft feafonable relief

it afforded, after (landing a long time up to our

hips in water, with a vertical fun upon our

heads. I then queftioned the negroe where he

was at that time ? it feems he and another ne-

groe, had been hunting wild hog, and was not

with the negroes in ambufh, but the reports of

our firing, had brought them to the fpot, and

they had concealed themfelyes behind a large

cotton tree, and ventured to fire only once,

upon us, before we had left the river, and then

it was, that the man was fhot in the knee, and

that fhot it was, which determined us to quit the

river: finding that we were fired upon from

both fides, and apprehen'ivc that the negroes

would have rufhed in upon us, and taken us

alive,



( 77 )

alive, for that only was our fear, we would have

compounded for immediate death ; but we
dreaded the ientence of death, and the execu-

tions of it, from the hands of that horrid

wretch, their Obea woman. I have been thus

particular, as to this part of the bufinefs, be-

caufe the ingenious author of the hiftory of Ja-

maica, in fpeaking of the peace made with the

wild negroes by Governor Trelawney, has not

mentioned it as tivo diftincl acls, and with two

feparate bodies of men, under different leaders,

and quite unconnected, but as if it had been

one acl of grace ; to one body of people ; where-

as, it was as diftincl: a matter, as making peace

with the French, without including the Spani-

ards, or the Spaniards without the French.

This great and important fervice rendered to

that ifland, mould have been marked by the

aflembly with a ftatue at St. Jago, before the

governor's door, to the man, who preferved

their lives, and properties ; and as they are a

generous, a brave, and an hofpitable people,

I hope, when they fo properly place a ftatue

to Lord Rodney's memory for fo gallantly de-

fending them from an attack by fea, that they

will not forget, what they owe to him who fe-

cured them interior benefits ofequal importance

to their purfes and perfons. Though it is fifty

years
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years fince thefe tranfaclions took place, there

can be no doubt but that there are many per-

fons now living in England, and in Jamaica,

who perfectly remember the two events I have

been forced to relate in vindication of my mi-

litary character, and if the falfe defamer, y

kittrick, does not produce the itleman of

" refpeciable character, nor thole to whom that

refpeclable gentleman iold it to at Batb, to confirm^

that I had the fiole command" that I run away,

that my ferjeant obtained the victory, while

I was boafting of my own prowefs" the candid

reader will I am convinced agree with me,

that the charge was bafe, wicked, cow-

ardly, and fuch as no man, not utterly void

of every fenfe, of honor, confcience, or

rectitude ! would have dared to have pub-

iiftied.
*

CHAP.

* Let Mr. Mackittrick produce that gentleman of character, or the

gentlemen to whom he related fo circumjlantially this matter, and if they

are really men of character, I hereby promife to acknowledge my fhame

in the publick papers ; but I Pnall txprct Mr. Mackittrick for ever to

hide his head among the barren hills, which gave fuch a wretch life,

if he cannot, and I tell him he cannot ; the man docs not live who can

lay it, not even he who wrote it, dual not.
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CHAPTER VIIL

1N confequence of thefe twofmarting expediti-

ons againft the wild negroes, and hearing that

there was a talk of railing ten regiments in

England, I applied to Mr. Trelawney for fix

months leave of abfence, and having obtained

that indulgence, Captain Wyndham, of the

Greenwich man of War, was fo obliging, to

give me a pafiage home with him, in which

fhip I bore my ihare in two of the greateft ca-

lamities, to which mariners are fubject:

—

Fire, And Water ; for in the windward paf-

fage, during very fine weather, and fmooth

water ; the cooper dropped a lighted candle

into a half puncheon of rum, which wisjioed

in the after hatch-way ; and which ftood upon

many others. The fire burft forth with great

fury, even to flame up to main-top ! all com-
mand
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mand inftantly ceafed, and fuch a fcene of con-

fufion took place, as is utterly undefcribable.

Captain Wyndham, and his firfl lie Mr.

Crookfhanks, (now livingj aflifted by the other

officers, and fuch men as were not deprived of

reafon {for I faw many who were) exerted all

their fkill and prudence, in extinguishing the

flames, by covering the fpirits with water, for

had they flopped the bunghole, as fome propof-

ed, it is probable the air within, would have

been fo rarihed, as to burft the veffel, and fet

all the dry materials on fire alfo. Fourteen

fail of Merchantmen, which were under our

convoy, feeing the condition we were in, and

knowing that our guns were all (hotted, flood

off. The men had left the wheel, and the

fhip, with her fails fet, took her own courfe !

during this time, or a great part of it, I was

the only perfon upon the quarter deck, for

there were more about the fire than could be

of fervice, and I experienced zfecond tryal, al-

moft equal to that in fpanifh river. In bad

weather failors will obey orders, but in a

lhip on fire, it is every man, a dram out of his

own bottle i and I believe many bottles were

poured down during that time; for either a

temporary madnefs, or extreme drunkennefs,

feemed to have taken place, among the greateft

part



( 8i )

part of the crew. Some were crying, many

were raving, fome laughing, while others were

endeavouring to get the boats over the fide ;

yet I am firmly perfuaded, had the fhip been

burnt, thofe men who preferved a little reflec-

tion, and refolution, would have been faved.

The water was perfectly fmooth, and though

the Merchantmen flood off, all their boats

would have been out, the minute the fhip had

blown up, not only to fave the people, but

many loofe things which fuch a fudden explo-

fion, muft neceffarily fet on float ; it was a

trying time with us all, and as I had nothing

to do, but to confider my own fafety, I fecur-

ed an oar, and laid it upon the netting of the

quarter deck, determining, if the fire gained

upon the fhip, to perifh by water, rather than

fire, or to fave myfelf by fwimming, and float-

ing with my oar. However the good fenfe and

prudence of thofe about the fire got the better

of it, and peace and order again took place.

As we had not only Commodore Brown, -the

late Sir William Burnaby, and feveral ladies

paflengers, the fociety, on board was very

agreeable, and much heightened by the oblig-

ing conduct, of Captain Wyndham ; one ofthe

beft bred gentlemen in the britifh navy, but

when we got into the latitude of Bermudas, we

G were
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were taken by a gale of wind, or rather by a

furious ftorm, fuch as landmen cannot con-

ceive, and fuch as few feamen ever experience,

if I miftake not, we run eleven knots (miles)

under our bare poles, we then attempted to

lye to, but the fliip would not bear it, and we
were obliged to run before it, a under fore fail,

while we were in this fituation, the mountai-

nous fea which followed us, becalmed the

fore fail, and the fea made a breach over us,

and with fuch force too, that the poop, the

cabins beneath it, and all the upper works were

fo ftove in, that the great cabin was laid quite

open, and nufh with the main deck, Sir Wil-

liam Burnaby's hammock and mine, flung

fide by fide, at this time, in the gun-room,

and the fea, which came pouring down the

hatch ways in fuch quantities, induces us to

believe, that die fhip was under water, and that

we had no longer to live, than till fhe was fill-

ed between decks, but as I fat in my hammock,

with my face to the tiller-head, the canvas hav-

ing been beat in, I perceived light, for it was

juft at break of day that this pooping fea had

broke over us. I then got out of my ham-

mock, and with difficulty, in my fliirt only,

gained the deck, but good God I what a fight

did it exhibit, there lay poor old Commodore
Brown

;
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Brown ; ladies, both black and white, naked

among the fragment of furniture, bedding,

fheets, blankets, all helter-fkelter without any-

covering, but their wet fhirts and fhifts, and

poor captain Wyndham, a cripple with the gout,

holding himfelffrom being blown overboard, by

the main-flieet ; I crawled, (for I could not walk)

to Commodore Brown, and alked if I could ren-

der him any fervice : hefaida few dry blankets,

would be of ufe to the poor ladies, and as Sir

"William's hammock and mine, were perfectly

dry, I got down again into the gun room, and

having fecured two or three blankets, and a pot

of ginger (which coft me feven pounds fterling)

I attempted to make my way up again, but a

fea broke over us which not only threw me
down the hatch-way, but broke my pot of gin-

ger, which the jacks, fopped as it was, in fait

water, and dirt, devoured in an inftant. It is

very lingular, that though all the after cabins

were warned away, and even the bedfteads on

which fome of the paffengers lay were fplinter-

ed, no one was maimed, wounded, or warned

overboard ! The paffengers, ladies and all, were

got down into the purfer's cabin, and bread

room, and the gale continued in its greateft

force, I think for more than eight and forty

hours ; I have been much at fea, and in what

G 2 has
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has been called by feamen very hard gales of

. wind, but they were mere breezes to this Ber-

mudian gale. Upon my arrival in England,

I found ten new regiments were to be raifed,

fix of marines, and four of foot, my brother,

was then at Cambridge, fent me a letter to

Mr. Townfhend, and directed me to deliver it

myfelf, either in townor country, and upon en-

quiry, I found Mr. Townfhend was upon a vifit,

with that great and good man, Mr. Poyntz, at

Mitcham, andthitherl went with pofthorfes, for

no fuch thing as a poft chaife exifted in thofe

days, it was very fevere weather, and I arrived

there fefreft bitten, that I could not have re-

turned even to Reading. Mr. Poyntz there-

fore humanely invited me to flay a day or two,

as he kindly termed it, to warm myfelf, and

then faid he, part ofmy family, who are going

to London, can give you a corner in my coach,

and I went back, with an open letter in my
pocket from Mr. Townfhend to Sir William

Younge. This letter (was not written in a

court favor ftyle) but to defire I might be pro-

moted in the new raifed corps to the rank of

c5 ptain, which was accordingly done, being ap-

pointed Captain lieutenant to Brigadier Jeffe-

i's marine regiment of foot, for at that time

the marines were independent of the admiralty

board.
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board. Our head quarters was fixed at South-

ampton, and after two or three months fuccefs-

ful recruiting, I was ordered to quarters. A
few days after my arrival there, fourteen or

fifteen officers, all flrangers to each other, were

collected to eat our firft regimental dinner together,

and here I hope I mail be excufed, if I relate a

very unfortunate circumftance which arofe even

before I had drank a glafs of wine with my
brother officers. I am well aware that events

of fuch a nature outfit not to come from the

pen of either party, but as Jemmy Makittrick has

charged me with want of fpirit among the

blacks, I hope to be pardoned, if I relate part

at leaft, ofmy conduct among my white brethren

at Southampton, for previous to our fitting

down at dinner, obferving one of the compa-

ny to have his hand fupported by a black lilk

fling, I afked by what accident he had fuffered ?

he replied that he had been involved in

a fray at Portfmouth the evening before, and

that two of his finders had been cut oil. It

was natural to afk him what company he had

been in ? he named feveral, and among them

Lieutenant Briggs, a gentleman whom I knew
and eftecmed, and who was juit appointed to

that vacancy, which my promotion had

ri:aue in the company at Jamaica. I was afto-

r.ifhed, and concerned, obferving that Mr.
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Briggs was my friend, and particular acquain-

tance ; he may be your acquaintance, replied

the wounded gentleman, but I affure you he

is not your friend, for he abufed you in the

grofTeft terms, intimatingat thefame time that it was

lucky the wind was not eaflerly, or he would have

been failed for Jamaica. I underftood by this

hint, what was expected, for it feems the abufe

Mr. Briggs had beftowed upon me, had been

imparted to all the company. And here I muft

obferve that this young man had run out a

very pretty fortune, and was fo diftreffed, as

to go over to Jamaica, a cadet in the company

to which I belonged ; that I had pitied his con-

dition, that he eat often with me, was fome-

times affifted with a little pocket money from

mine ; and that we never had the leaft differ-

ence together, that I had rejoiced to hear he

had fucceeded me in the commiffion I quitted,

and that if I had been afked his character, I

mould have mentioned him as a genteel well

bred young man, for whom I had a real efteem

and regard.

The reader may eafily conceive my fituation

at dinner, with fourteen or fifteen gentlemen,

who would never have eat again with me per-

haps, had Mr. Briggs been failed, I therefore

made
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made a fhort meal, drank the gentlemens

healths, and defired them to fufpend their judg-

ment for a few hours, as I underftood Mr.

Briggs was flill at Portfmouth, and that I would

endeavour to fee him before I flept, or eat

again. I was at this time a very young man,

and neither the colony of Georgia, nor the moun-

tains and wild negroes in Jamaica, had given me
much opportunity of knowing how to conduct

myfelf, upon an occalion fo very novel and un-

expected ; but as the late General Sir Richard

Lyttleton, was one of the company, and

though not older than myfelf, I knew he had

been page to the Queen, and much better ac-

quainted with life than me, I fent for him out,

and defired him not only to honor me with his

advice, how to proceed at that time, but to

give his afliftance throughout the whole affair,

provided I acted with that fpirit which 1 ought,

and which he approved. Mr. Lyttleton faid

many polite things upon the occafion, thought

himfelf particularly honoured, and being fin-

gled out from fo many brother officers, equally

zealous to ferve me, and then obferved, that

Mr. Briggs mull be a paltroon, to have fo

nearly timed his indecent attack, upon an abfent

gentleman, therefore faid he, do not challenge

him but cane him foundly, and tell him he will

find
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to call upon you at Southampton ; adding, that

I mould thereby interrupt his prefent voyage,

and render him the challenger. With thefe in-

ftructions I inftantly took my leave of Mr. Lyt-

tleton, and fet off for Portfmouth, it was in

the month of April, and the day that Admiral

Cavendifh gave a bail, upon being elected

member for that city. I did not find the young

gentleman at his lodging, but while I was wait-

ing for him at the coffee houfe, I faw him

ftanding at the King's Arms Tavern door, very

elegantly dreffed, for the ball, and to do his

perfon juftice, he was a very elegant man,

he had a fword on, and a cane in his hand,

and as I had only a fword, and a fmall riding

ftick, I drew a more fubftantial one out of a

bundle, which ftood to be fold at the next door,

and without ftaying to pay the owner for it,

I determined to pay Mr. Briggs with it, I believe

he faw me draw it out, for before I got over

to him, he was as white as the paper I am now
writing upon, my word, and my blow went

in unifon, at his head, and brought forth

blood enough to fpoil half a dozen brocade

vaiftcoats, he did not draw his fword, but

ftruck at me with his cane, I then followed my
blows, till I had fhivered my ftick to pieces

over



( 8 9 )

over him, and then I took him, flick and all,

and laid him at full length in the gutter of the

high flreet, before the King's arms door, gave

him a blow or two with his own cane, and told

him he would find me at his fervice at South-

ampton whenever he had any further com-

mands for me. Portfmouth being a garrifon

town, we were both, in an inftant put under

arreft by the Governor, and the next morning

according to Etiquette Militaire brought before

him to /hake hands and befriends, and then we
were fet at liberty, but as Mr. Briggs was not in

a condition to take notice of his dreffingfor the ball,

at that time fo I told him again, where I was

to be fpoken with, and returned to Southamp-

ton. The next morning 1 was informed Mr.

Briggs was dangeroufly ill, indeed it was with

difficulty he could be brought before the go-

vernor, to perform the Etiquette Militaire, to

take off his arreft ; I then returned to South-

ampton, again letting Mr. Briggs know, where

I was to be found, mould he hereafter have any

commands for me, but before I had been two

days at quarters, (where I was very wrell receiv-

ed by Captain Lyttleton, and my brother offi-

cers) notice came up, that Briggs was dying.

Captain Smyth, a natural fon to Sir Thomas

Lyttleton. and cenfequently a natural brother \x>

Captain
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Captain Lyttleton, was then commander of a

ftiip of war, at Spithead, and bound for New-
foundland, Captain Lyttleton therefore went

down to Portfmouth, to procure me a birth

with his brother upon that ftation, till it might

be deemed fafe for me to return, in cafe of

Briggs's death, however about a fortnight after

I received the following letter from my adver-

fary. " Sir, I came laft friday in expectation

" of feeing you, but being difappointed in my
" delign, I fend you this, which is to acquaint

" you, that the ill treatment I have had from
" you obliges me infift upon feeing you to mor-
" row, the nth of May, 1741, between the

" hours of ten in the morning, and two in the

" afternoon, and that you will fend me word
** by the bearer what hour, and what place,

" otherwife you may depend upon my pofting

" you in every place I come in."

HUTTON BRIGGS.
May 10, 1 741.

*" P. S. If you come alone or bring a friend,

" let me know."

The reader will perceive that the poftfeript

to Briggs's letter conveys more than meets the

eye, confidering the rough manner lie had been

treated



( 9i )

treated at Portfmouth. After confulting Cap-

tain Lyttleton, I replied that I would meet him

upon Titchfield common the next day at one

o'clock, that Captain Lyttleton would honour

me with his attendance as my fecond, and that

I mould bring a cafe of piftols, and a fword,

and expected him to do the fame, foon after

our arrival upon the common on horfe back,

and confequently booted and fpurred, Mr.

Briggs, dreffed like a dancing mailer, appeared

in a chaife and one, accompanied by a Lieuten-

ant Morgan, who propofed to Mr. Lyttleton,

that if I would afk Mr. Briggs's pardon, the

matter might befo fettled, this not being agreed

to, Mr. Briggs, who was a good fwords-man,

and had often given me inftructions with JJorets

in Jamaica, was afked where his piftols were ?

he had none he faid, his arms were on board of

ihip, that a fword was a gentleman's weapon,

and began to bind up his right arm with a filk

handkerchief; being in boots and fpurs, and my
adverfary in pumps, I objected much to decid-

ing the matter with fwords, and Mr. Lyttleton

offered Briggs his choice of three cafes, his own,

mine, or his fervants, but Briggs abfolutely

objected to ufe either, and flourifhed his fword
;

Mr. Lyttleton, then obferved to me, that he

was a coxcomb, and that he believed he was a

coward
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coward alfo, however faid he take him with his

own weapon ; I accordingly did fo.—For the

reft many of Sir Richard Lyttleton's friends

are ftill living, to whom I know he related the

tranfaction ;
* and therefore I fhall only fay,

that Briggs did not kill me ; here I muft obferve,

that three months afterwards, Mr. Briggs did

me the favor of a viiit at Southampton, to know
my commands for Jamaica, and then I alked,

him, what could have induced him to fpeak

fo difrefpectfully of one who had always efteem-

ed him? now it is to be obferved that his

chriitian name was Hutton, and that he had a

rich aunt of that name in Weftminfter, who
was a very intimate acquaintance of my mother

and fillers ; fo intimate, that the foolifli neigh-

bours, imagined the old lady had left her

whole fortune to my mother and fitter, and as

Mr. Briggs found fhe had been told, fome ex-

traordinary tales of his extravagance, he had

conceived me to be the tatler of thofe tranf-

acJons, in order to deter his aunt from leaving

it to him, but he had been lince convinced, that

I did not even know they were related, and

beiiae his aunt was then dead, and had proper-

iy

* Lorr! Barrington, was at that time a particular Friend of Sir Richard's,

ar d i believe Mr. Monckton, now an eminent Surgeon a: Southampton,

was behind the Ht^e L'jiu Barrii gton is no Friend of mine, but he is

.1 of tiuth and .
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ly dilpofed of her fortune to her own relations,

not to mine ; this llory fhould not have ap-

peared here, if I had not been fobafely charged

with running away from the wild negroes, and

befide, however wrong duelling may be deem-

ed, for flight offences, there are fome, which

according to the prefent mode among mankind,

and particularly among military men, which

cannot be decided otherwife ; had Briggs been

failed for Jamaica, I might foon have been in

the fame Situation with fome officer of my own
corps.

ANECDOTE
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ANECDOTE

LORD CHANCELLOR THURLOW.

HAVING tired myfelf, and my reader with

too much on one infignificant Being, which I

hope will be pardoned, as it is a juftification of

my military character. I mall change the fubject

to a man of the firft importance in the kingdom,

and relate the fingular manner in which Lord

Thurlow did me the honor of making me perfo-

nally known to him. It was at Bath, in the year

1780, when he came thither for the benefit of

his health. It may prove ufeful to many
others, both in a phylical and political light,

for
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for at that time I had no knowledge of his lord-

fhip, further than that he had been with my
refpe&able friend Mr. Madocks, one of my
council at the bar of the court ofchancery, and

the houfe of Lords, in an unfuccefsful caufe,

whereby I loft ten thoufand pounds, contrary to

the opinion, not only of both thofe able men,

but of the late Lord Chief Juftice Willes, and

Sir Dudley Ryder. His lordfhip came fo ill to

Bath that the general opinion was he could not

recover, his diforder was bilious in an high de-

gree ; he however walked up to my hermitage,

in company with a lady, and feemed much pleaf-

ed with a romantic fpot I was then building a

hermit*s neft upon. Exclufive of his rank, I was

charmed with his free and eafy manner of con-

verfation, he obferved that I had chofen a bit

of ground to which nature had been very libe-

ral, and fuch as might be improved to advan-

tage ; I then told his lordfhip if I poffefled any

talent, it was the earlieft and humbleft of all

;

that of cottage making, and informed him, that I

once bought a thatched cottage for five and forty

guineas, which had iince been fold for two

thoufand. Why ay, fays my lord, that is Fe-

liatow cottage, is it not ? adding, I know it,

and by my faith I think it worth but five and

forty pounds now : I thought this but a courfe

compliment,
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compliment, fo I roughed him again m niy turn,

which he not only took :•: J fart, but re-

plied, you will come ;. i dine with me not-

withfb •'• it; nothing 'could betray better

fenfe, or better temper than fuch a reply from

fuch a man as his lordmip, to fuch a man as me.

Upon further converfation, I obferved, that by

his lordfhip's completion, and other fymp-

toms, he certainly had flones in the gall blad-

der ; how mould you know that ? becaufe I am
the firft and belt gall doctor in England :—who
made you fo ? five and twenty years dreadful

fufierings under that moft painful of all difor-

ders, and if your lordfhip will permit, if you

have that diforder, I will not alk, but tell you

what the fymptoms are you naffer under. He
delired I would breakfaft with hiir he next

morning, and was falislied he had every rea-

fon to believe my conjecture was well founded.

1 then informed him I had paifed feven and

twenty gall itones in one day, and allured him

that art, not phyfic, was alone to be ufed to

remove them ; he defirtd me to explain it, and

after alluring his lordlhip, I pretended not to

polTefs any phyfical or anatomical knowledge,

but what extreme perfonal fufierings had wee-

fuily inRrucled me with ; I obferved that the

coagulated bile concretions generally formed

with
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with irregular mulberry like external furfaces,

and confequently when nature (which is al-

ways aiming to difcharge morbid matter)

forced them into the gall duel, their rough

coats irritated the duct fo as to create

not only exquifite pain, but frequently immi-

nent danger j, that the firft thing therefore to

be done was to render the externals of the

gall ftones perfectly fmooth, and that could

only be effected, by a hard trotting horfe. I

then enquired whether he walked, or trotted

his ? he walked him, for trotting he obferved

hurt him ; for that very reafon he-mould ride

one of his coach horfes, obfervins; that were

I to put fome par-boiled peas into a bladder,

and hook to my button hole, I could ride a

horfe from London to York, without crufh-

ing them, but that I could not trot from Lon-

don to Turnham-Green, without reducing

them into one mafs. #

H I am

* The gall (tone is a difordcr unknown to the ancients, and very

little known to the modern phyficians, till about the year 1750,

when Doftor Coe, of Chelmsford, wrote a very ingenious treatife

upon that fubjed. My mother died of that disorder, and I had

flittered grievoufly under it for many years, before I knew the

caufe, yet it is, and probably always was, a very common dil-

ordcr,
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I am the more particular in this relation, be-

caufe I am confident I am right, and that horfe

exercife, keeping the body gently open, and a

free ufe of laudanum, twenty, thirty, or forty

drops, every hour, when the Hones are pair-

ing, and a tepid Bath, is all that can be done,

to relieve the intolerable pain, and fave the

patient, I am convinced too, that ftones, or

coagulated bile, which a trotting horfe either

paffed, or feparated, was the caufe of his Lord-

ihip's rapid recovery, for he trotted himfelf

from that day, in a few weeks, to be fo well

recovered, as to defire all my family, to do, as

I had

order, and cnnfequently miimanaged; drams and all hot

things are mifchievou<;, among the many curious anatomical prepara-

tions of the late ingenious Dr. Frank Nicholls is the gall bladder of a

woman much extended, and quite full of innumerable gall-ftones, three

mulberry coated ones are in ihe duet, which caufed her death, yet they are

not one third of the fize I paf.ed with fmooth fuifaces, I am aflured that

few men die who have not concretions in the gall bladder, in the Hotel

T>iat at Paris, all who die there are opened, and in all, gall Hones are

found, Mackittrick has laughed at Coes book, Dr. Heberden has highly

commended it, and if I mi/take not, has acknowledged himfelf inilruct-

ed by it. The Rev. Mr. Smith who died lately at Bath, according to

the account of Dr. Farry, a very ingenious and obferving phyfician, had

two thou fan d nine hundred gall (tones in the gall bladder, yet he never

fufpected it to be the caufe of his disorder, as the ftomaeh is the feat of

life, may we not naturally conclude, that a due and regular flow of bile

is the firfl and principle concoction in the prefervation of health ? it

feems by its Mutation, to be better fecured than even the heart, from

any external iajury, and is in a great meafure out the reach even of

medicine, and can be operated upon only by that which effects the

whole frame, opium.
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I had frequently done before ; to eat a parting

dinner with him before he left Bath. I cannot

be fo vain, as to fuppofe a man of his abilities,

could find any entertainment in my company,

and therefore I may fairly impute the many

tete a tete dinners I was honoured with at his

table,, arofe from an idea that I had contributed

to the prefervation of his health, and life.

Before his lordfhip left Bath, he took occa-

fion to mention the fenfe he had of my atten-

tion to him, and mentioning the unfortunate

caufe he had been a party inj on my behalf,

at the bar of the houfe of Lords, alked me in

what he could ferve me ? Soon after his Lord-

flvip's return to London, I took the liberty to

mention to him a young Clergyman, the fon

of my particular friend, a young man of un-

common good parts, of much learning, and

of irreproachable character, and hinted to his

Lordfnip, the affecting ftory of Swift's two

fcholars, one of whom, (a fcrub,) who be-

came high in life, while the virtuous man, of

learning and abilities, died an obfcure vicar,

and was faid after ftarving out a long life, " to

" have been thought a notable man in his youth**

Now faid I my Lord, if you knew this young

man, as well as I know him, he would not

H 2 want
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want fuch an advocate as I am, if therefore

your Lordfhip will give him a living, / will

furnijh him with a wife. Lord Thurlow anfwer-

ed my letter by the fame poft, he approved

much he faid of my plan, " but doubted whe-

" ther he was then able to fet him up" fuch a re-

ply, frc#ft fuch a man, as the Lord Chancellor,

to fuch a man as myfelf; 1 conceived, and

alas ! fo did more than me, to be a promife, his

Lordfliip however did not think it fo ; becaufe

his enemies allow, that among his many good

qualities, one is, that he never breaks his word.

His Lordfhip's letter however kept the young

man and two more in fufpenfe for fome years
;

my daughter indeed was more fortunate, for fhe

has been provided for by that unerring Lord,

of the whole Universe, who fees what is

beft for his creatures, and whofe decrees are

unalterable. That my readers may not fup-

pofe I have been boa/ling of higher marks of

his Lordfhip's partiality, and favor, than be-

comes me ; I here prefume to give a copy of

one of the many polite marks of his Lordfhip's

attention to me, while he was on his valetudi-

narian vifit at Bath.

" BATH, /big. 26th, 1780.

" The Chancellor prefents his beft refpe&s to

" Mr. ThicknefTe, and returns him many
" thanks
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" thanks for a very agreeable morning's amufe-

" ment, and for the many important advices,

" and ufeful truths, he met with. It feems to

" be the moft ufeful way of teaching ; but it

" certainly is the moft pleafant to hear the/age

" ridentum dieere verum"*.

After impatiently waiting a year or two, I

determined to go abroad, and defired his Lord-

fhip would permit me to have the honor of

waiting upon him on my way through Lon-

don to Bruffells, to which requeft I received a

flattering anfwer, and as his Lordftiip had of-

ten confidered a wonderful piece of art in my
pofTeflion, as the firft of its kind, and the only-

one in England, I took it with me to town,

and defired his permiflion to put another maris

head into his houfe in a country, where I had

at that time, no place to put my own in ! juft

as I came to his door I found his Lordfhip pre-

paring to go in form, to the court of chance-

ry

* The above card was wrote by his lordfhip, after reading the Vale-

tudinarians Bath Guide, wherein the mode of getting rid of the gall

flones, is particularly pointed out, and which by his Lordfliips permit

(ion I dedicated to him, I may fay with truth too, that I have had a

laige correfpondence with many gentlemen and ladies, to whom I am

not perfonally known, on gall (lone complaints, and have the fatisfac-

tion of knowing the methods I have ufed, have been fucceist'ully trie;'

by many, nay by all.
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ry, I therefore concealed my two heads^ till ht

was gone, and then made my depofit in his

library, where I found, and confounded, the

Bifhop his brother, by the fight of it, I then

took my departure from Bruflells, and faw nor

heard any more of his Lordfhip, while he was

Chancellor, but on my way from Spa to Eng-

land, I met Lord Thurlow at the Hotel de

Bourbon at Lifle. He received, me with marks

of freedom and favor, and told me my depofit

was fafe and at my fervice in great Ormond
Street, whenever I chofe to fend for it. The

truth is, I never intended to have fent for it,

had he not given me this hint to remove it,

but I underftood by that hint, his filence, and

indeed his being out of power, that I had

reckoned without my hoft. His Lordfhip

however, honoured me with his name as a fub-

fcriber to my Pais Bas Journey, and lent me
his five guinea fubfcription, foon after, loofe

his grooms leather breeches pocket, in a man-

ner I thought rather indelicate, from a great

fortunate Lord, to a little unfortunate private

gentleman, and 1 fhewed my refentment to it,

by a very fevere letter, which I dare fay he

threw into the fire, without reading it, as he

has done hundreds of letters from men of

rank and confequence. About a year after, i

received
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received the following poft letter with a bank

note of twenty five pounds enclofed.

u This comes from one who efteems you,

" and has been obliged to you, though he has

" reafon to believe you think otherwife, the

" enclofed note he hopes will difcharge the pe-

" cuniary obligation, and he wifties he could

" with the fame eafe difcharge that of grati-

" tude. This is a fecret, and it is defired it

" may remain fo, when he fees you he will

" reveal himfelf."

The letter 1 had wrote to his Lordfhip, when
he fent me his five guinea fubfcription, and an-

other not lefs fevere upon the untimely death ©f

my daughter, fhut out all idea then that the

bank note came from Lord Thurlow, and as

any man's gueffes in fuch a cafe, muft be con-

fined to a few, I wrote to thofe few, whom I

fufpe&ed, but it ftill remained in enigmatical

obfcurity. Lord Keppel was one whom I fuf-

pecled, not from his generofity, (for I knew
he had none) but from his juftice, however he

was obliged, by the laft letter he ever wrote,

to fay " /'/ was not me." At length I fufpecled

it came from a greater man, and wrote to

Jiis private fecretary, Hating the particulars,

and
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and as it is faid filence gives confent, I muft

conclude, from the polite diction of the card,

and its accompaniment, it came from Lord

Chancellor Thurlow, and I therefore thus pub-

licity render him my thanks ; he treated me,

I thought with neglect, I refented it with Seve-

rity, but as he is, I verily believe, in his judi-

cial Capacity, fuch as I have reprefented him

to be in the dedication to the valetudinarians

Bath Guide, long may he live to fend the van-

quifhed fuitors away, fatisfied by the argu-

ments they have heard, that they had been

miftaken in their claim ; fuch a life, entrufted

with a place of fuch infinite importance to

equity, and juftice, is invaluable, and if I

contributed to the lengthening of it, I have

been amply rewarded. I confefs I was led to

expect, from the partiality I had experienced,

fomething more ; for when a very powerful

man, fays to his inferior, you have been un-

fortunate, felf-love conftrues it into a favo-

rable turn, when I folicited a mark of that

good man Lord Rockingham's favor, alas ! at

the lafl levy he appeared, he held my hand

between his, and added, to my arguments,

what his Lordmip thought ftill ftronger, than

what I advanced, by faying " aye Mr. Thick-

neffe, and the father of a Peer." No looks, no

iace i
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face j no words ; could imply a more deter-

mined refolution to fulfil his intention, and a

certain nobleman foon after told me, that his

Lordfhip's death was a fatal blow to me, as

well as a great national lofs, for furely if there

ever lived a truly good man, the Marquis of

Rockingham was fuch.

ANECDOTE
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ANECDOTE

A WILTSHIRE ESCv_ NOW LIVING.

ABOUT the year 1749 Mr. Quin came in-

to the lobby of the rooms at Bath, it was after

dinner. Quin was what he would call in an-

other man, Jack-mellow ; at this time I was in

converfation with the Efquire to whom Quin

walked as fteadily up, as he could, and putting

his heels upon the Efquire's toes, made them

crajh again / and then without faying a word,

walked off. Whether pain, furprife ; or timi-

dity, overcome the Efquire's upper-works I can-

not fay, but as foon as he could fpeak, he aik-

ed me whether I had obferved Quin's conduct,

and whether I thought it was an accident, or

done
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done with defign to affront him ? I recollected,

that upon fome occafions, the truth was not

to be fpoken, and thinking this one ; I replied,

that Quin had been drinking and probably did

not know, what he was about ; but the . next

morning, meeting him on the parade, I afked

him why he fo treated a good natured man,

with the whole weight of his body corporate?

d—n him, replied the comedian, putting on

one of his moft contunding looks ; the fellow,

faid he, invited me to his houfe in Wiltshire,

laid me in damp meets ; and feduced my fer-

vant : fed me too, with red veal, and white

bacon ; ram mutton, and bull beef; adding,

and as to his liquor, by my foul it was every

drop four, except his vinegar, and yet the

fcrub, had the impudence to ferve it upon

dirty plate, I believe Ruin's twinge on the toes

of that gentleman, is to this day vifible in his

face, if a face it can be called, yet I fhould not

at this diftance of time, have fhewn in what

manner Mr. W—fed his friends, in the year

1749* had he not in the year 1778, made his

fix feet high young wife, write a very extra-

ordinary letter to a certain " copper faced Cap-

tain" This gentleman's firft wife, was more

honorable

* The year 1745, and 1749, were the mod important years in the

|Ubu ire's life.
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honorable than her hufband, for flie was a Lord's

daughter, and made her hufband and fervants,

call her your ladyflrip, it fo happened, that

Johnny her hufband, being out with the Wilt-

shire hunt, obferved a military gentleman,

with a black crape about his arm ; this being

a novel fight to Johnny, he enquired the

caufe ? why replied a ivag, do not ye know

!

he married a Lord's, not an EarPs daughter,

and it is by that means only, his wife's rank

can be made known ; the next day Johnny ap-

peared at the hunt, with his wife's black in-

Jignia twifled about his arm : by his fecond

marriage, Johnny has no external badge of dis-

tinction, except a line boy, begotten in the Se-

venty Seventh year of his age, with a carrotty

pate and a turnip complection.

N. B. When Johnny's firft wife's daughter

died, that lady caufed to be infcribed upon the

monumental flone. Here lie the remains of

Williamelia, Leonora Charlotta, W— the only

daughter of the honourable Mrs. W— by her

hufband John. I will not add that which a

kicked zvight tacked to it with his chalk, for

file was a good woman, as the world goes,

only laid too much flrefs upon her quality,

pray Mr. Thickneffe faid fhe, in the rooms at

Bath,
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Bath, who is that lady ? I do not know madam

;

I fuppofe fhe is an Earl's daughter faid £he,

becaufe me cut the cards before me ! at another

time, Johnny and my lady being upon a vifit

at a friend's houfe, Johnny was indifpofed,

and taking a little buttered fmall beer, went

to bed at nine; and about eleven, found him-

felf in a nice breathing perfpiration, that was

the word, for my lady would not hear the

word fweat mentioned, as foon as her lady{hip

had got all off, to her under petticoat, fhe

called upon Johnny to get out of bed;—out

of bed my lady, why I am all over in a per/pi-

ration—perfpiration or no perfpiration,. faid my
lady, you muft get up, for it mail never be

faid that the Hon. Mrs. W—n, went to bed

to a Shepherd's grandfon; though I believe it

was his father, not his grandfather, who was

a Shepherd at

" I r on the Down
" Three miles from any Town."

I wifh I could with the fame propriety, * re-

late an anecdote, whereby the laugh would

take the other turn, and in which the come-

dian was much more dirtily treated. Let it

be remembered however, that Mr. Quin pof-

feffed among his many failings, fome great

and
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and excellent good qualities. His ill nature,

and wit, are only recorded j becaufe t ; care-

fully conceal'd the inumerable acts of benevo-

lence and generofity he daily committed. A
brother of mine, it feems had been offended

by Quin behind the fcenes, not by treading

upon his toes, no man durfl have done that,

but it was an offence my brother thought he

merited reprehenfion for; and foon after, a

very dirty recipe was fhewn my brother in M. S.

called " maw wallop afoop" to which he defired

permiflion to add half a doz?n lines, four of

which I have forgotten, but the two pinching

ones, which I retain were,

*' With a nice pippin paring, and all finely Hired,

" Which lay where that lay, that CHiin eat o' bed."

I will not tell where the pippin had lain, but

every body at that time knew, and Quin ever

after, preferred a John Dorey, to a golden

pippin. Being one of four, who fpent an

evening or rather a night with this facetious

entertaining man, at the White Hart in Bath,

and Lord Kilmorrey being one of the party, I

may venture to fay, that it was a pleafant even-

ing to the other two, who were brothers. To-

wards day light, Lord Kilmorrey, who fuf-

peeled a motion would be made to part, ob-

ferved,
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ferved, that it was probable we four might

never meet again, and fo faid he, let us callfor a

bill and go. My Lord knew that Quin would

object to this motion, as it flood, and make

the amendment, of a bottle and a bill. The

bill paffed, nem. con. The next time I met

Mr. Quin, he expreffed the great fatisfaction

and pleafure our partie quarre had given him*

adding, I will put down that jolly fellow Jack

Needham in my will, and did fo : * Quin never

broke his word, not even with Daniel Lackie

the fcotchman, who taking the opportunity

of alking him, when he was drunk, to whom
he would leave his gold watch when he died?

he replied, to you Daniel, and did fo, in the

following words, as may, be feen in his will.

" I leave, according to a foolifh promife made,
" my gold watch and feals to Daniel Lackie."

This was throwing a bone which would have

made a dog cry.

ANECDOTE

* Lord Kilmorrey will excufe this Freedom, it was a name equal!?

refpeftable in thofe days, to Lord Kilmorrey in thefe.
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ANECDOTE

EXTRAORDINARY KIND OF PAROQUET, ITS UNTIMELY

DEATH, AND THE CONSEQUENCE THEREOF TO

TWO YOUNG LADIES OF FASHION AND
FORTUNE.

MOST people, at leaft moft people who
have honoured me with their names to this

trifling publication, have heard of my favorite

fellow traveller, Jocko \ but few have heard of

Mrs. ThicknefTe's ; this bird, which had the

ufe of his wings as perfect as any bird what-

ever, travelled from Marfeilles to Calais, quite

at liberty, in an open chaife, and moft part of

the day fat upon Mrs. Thicknefie's fhoulder or

bofom ; or hung by his bill at her tippet j and

he
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he would fit by her for hours at the Inns, gild"

ing his eyes with fuch delight, that it would

almoft induce one to believe the tranfmigration

of fouls, and that the bird was animated by

the fpirit of a departed parent, or a deceafed

lover, for to me he was a determined enemy!

Upon my return to Calais, where I took a

houfe, fome ftranger entering the room, while

the bird was fitting in the open window, he

flew out and was abfent a day or two, for the

boys had hunted him from tree to tree all

round the city, till at length he returned to

the very firft tree he had alighted upon when
he flew from the window, and foon after

found his way in again, and perched upon the

bofom of his miftrefs; it is needlefs, I pre-

fume, to fay, that this bird was of fo ineftim-

able a value to her, that no fum of money
could have induced her to part with it. At

this time there paffed through Calais, a friend

of mine, a gentleman of fafhion and fortune,

with four daughters, who had been fome time

in a convent at Paris, and as an unfortunate

difagreement had taken place between him
and his lady, a woman of beauty and virtue,

he found it very aukward to be encumbered

with four daughters, and two or three fons

at his houfe in town, and as I was then in

I London,
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London for a few days, he defired I would write

to Mrs. Thickneffe, and afk her if it would

prove agreeable to let the two youngeft of his

daughters fpend the fummei* with her at Calais:

this being agreed to, I was to conduct, the ladies

over j the eldeft was of the age of fourteen, the

youngeft between eleven and twelve, both

lovely handfome children, but the youngeft of

uncommon vivacity and beauty. I was a little

hurt to find in the arms of the latter, the day

we fet out, a favorite dog, and hinted to her,

that I feared that dog would be attended with

great inconvenience to her, and me too ; how-

ever we all fet off in good humour, and to

avoid their fleeping at a Inn, I got them lodged

with a family at Canterbury for whom I had

much efteem, where the dog gnawed the carv-

ed clawed feet of the mahogany chairs, and did

much injury, the next night however, we were

i'o lucky to be landed at Calais, and at fupper,

the dog was placed in the charming little girls

lap, but I obferved that I too had a favorite

dog, who had travelled through Spain with me,

but that I did not permit him tofit at table, and

deiired flie would put hers down, this requeft

#as complied with but reluctantly, and I found

1 had given much offence to one whom I wifh-

cd to oblige, and with whofe animated difpo-

fition
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iition I was highly delighted. The next morn-

ing, the dog was put into the clofet where the

bird roofted, and he there eat for his breakfaft,

what fifty iouidores would not have purchafed.

I need not fay how much I was irritated at this,

andhow it was aggravated by feeing Mrs. Thick-

neffe in tears, but I leave the reader to imagine,

what we both felt, when in the midit of this

diftrefs, the little fpirited girl, with a fingle

feather flicking in her hair, began to hum lady

Coventry's minuet ; I then called for the dog,

and threatened to cut his throat, but was told

if I did, fhe would cut hers, and I offered her

my pen knife as being better adapted to the

purpofe than her own, I however fent my fer-

vant with the dog to the packet, and returned

him to England, and then within the fame half

hour, I told the young lady that before the ex-

piration of one hour more, fhe mould be in a

convent, till the pleafure of her father was

known ; and turning to her elder lifter, defir-

ed to know whether fhe would accompany her

fitter in the convent, or honour Mrs. Thickneffe

with her company till we had heard from Eng-

land? fhe replied with great propriety, and

good fenfe; that fhe loved her, and would not

part from her, a reply as much to her honour,

as it was to my fatisfaction, and fo giving each

I 2 a bras,
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a bras, I conducted them to the convent door ;

where, loon after, obtaining a Parle with the

Lady Prieur, I told her the young ladies were

the daughters of a gentleman of fafliion, that

a little mifundcrftanding had happened between

them and Mrs. Thicknefle, and therefore I

dciired her to accommodate them with every

comfort, the in fide of her convent could afford,

to allow them a fillc de chambre, and in fhort

every indulgence that could be granted them,

exclufive of liberty, till their father's pleafure

was known, and there I left them, not doubt-

ing but that their father's letter would liberate

them in a week or ten days at farthefl, but cir-

cumflanced as he was, and knowing that they

were in perfect fecurity, he fuffered them to

remain there, I think near three years, a con-

duct I could not difapprove, yet a punifhment,

as it originated with me, I could not but la-

ment. A young French lady my vis a vis

neighbour, told me that if I pulled out a few

bricks from the wall of a ware-houfe which be-

longed to my houfe, I fhould have a view of

my little temporary nuns, I did fo, and often faw,

and always lamented, that inftcad of conduct-

ing them daily as was agreed upon, in their

foayfc and one, I could only fee them encaged and

deprived of liberty j this tranfaction rendered

mc
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me for fome time very odious in the eyes of all

the family, except their father ; but time and

truth, overcomes all falfe reafoning, and I have

the fatisfaction to live in friendfhip at this day

with their mother and all the family. I can-

not clofe this little unfortunate narrative with-

out lamenting that the young lady, when fhe

was juft arrived at an age, to have beftowed

her own irrefiftible charms, to fome worthy ob-

ject, died ; much lamented by all who knew
her, and by none more than he who had con-

vented bet; for a hafty inconfiderate act, which

her youth, vivacity, and heedleffnefs might be

juftly pleaded in extenuation of, if not tho-

roughly excufe.

ANECDOTE
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ANECDOTE

MINIATURE PICTURE, NOW IN THE POSSESSION OF

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN.

ivlR. Ford, Mrs. Thickneffe's father, having

bought the Dutchefs of Kendal's houfe and fur-

niture at Ifleworth, among other pieces which

he fent to his own, was a very curious com-

mode drefling table of exquifite workmanmip,

this table being placed in his daughter's bed-

chamber, and having a great variety of private

drawers in it, there was found in them, two or

three curious miniature pictures, on one of

which was the portraits of the Prince of Wales,

the prefent King's father, and his three fillers,

fitting
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fitting in the ftage box at the opera. The pic-

ture is the fize only of a common bracelet, and

no doubt was a prefent of the King's to the

Duchefs. * When it became my property, by

marrying the poflefibr of it, ftruck with the ta-

lents of the artift (for it is exquifitely painted)

and with refpect for it, both as a fervant and

fubjecv. to the family it belonged, I fet it round

with brilliants, and my wife wore it upon her

wrift as a bracelet, but unfortunately, having

the picture in my pocket one morning, when

I was upon a vifit to Mrs. Forrefter, the wi-

dow of the late Governor of Bellifle, and find-

ing with her, Mr. Dutens, a French clergy-

man who was mewing her fome of his brothers

parifian trinkets f I foolifhly produced my pic-

ture, at length Mr. Dutens admired it exceed-

ingly, and obferved what an acceptable pre-

fent it might prove to the Queen, I confeffed

I had more than once conceived it might be fo,

but at the fame time obferved it was matter of

great delicacy, and hinted at the ftory of King

James, giving a great turnip, as a very proper

• * Miftrefs to George the Firfh

f Mr. Dutens is a native of Paris, of a good catholic family, his bro-

ther is now a filverfmith at Turin ; Mr. Dutens was left by Mr. Mac-

kenzie, Charges dei Affaires, with a ialary of feven hundred pounds a year

at that city.

rebuke
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rebuke, to a fubject who had prefented him

with a fine horfe, yet I could not help think-

ing that as I was the firft fubjecl: who welcom-

ed her Majefty to thefe dominions, and in pof-

feflion of an original family piclure, not to be pur-

chafed, it might, if properly offered, be kindly

accepted, Mr. Dutens then told me he had a

friend who faw the Qu?en every day, and that

if I would truft the picture a few days to his

care, it mould be fhewn to her Majefty ; to

which propofal I foolifhly complied, he then

afked me what was to be faid if her Majefty

feemed difpofed to accept of it ? I defired that

his friend (whom I fuppofed to be a perfon of

fafhion) would fay, that I was perfectly fen-

fible of the great impropriety of a man in my
low ftation, to offer a prefent to fo exalted a

perfonage, but that being the firft fubjecl; who
has received her Majefty on her arrival to thefe

dominions, | and accident having put me in

pofieffion of fuch a family picture, I humbly-

hoped her Majefty would excufe the liberty I

took in offering to reitore it to a family to

whom it more properly belonged ; a day or

two

\ The Anther was the Lieutenant Governor of Land Guard For<,

ard announced her happy Arrival, by t!ie Report of on- 2nd twenty

two and forty pounder-,, under the fire of which the yatch pafli

the harbour 0/ Harwich.
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two afterwards, Mr. Dutens informed me that

the Queen, on feeing the picture, was much
ftruck in perceiving fo ftrong a family likenefs,

and afked if fhe might fhew it to the King ?

her Majefty was then informed it was wholly

at her difpofal, provided it was deemed worthy

of her acceptance. The Queen then afked

whofe property it was? and being told, Ihe

was pleafed to fay, I know Mr. ThicknefTe, he

fent me off fome refrefhments at fea, when I

arrived upon the coaft ; truth however obliges

me to fay I did not, but I had Lord Anfon's

thanks for having fired nightly, minute guns,

in dark tempeftuous weather, when her Ma-

jefty was expected upon the coaft, that the

frequent explofions might fliew the bearings

of the fort, and him how the land lay, and

his lordfhip was pleafed to fay it was a good

piece of land feamanfloip. Not hearing for fome

days, I concluded the Queen had accepted of

the picture, but Mr. Dutens then informed me
by a note, that the King and Queen were very

defirous of keeping the miniature picture* and

yet could not receive it as a prefent ; but if I

would name a price they would be equally ob-

liged to me. In reply, I told Mr. Dutens, he

had fet me too arduous a tafk, I knew not

where to draw the line ; too high, or too low

a price,
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a price, might be deemed equally improper,

and therefore I again urged their Majefties ac-

ceptance of it, as a mark of the moil reipect-

ful offering of a fubject and fervant ; but in-

ftead. of fuccecding in my humble requeft

(which I very much fufpect was not properly

delivered"! I received a threatening card the

next day, from the Rev. divine, informing

me, if I did not name a price, " by nine o'clock

" the next morning" the picture would be re-

turned ! To this, I replied, I could only la-

ment, that what I had offered with the hum-

bled refpect, mould have met with fo unfor-

tunate a termination, and therefore concluded,

before nine the following day, Mr. Dutens

would have returned me my picture, but no

picture, nor meffage was fent me. I then

was allowed the honor of levying Mr. Du-

tens, (and very often waiting a hour before

I had an audience) at the houfe of Mr. Mac-

kenzie, but even then, I could not learn in

whofe hands the picture remained, nor by

whole hands it had been conveyed to the

Queen, but as I certainly knew the Queen

was too juft. and too good, not to wifh the pic-

ture might be returned to the right owner, I

was determined not to lit down under the dif-

pleafure of the Queen on one fide, and the lofs

of



( l2 3 )

of my picture on the other ; therefore, tired of

levying this ingenious foreigner, and alarmed

about the fate of. my picture, I waited upon

Mrs. Forrefter, and told her the fituation I was

in, from the confidence I had placed in her

friend, and required her to let me know, who
Mr. Dutens friend was, whofaw the Queen every

day, but who was likely to continue forever,

a ftranger to my eyes, and fhe foon after in-

formed me, it was Dr. Majendie, her Majefty's

language mafter, I then had the honor of levy-

ing another foreign divine, but with no better

fuccefs; he had carried the picture to the

Queen he faid, but he knew not in whofe

hands it now was, he fuppofed however it

might be in the hands of tkofe German ivomen,

meaning I fuppofe Madame Schwellanbergen,

or fomeof thofe foreign ladies about the Queen's

perfon, and in fhort, gave himfelf many of

thofe lively airs, which an elated Frenchman

may eafily be conceived to exhibit, who had

the honor of "feeing the S$ueen every day." I

could not but again obferve, that as he knew
the Queen had declined accepting the picture,

her Majefty moft certainly underftood it was

to be returned to the owner, and afked him

to whom it could be given, but to him who had

firft produced it ? and therefore I required

him
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him to return it to me, but I could not make

this celebrated language matter underftand

my language, " he knew nothing of the matter

" not he" and I left this fecond upftart, with

a determination, rather than lofe [my picture,

to go to court, and break through all etiquette,

by throwing myfelf at her Majefty's feet for an

explanation, and accordingly went thither, to

lee what could be done ; but feeing in the draw-

ing room the late Dutchefs of Portland, to

whom I had prefented a miniature of Lewis the

fourteenth by Petitoe, and whofe daughter

was then holding the Queen's train, I told her

grace my errand to court, in hopes that me
might feel for my fituation, and offer me her

afliitance to regain my loft picture. The

Dutchefs however politely allured me that

when PrincefTes received prefents, they were

generally put by in a drawer and no more

heard, or thought about them
;

juft in the

fame manner I fuppofe, as her grace had put up

the enamelled Petitoe I had prefented to her :

I felt agitated and difappointed, till turning my
head afide, I faw that honeft, open, and noble

countenance Ihone upon me, of the late Dutch-

efs of Northumberland, and having formerly

been well known to that truly good lady, I

claimed the honor of her acquaintance, and

told
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told her my name, her ladyfhip (it was before

lhe obtained that high rank me afterwards did

honor to,) faid me remembered me very well,

and was glad to fee me, then madam I believe

you will be glad to ferve me, if you will permit

me to relate my prefent embarraflment, I then

repeated what I had juft before related to the

Dutchefs of Portland, and though I had never

prefented her ladyfhip with a miniature picture,

fhe inftantly exprefled her furprize, that me
had neither feen, nor heard of fuch a picture

having been fhewn the Queen, * adding, how-

ever you (hall not lofe your picture Mr. Thick

-

nefie, for I will alk the Queen in whofe pof-

femon it is, and if you will call at Northum-

berland houfe in a day or two, you mall have

certain information about it, and there it was

I learnt that the picture had been returnedfix

weeks before by her Majefty (not to thefe German

women) but to that Rev. Divine who knew nothing

of it ! ! with this good intelligence, I waited a

fecond time on the Rev. Doctor, whom I

found a little crefl fallen, and who informed

me, I had done hirn a great injury, by going

to the drawing room at court, and complain-

ing of his conduct relative to the miniature

picture,

* Her Lad v'lhip was then one of the lady's of the Bedchamber.



( «6 )

picture, for at this time, he did not know all

the information I had obtained at Northumber-

land houfe : but infcead of hearing his grievan-

ces, I defired he would redrefs mine, and de-

liver me up the picture, he replied, that the

Queen would he believed have given it him, that

very morning, had not the King came in juft

at that minute, but faid he would bring it me
to morrow. In the afternoon of thefame day

however, I met the Doctor in the ftreet, his

hand was in his fide pocket, and I believe the

picture was in his hand, I accofted him, for he

feemed loft in a Reverie, but as foon as he re-

covered his recollection, he brought forth the

picture, faying, " There fir is your picture, I

" vuijh you fuccefs with it, but Ifear you have lofl

" all chance ofprefeniing it to her Majeftf' look-

ing with eager eyes, upon my recovered jewel,

and obferving that all the colours were as vivid,

as when I foolifhly parted with it,. I told the

Doctor I thought 1 had been fuccefsful ; by re-

covering my picture again, and took my leave

of him with a falutation ; I will not repeat here,

becaufe the man is gone elfewhere, now the rea-

der will be aftonifhed, at leaft I was, to know
that foon after this trai on, . Dutens

wrote to Mrs. Forrefter to cxprefs his furprife,

that I had treated his friend Merjendie fo rude-

lyl
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ly ! if I did treat him rudely, I treated him

juftly, if I did not, I call upon Dutens to de-

fend his departed friend, it is his duty, and if

he has truth on his iide, he has capacity fo to

do, and ought : but let him not forget, that

his defence may fall under the eye of a lady,

who is all truth, and goodnefs, and who
will not, cannot be mistakln, the picture

being returned to the arm, from whence it

went, was again worn by Mrs. Thicknefle, but

on the King's Birth day at Paris, when all the

Englifh were celebrating it, at the table of the

late Earl of Rochford, his Majefty's ambafTa-

dor to that court, it was taken from her arm,

handed round in a gold plate and much admir-

ed by all the company prefent, I then related

the out line of the above ftory, and Lord and

Lady Rochford both feemed to think it a pity

it was not again offered with propriety to the

Queen, I therefore waited upon his Lordihip

the next morning, obferved that as he was go-

ing to fpend a fortnight in England, I begged

leave to prefent the picture to him, hoping, that

her Majefty might be prevailed upon to accept

that from his hands, which could not be taken

from mine, Lord Rochford objected to accept

it as too valuable a prefent, but faid, had it

been a family picture of his own, he would

not
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not have refufed it, I had taken it out of

the fetting, before I went, and to cut the

matter fhort, I allured him, that if he

would not accept of it, I would call for a

peftle and mortar and fmafli it in his porters

lod<xe, * and I would certainly have done fo.

This peremptory declaration, fettled the bufi-

nefs, Lord Rochford caufed it to be elegantly

fet in plain gold at Paris ; took it with him,

and without defiring an audience of her Ma-

jefty ; requefted one of thofe German women as

Merjendie called them, to deliver the picture in

Iiis name to the Queen : his lordfhip fent for me
foon after, to dine with him, and informed

me, that when he appeared at court, the Queen

paired all the foreign minifters, came up to

him, and thanked him for a picture fhe had

once feen, but had defpaired of ever feeing

again ; he then told her majefty from whom,
and how he had received it, and I have the

fatisfaction of knowing that the picture is now
in her Majefty's pofleffion, without being paid

for, but at the fame time I may be allowed to

fay, that fome time after, inftead of my pof-

fefling ten thoufand pounds, which all the

greateft lawyers in this Kingdom, but one,

had

* The P.cv. Mi. Fountaine then chaplain to the embafTy, and Mr.

Higden his Lordlhip's domcicic fecretary, probably remember this cir-

cumttance.
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had been clearly of opinion belonged to me, and

that inftead of receiving fuch fum, I had fix

hundred to payfor law, I then humbly ftated

to her Majefty, that what I had once refpect-

fully declined to receive, would now be ac-

ceptable j but in money matters, throughout

life, I have been unfortunate, i. e. if it can be

deemed unfortunate, to have been confined to

one good difh of meat, inftead of two ;—>if it

can be deemed unfortunate j—to have efcaped

the gout, which two difhes might have con-

dueled me to, or if it can be deemed unfortu-

nate, to have been confined to a life of tempe-

rance, to the feventieth year of my age, with-

out feeling any of the infirmities which gene-

rally belong to fuch who attain a length ofdays,

to which not one man in fifty thoufand arrive ;

nor one in a hundred thoufand, without find-

ing fuch an age, render life, rather a burthen,

than a bleffing ; I will not therefore allow that

my life has been unfortunate, becaufe I have

more than I can eat, and confequently fome to

fpare for thofe who want it, accompanied 'with

health, fpirits, and powers as fully to enjoy it,

as at any period of my life, and that too, at

nearly the full age of man, " Three score

YEARS AND TEN."

K ANECDOTE
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ANECDOTE

GEORGE THE FIRST, AND HIS COLONEL,-1 FATHER OF

THE LATE UNFORTUNATE ADMIRAL KEMPENFELT.

MR. Kempenfclt came over to England with

ting George the firft, who having been his

friend in private life, deemed him worthy of

his protection when he became a King. The

Kino- who had tafted of the fweets of focial

and private life, continued to enjoy his even-

ings, according to his wonted manner, and

Mr. Kempenfelt was often of the party, when

the King fmuggled in a Savoyard girl, to ling

him a German fing^ accompanied with her vial,

Kempenfelt,

• The King always called him bit Colonel.
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Kempenfelt, was an expenfive man, and the

King, having made him a lieutenant Colonel,

(for he often faid he had not interejl enough to

procure him a regiment) more than once paid

his debts, at length however he was fent over,

lieutenant governor of Jerfey, where he died,

leaving behind him a widow and four children,

two fons and two daughters, with nothing

elfe to fupport them but the mother's penfion

;

when I was appointed a lieutenant of an inde-

pendent company at Jamaica, I found my old

ichool fellow, the late Admiral, a melancholy

midfliipman in Port Royal harbour, lament-

ing that he was without friends, without in-

tereft, and without money; yet I think he

was under Captain Knowles command, in the

diamond, his brother Guftavus Adolphus, got

a commiliion in the army, but I believe he ob-

tained no higher rank than that of a Captain;

much merit is due to him, for the filial affecti-

on he fhewed to his mother and fifters, with-

out which they could not have fupported

themfelves fuitable to their condition in life.

The Admiral was a man of great nautical

knowledge, very referved, and my even of

thofe he efteemed, when upon half pay, he

generally fpent his winters at Marfeilles, to

avoid the feverity of this climate, and I have

often wondered, who it was, who had know-

K 2 ledge
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ledge enough of him to know, that he not

only poffefled great nautical abilities, but with

it, an enlarged and enlightened underftanding,

for he was very careful to conceal it, nothing

but a long acquaintance, and a confidential

correfpondence, could bring it forth. His Will

I fuppofe funk with him, and his brother, my
fchool fellow alfo, I prefume pofleffes the for-

tune he left. Admiral Kempenfelt was in all

things original, I never left his company with-

out hearing things I had never heard before.

I fent a young man on board his fhip to him,

who was very ingenious, but friendlefs, but as

he was a good mathematician, a good draughtf-

man, and underftood the theory of navigati-

on ; inftead of aiking his admiflion on board

the victory as a favor, I defired the Admiral to

thank me for having fent him fuch an ingeni-

ous young man to provide for ; he accordingly

thanked me, and ihewed the young man par-

ticular marks of his favor; and afterwards put

him on board with that honorable and gallant

captain, George Berkly, that he might have

a chance or' prize money. 1 never knew any

other naval ofiicer to whom I would have ven-

tured ib to cxprefs myfelf, except the late Ad-

miral Medley, who, upon all occaiions, feemed

nuch delighted to ferye young men of merit,

as
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as they could poflibly receive by being provided

for. When I failed with him to his Mediterra-

nean command, a fingle inftance of his polite -

nefs to me, and his readinefs to reward merit,

I cannot help relating. A feaman on board of

the fleet, had married a Southampton woman
;

and he learnt that I alfo had married one of the

fame city ; this kind of country kindred ; he con-

ceived to be fufficient, to claim fome notice

from me, and defired I would recommend him

to the Admiral as one who merited a better

birth ; the ridiculoufnefs of the claim, in-

duced me to relate it at dinner; but the

Admiral immediately obferved, that it was

probable the man felt in his own bofom,

unrewarded merit, adding, I will therefore

learn his real character, and after dinner made

a fignal to fpeak with his Captain, and find-

ing that his fuggeftion was ftrictly true, made

him gunner of a feventy-gun fhip. Being wife-

fick, I left this gallant Admiral three months

only before he died, or probably he had left me
a large mare of his fortune, for though he

readily confented (after J had ferved one year

under his command) to let me depart, he took

it unkind of me, for he had repeatedly told me,

thofe to whom he intended to leave his fortune,

had never lent him even a barrel of Yorkfhire

ale,
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ale, though he had iupplied their cellars with

wine, and we both parted with wet eyes, the

Admiral loved a prcfent ; moft men who are

liberal themfelves do ; and I was glad he lived

Jong enough to receive a little token from me,

as a mark of the many lingular and pointed

ones, of his partiality and kindnefs, during the

pleafant year I ferved under him on board the

Ruflcl. This gallant Admiral, who could drop

a tear at parting from a friend, had a tear alfo

for his country, for I faw him weep, for want

of an opportunity to regain the loft credit of

the navy, which he thought had been greatly

fullied, by the conduct of Leftock ; when un-

der the command of Admiral Mathews ; it is

;with pleafure I thus regifter, after a diftance of

forty three years, the excellent good qualities,

which Mr. Medley poflefied, becaufe a hafty

difpofition, had created him many enemies

;

lie threw his wig in Admiral Buckle's face, but

the provocation was great, and 1 have heard

him over, and over, make fucii apologies as

any other man, (under fuch high obligations

as Mr. Buckle * was to him) would have deem-

ed fufficient ; but Buckle would not forgive

either him, or me j becaufe when lie told me
the

* He wa$ theAdmiral** Captain, who tool* him from the Cor,;

of the Spcncc Sloop.
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the next day, he would refign his fhip, I re-

plied not I hope to fight the Admiral, for I will

take care you fhall not ; and as he was an ex-

cellent officer, urged upon him not to give up

eight hundred pounds a year, in purfuit of a

phantom, nobody faid I, can doubt the per-

fonal courage of either, and belide, he could

not fend the admiral a challenge, nor the Ad-

miral accept it (at that time) if he did
;

yet I

verily believe, had Mr. Medley lived to return

to England, Admiral Buckle would have called

him out.

ANECDOTE
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ANECDOTE

DOCTOR DODD,

WHEN I confider the real character, and

conduct of this unfortunate man, as well as the

conduft and character of a great variety of

other men and myfelf, I am apt to fufpecl, we
have complimented ourfelves, with what does

not perfectly belong to mankind ; are we I fay

to myfelf rational creatures ? I fufpecl we are

not: Dr. Dodd was one of the b tempered

men I ever knew ; his talents ; his time ; and

even his purfe, when he har* ny jioney in it,

were at the fervice of every claimant, for affift-

ance



ance or pity ; he was a man of ftrong paflions,

expenfive to an high degree, void of all pru-

dence, poffefied of extreme fenfibility, and went

through (long before he fuffered death) a tor-

ture of mind, between hope and fear, which

was worfe than a thoufand deaths, if therefore

he had been pardoned, he would not have

efcaped without an adequate punifhment for his

manifold fins ; and fome little allowances might

have been made in consideration thereof; he

once vifited me, when I was the inhabitant of

a gaol ; and though it was neither for debt,

nor treafon, yet it was a gaol, and I thought

myfelf bound to vifit him, under fuch dreadful

circumftances ; and having done fo once, I

could not refrain from repeating it, while I

thought my viflts, could either alleviate his for-

row, or ailift him in his wants, the firft vint I

made him, I found Mrs. Dodd with him, but

delirious in a fever, he told me he had not clofed

his eyes all night, becaufe they had been unrivet-

ing the fetters of a number of criminals, who
were executed that morning; adding, that

every blow which was given, ftruck him, as

with an Electric Shock ; after Mrs. Dodd
left newgate, I contrived to call at thofe hours,

flie was not ufually with him, but the laft time I

faw him, was in a fituation, neither to be de-

fcribed
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fcribed nor conceived, it was after he knew his

certain fate, and wnen Mrs. Dodd was taking

her everlafting farewell of him ; they were

alone ; and at the upper end of a long room,

I walked up to them, and found their hands

locked in each others, and their minds as much
departed, as if they had been both dead ; after

being almoft as loft as they were for about a mi-

nute, and plainly perceiving, that they neither

faw me, nor one another ; I quitted the room.

This was the only minute of my life, I coveted

fovereign power ; I would have been a beggar

all my future days, to have poffeffed kingly

authority for one minute, I returned home,

and wrote him a letter, wherein I gave advice,

not fuch as a rational man would have given,

and the following is his anfwer to it.

" Dear Sir,

" I zmjuft at prefent not very well andinca-

" pable of judging, I fhall communicate your

" kind paper to my friends, my brother will

" be at Mrs. Porter's this evening ; many
" thanks for your attention,—I rather think

" it would do hurt and be deemed a mob.'*

Tour's in great mifcry,

W. D.

Dodd
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Dodd was the firft mover in the reconcilia-

tion between me and Lord Orwell, and preffed

me to apply to him, to lign his petition to the

King, as Vice prefident of that charity which

Dodd had inftituted, but his Lordfhip denied

the boon feemingly with reluctance, for at the

fame time he declared, he wifhed he might

obtain the King's pardon, though he could

not recommend him as an object, who in

his opinion had any claim to it; perhaps as a

man he might not have been an object of mer-

cy* but as a Clergyman who had been a public,

and an admired preacher, it might have been

prudent to have made him the Botany bay cu-

rate. Dodd was an excellent companion,

when he fell into fuch company (as he called

it) whom he could trufl, and I have heard him,

after making all the old women cry at church

in the morning, make his trufly friends laugh,

as much in the evening, by finging a fong, of

Adam and Eve going a journey, andflopping in

the land of nod, to have their horfcs jhod, a

matter more excufable, in my opinion, . than

that of him, and his wife, dining tete a tete,

at one tavern, in the moft voluptuous manner,

and fupping in the fame ftyle, on the fame

day at another! but which I am affured they

frequently did. That a man who fuffered fo

long
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long the fear of a dreadful death: and then

death itfelf, fhould have given his friends par-

ticular inftructions to endeavour to re-animate

his body, is to me the moft extraordinary part

of his conduct, furely to covet reftoration to

fuch a life, as his muft have been, was as irra-

tional, as the hopes were abfurd. Mrs. Wright,

the wax modeller (a crazy pated genius) mo-

delled his head, as fhe informed me, and car-

ried it to him under her pettycoats, in order

to favor his efcape, by the ufe of it ; a thing

certainly ("as he was circumflanced) not imprac-

ticable. His room was large and long, the

fire was at the further end of it, and the en-

trance door oppofite to it, at his fire fide flood

a large table covered with books, on a carpet;

now as he was without irons, had eight or

ten of his friends came in one after the

other, fo as to have all gone out together,

he might poflibly have gone with them, if he

had drefTcd up a figure in his night gown, with

Mrs. Wright's head thereon, for his keeper only

appeared at the door when he rung the bell,

and then, feeing his figure fitting at the table

with his hat flapped, and his head reclined, he

would not have regarded the number who went

out, being Jure he left his prifoner fafe within,

fhe faid, Dodd had not courage to attempt it,

nor
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nor am I clear (lie had refolution fufficient to

have affifted him, and befide, it would have

been in Dodd, a worte forgery upon Mr. Aker-

man's humanity and indulgence, than that

committed on the noble Lord's purfe; whofe

tutor he had been, with whom he had often

eat, and drank, and been merry, and who,

when Dodd went to vifit him at Geneva, rode

feveral miles to meet him in fuch weather, that

he was froft bitten on the way, and when he ar-

rived there, gave him a round of dinners, to all

his friends, prefented him to them as his chap-

lain, &c. in fhort Dodd feemed to lament his

want of that pity from Lord Chefterfield, which

he faid he had fome right to expect, for having

faithfully, as his tutor, done his duty towards

him, and loved him perfonally. Dodd has af-

fured us, he died in charity with all mankind,

but he certainly did not live in charity with his

Lordfhip, had Dodd lived to this time, he

would have called himfelf probably the britifh

Nuncamar, had Dodd's friends, been half as

powerful as his enemies, he might have ef-

caped: I have been told by one who lived in

great intimacy with the ingenious Ryland,

who fuffered alfo for forgery, that if he were

to name the mod friendly, benevolent, and

good hearted man a Ions: life had made him ac-

quaintcd
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quainted with, he mould in truth and confci-

ence name Ryland the engraver!—fuch is the

unaccountable mixture, of good, and bad, in

the composition of that wonderful being, Man
—a lock was forced, and an out building in

my garden was entered lately in the night, a

tea box and other trifles were taken away, I

know the robber, and where the tea box is,

but knowing that it was perfonal fpite to me,

and that the man's profeffion is not fliat of

houfe breaking, has faved him from the gal-

lows, becaufe I felt in my own bofom, a per-

fonal refentmeht to him, his execution there-

fore (however confident with the law of the

land) would in me, and by me, be deemed ma-

lice prepenfe, a certain Lord, faid he was go-

ing " a par/on hunting" foon after Dodd was

taken into cuftody! I hope therefore he was in

at the death, but Uncle Toby would not have

faid fo—would he Torick?

ON
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ON THE

AQUA MEPHITICA ALKALINA,

SOLUTION OF FIXED ALKALINE SALT, SATURATED WITH
FIXIBLE AIR, IN CALCULOUS DISORDERS, AND OTHER

COMPLAINTS IN THE URINARY PASSAGES.

1 HAT thefe felfijh and infignificant meets

may be ftamped with a few pages of the ut-

moft importance to the good of mankind, I

fhall publifh (for no publication mould I think

come from the prefs without mentioning it,

till it is univerfally knowm) fome account of

this medicine, and more efpecially as Doctor

Munro has, in his pharmaceutical chemiftry,

been pleafed to fpeak of it fo flightly; to have

given its preparation fo imperfectly; and to

fay he knows of but one inflance of its efficacy;

will
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will the learned Doctor permit me to afk him
why lie did not know of more inftances? his

own bookfeller, Cadell, could have furnifhed

him with many, under the names too, of men
as eminent for truth and Candour, as the

Doclor himfelf. Is this the way in which a chy-

mical phyfician, treats a difcovery of the firft

importance to mankind? it is the way indeed

that Mackittrick treated Mr. TickelPs iEther,

and may be the way of fome of our northern

practioners ; but it is highly reprehenfible, and

therefore I earneftly recommend to him, the

perufal of Mr. Colborne's experiments, and

the cafes pub-limed by Doclor Falconer. Does

the learned Doctor know, that Mr. Colborne

is a gentleman of Bath, of large and indepen-

dent fortune, of great chymical knowledge,

who has for many years been indefatigable in

trying, by various chymical experiments, the

means to relieve himfelf, and others from their

fuflerings in calculus complaints, and who has,

1 can venture to fay, not only wonderfully

fucceeded, but generoufly given the public,

the means alfo of preparing, at a trifling ex-

pence, a medicine of the firft importance, and

the Iaft to have been expected in the materia

medica: for if it be not a folvent for calculi

already formed in the human bladder, it will

unque 11ionably
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unqueftionably prevent fuch concretions from

forming or enlarging, after they are formed.

I know nothing of phyfic, but I have heard,

and feen, fuch extraordinary accounts of the

efficacy of this medicine, both in M.S. and

print, under the refpectable names of thofe

who have made their grateful acknowledge-

ments to Mr. Colborne, that I fpeak from un-

questionable authorities. I have the honor

too, to call this gentleman my friend nor

could he have bellowed it upon one who ef-

tecms him more, not only for his philanthro-

pic difpofition, but for the amiablenefs of his

general conduct, and the many virtues I have

for years paft, known to be inherent in his

numerous family; to all of whom, God has

given length of days, and affluence of fortune,

fufficientto do as they would be done unto.

Thofe who would fee particular inftances of

the efficacy of this medicine, will find it at

Cadell's, by Dr. Falconer of Bath; I fhall

therefore only give one incontelHole proof of

the effect this medicine has in correcting any

acrimonious difpontion, in the urine, becaufe

it does not appear among the cafes pubHfhed,

but proves pail: all doubt, what a wonderful

change it occasions in that excrement. A boy,

I think of feven or eight years of age, hac\

L been
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been cut for the ftone, and for feven years a£

terwards, could not retain his water, all the

phyfical people concluded, that the fphincter

had been cut in the operation, and that the

boys condition was paft the reach of either me-

dicine or art* Mr. Colborne thought other-

wife; he gave him this medicated water, and

the boy can now retain his, as well as any per-

fon whatever; this proves beyond a doubt,

that the want of retention, did not arife from

any injury done to his perfon in the operation,

but from an acrimonious irritating difpofition

of the urine itfelf, which the medicine correct-

ed; now if the proximate caufe of calculi, (as

fome great phyficians have afierted; originates

from a tartarious fait, conveyed out of the

blood, into the fmall duels of the kidneys (for

it is the nature of theie {alts, to contain a con-

siderable quantity of that fubtle matter which

Sir Ifaac Newton has fhewn to be the caufe of

cohefion of bodies) this grievous diforder is

accounted for. If therefore the kidneys fur-

nifli a nucleus^ when that nucleus gets into the

bladder, it cannot fail of being daily aug-

mented by additional la?nel<z like the coats of

an onion. I mall therefore only tranferibe ac-

curately, the method of preparing the medi-

cine from Mr. Colborne's own receipt, and as

the
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the glafs apparatus may be had compleatly made

for the purpofe, at Parker's warehoufe Fleet-

Street, nothing more need be faid, as every

man in thefe cafes, may become his own doc-

tor, even without the advice of Doclor James

Mackittrick late medical cautioner of Bath, and

formerly one of the Quorum of Antigua, from

whence he lately returned.*

» _____ all arrid dry,

Like the parched ftubble in a dog-day £ky.

The exact method of preparing the medi-

cated water, from Mr. Colborne's directions.

—

" Put two ounces and a half troy weight of

dry fait of tartar into an open earthen vefTel,

and pour upon it five quarts, wine meafure, of

the fofteft water ; fuch as is clean and limpid,

and ftir them well together, with a piece of

wood, after Handing twenty four hours, care-

fully decant, from any indiflbluble refidium

that may remain, as much as will fill the middle

part of the glafs machine for impregnating wa-

ter with fixed air. The alkaline liquor is then

to be expofe i to a ftream of air, according to

the directions commonly given for impregnat-

ing water with that fluid. When the alkaline

L 2 folution

* The true engiilh, and meaning of this confirms Doctor is, to

frighten all womenkind, if not all mankind, from taking an-" kind

of medicine' withort the advice of a phyfician, and confequently if

ihey are wife, to take his.
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folution has remained in this fituation till the

fixible air ceafes to rife, a frefh quantity of the

fermenting materials fhould be put into the

lower part of the glafs machine, and the folu-

tion expofed to -xfecond ftream of air, and this

procefs repeated twice more. After the liquor

has continued forty eight hours in that fituati-

on, it will be fit for ufe, and mould be care-

fully bottled off in pints, clofely corked, and

put with their bottoms upwards in a cool place,

it will then keep good feveral weeks. About

eight ounces of this medicated water have been

taken thrice in twenty four hours, for a confi-

derable time together, and hath agreed well

with the ftomach, appetite, &c. but a pint in

twenty four hours, will be fufficient to begin

with."

ANECDOTE

£V The Marble Powder, Oil of Vitriol, and proper Inftruclions to

ulc the Machine for impregnating Water with fixible Air, may be had at

Parker's Glafs Warehoufe, and I think the Medicine ready prepared alfo.
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ANECDOTE

OF AW

UNFORTUNATE SERJEANT, SHOT AT LAND GUAR©
FORT, FOR DESERTION.

H-AVING refigned the command of the

Garrifon to Major Debrifay, of Hudibn's regi-

ment, with an intention to fpend a winter

month or two in town, I met at the late Duke

of Cumberland's levee the General, who in-

formed me it was his Royal Highnefs's com-

mands, that I returned, in order to refume

my command, while the Major fat as prefi-

dent of a court martial upon a fergeant for

defertion. A general court martial upon a

fergeant for fuch a crime, implied death

upon
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upon the firft face of it, and as I had been

informed that the prifoner bore a good cha-

racter, and that his defertion was owing to his

poneffing an unufual fhare of fentiment, I at-

tended his tryal. The charge being read to the

prifoner, he was alked whether he pleaded

guilty or innocent ? to which the brave man
replied, guilty to be fure ; it would be imper-

tinent in me to trifle with your honours by

denying it. Then what have you to fay,

afked the prefident, before the fentence of

death is pafled upon you ? to the belt of my
remembrance the following noble, but alas

!

fruitlefs defence was made.—Gentlemen, faid

this Sentimental Soldier, I was in a man-

ner born a foldier, my father was a foldier be-

fore me, and I have been all my days, as it

were of the fame profeffion, and fince I have

been a ferjeant, 1 appeal to my captain, and

the officers of the company to which I belong,

how I have acquitted myfelf, but as I did not

affociate fo much with the private men, as

other ferjeants do, in order the better to fup-

port my own authority, or to carry the orders

of your honours into execution, I was rather

di Hiked by the rank and fiie-men, and as my
wife had been accufed (whether guilty or in-

nocent I cannot fay) of fteakng a handkerchief,

the
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the men when I was doing my own duty, or

obeying the orders of your honours, were

continually calling out from every corner of

the garrifon, Hep—whofe wife ftole the hand-

kerchief?—whofe wife ftole the handkerchief?

And this infult, being daily and conftantly re-

peated, it fo overcome me with wretchednefs,

and mifery of mind, that in a fit of defpair, I

took the fatal refolution of going off, which I

could have done, with the company's money,

to whom I was pay mafler ferjeant, fince which,

I have been a miferable wanderer, and almoft

ftarved, for I knew not how, or where to get

my bread but in that line of life to which I

had been accuftomed, this is the truth gentle-

men, and I fubmit my cafe to your honours

confideration, in hopes that my life will be

ipared, and my future fervices ufeful, the man
was condemned to be fhot to death ! ! when

the fatal day of his execution arrived, I chofe

he mould not die under my immediate com-

mand, and therefore quitted the garrifon, de-

fining an old trufty fenfible invalid foldier, for

whom I had much good will, to attend the

execution and let me know every particular,

that paired at it. He promifed fo to do, but

not without affuring me, he would not have

feen fuch a deadly blow, if I had not defired it,

Vpon
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Upon my afking him how the old ferjeant be-

'

haved ? he replied, fir, he went out as bold as

a lion ; but recollecting, that by faying fo, I

might conceive him to, have gone out with an

hardened unbecoming boldnefs, he recalled

thofe words, and faid, he died fir like a man ;

obferving, that the prifoner was the only man

prefent who did not tremble ! what faid I, did

Major Debrifay tremble ? yes they all trembled,

Major, officers, and men. The Major then

afced" the prifoner whether he acknowledged

the juftice of his fentence ? the prifoner faid

he did : have you then any thing to fay pre-

vious to its being put into execution ? yes :—

«

he had a fmall favour to afk of his honour,

and it was, that his fellow prifoner, whom he

had juft left in the black hold, for a trifling

offence, might be forgiven and releafed ? he

was promifed a compliance to his requeft, and

then, after refufmg to have a cap put over his

eyes, but to face his hard fate, he was fhot to

death, according to his fentence. The body

was buried in the warren, a fpot to which my
old invalid, who was my trufty warrencr alfo,

and-1 often vifited. After it had lain there fe-

ven years, we two, took an early hour, to dig

up his bones, as I was determined to preferve

the foull of a man, which poffeffed better brains,

than
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than a majority of his court martial members.

Upon turning the lid of the coffin over, I was ex-

ceedingly furprifed, to find the Skeleton, blanch-

ed as white asfnow, by the fait fands and lying

in the mofuperfect order, of a perfect ikeleton

but with the back upwards ! I then obferved

to the old foldier, that i
%
>e man had been buried

before he was quite d2ad, and had turned him-

felf in the coffin. This for a while ftaggered

my chum's recollection alfo, but at length he

accounted for it, by obferving, that the Major

had ordered him to lie buried, face downwards,

as a further mark of infamy ! but I will ven-

ture to fay that he buried a man with his face

downwards, whofe moulders wore a head, and

whofe body fupportcd a mind, equal to that of

any Major, or General in Europe. This was

the time, and the only time, I coveted rank

fufficient, to claim an audience of the King f

in which cafe, I would have urged not only

the prefervation of a brave foldier's life, but

his promotion to a higher rank in the army

than that of ferjeant, for I might have wrote

over his remains ;
" here lies a cromwell guilt-

" lefs of his country's blood" I placed the fkull

of this fentimental foldier at Felix-tow cottage

hard

fit was in the late Kino's reij»n.
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hard by, but with a different infcription under

it. A circumftance which rendered me ob-

noxious to many military men, whofe under-

ftandings were placed below their fhoulders. And
here let me obferve, though I would not be

thought fuperftitious, that before the revolu-

tion of one year, Major Debrifay, died a more

violent death, for his body was fo torn to

pieces, that the fragments could not be col-

lected together for the burial of it, even in a

rabbet warren ! The life of an old foldier,

fhould not be put in the power of young of-

ficers, who perhaps may think they ftamp an

importance upon themfelves, by exerciling

it within the limits of martial law ; it is an

eafy matter to fentence a man to death, or

to inflict a thoufand lafhes upon his bare

back, but it is terrible to endure ; during

the fourteen years I commanded Land Guard

Fort. I made the old invalids do their duty

like foldiers, and I have a certificate under all

their hands that I did fo, and that no man
during that period ever had his fhirt ftript from

his body, or a lafh upon his back.

When Lord Barrington wrote me fuch a let-

ter, that I thought I could no longer ferve with

honor in a military capacity, I waited upon his

Lordfhip
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Lordfhip to know the caufe, and afked him whe-

ther I had been guilty of treafon or cowardice ?

he replied no ; he believed me to be an honeft

man, but added, he had recommended it to the

Kino- to write me fuch a letter, for faid he, Mr.

Thicknefle, there is fomething very peculiar in

your temper, I acknowledged the charge, and

produced the certificate, obferving that there

certainly was fomething peculiar in my temper,

and beg'd his Lordfhip to perufe the certificate,

ligned by the mafter gunner, quarter gunners,

and every man then under my command, and

I defied his Lordfhip to produce fuch another

certificate from the governor of any Garrifon ei-

ther, at home or abroad. I would not have men-

tioned this circumftance, but to apprize my fuc-

ceffors, that old foldiers fent to fpend the dregs

of a hard fated life in Garrifon, fhould not be

brought under the drummer's InJJ) ; no port li-

berty; confinement in the guard room ; turning

their coats, double duty, and other gentle

punifhments, will have a better effect ; when I

was tried upon eight heavy charges by a court

martial at the horfe guards, * one of them was

for fpoiling and deftroying the King's ftores, it

was proved ; the charge was for ordering down
an invalid foldier, whom I found upon coming

into

* The Duke of Northumberland was one of my Judges.
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into the fort, mounted, in the fixty fourth

year of his age, upon the wooden horfe, with

his hands tied behind him, and four heavy fire-

locks tied to his heels ! for feeing this horrid

fpe&acle, and hearing the fufferer call upon

me for pity, I not only ordered him to be taken

down, but the foldiers to break up the wooden

horfe and burn it, that no temporary command-

ing officer, while I was out of the fort, fhould

again repeat fuch wanton acts of cruelty ; it is

a dangerous punifhment for young men, but to

age, it occafions diforders which foon carry them

beyond the reach of tyrants, and I hope to fee

the day that picketing the horfe foldier, and

riding thefoot', be utterly abolifhed from the bri-

tifh army, no foldier in France receive corpo-

ral punifhments for petty offences, and yet

good difcipline is preferved. It has been infinu-

ated by my enemies, that the King difmiffed

me from the government of Land Guard Fort,

and a frofty faced attorney, of Ipfwich, faid he

had feen the letter of my difmiflion, but the

truth is, I had the King's leave to refign it in

favour of the prefent lieutenant governor, Mr.

Singleton, who paid me two thoufand pounds

down, and promifed to infure his life for four

hundred pounds more, which he paid me with

intereft at fifty pounds a year for eight years

afterwards
\



( '57 )

afterwards j this indulgence and unprecedent-

ed tranfaction however, was brought about by

that virtuous, friendly, and excellent man, the

late Marquis of Rockingham, whofe conduct

all good men admired, and whofe memory I re-

vere.

ANECDOTE
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N E C D O T E

NATHANIEL St. ANDRE,

HE WHO THE SAME NIGHT MR. MOLLINEUX DIED,

WENT OFF WITH LADY BETTY, HIS WIDOW,

AND MARRIED HER.

IT was the fafhion at Southampton, in the

year 1743 and no where elfe in the Kingdom,

to vifit Lady Betty and her hufband St. Andre,

who was confidered there, by many of the then

inhabitants, as a miracle of wifdom and know-

ledge of every kind. St. Andre was a Ger-

man, and bred a fencing mafter, but finifhed

his education, by travelling with an itinerant

doctor. Thus qualified, he arrived in England,

called



C 159 )

called himfelf a great Anatomift, and fpeaking

the native language of George the firft, was

not only introduced to his Majefty, but was

appointed the King's Anatomift, and actually

attended his Majefty to inftrucl: him in that

occult art ! by this extraordinary fituation he

became noticed by many people of fafhion, and

among others, by Mr. Mollineux, fecretary to

the Prince of Wales, and by means of his bafs

viol, fiddle, &c. (for he pofleffed all thofe tra-

velling accomplijlwients in a tolerable degree) he

wriggled himfelf into his favor, and at length,

from his anatomical'knowledge', into Lady Betty's ;

and then into their houfe en famille. That he

was ignorant to a degree fcarce to be conceived,

may be feen in his filly pamphlet, written to

prove that the impoftor, Mary Toft, of God-

aiming rabbets, were prceternatural human fae-

tus's, in the form of quadrupeds, which pam-

phlet he afterwards, bought up, and fo effec-

tually fuppreffed, that I was twenty years in

fearch of it, before I could obtain a fight of one.

I do not know who killed poor Mr. Mollineux,

but I have been alfured that he who publifhed,

lately, the fecond edition of that curious per-

formance, killed St. Andre, be that as it may,

it is pretty certain, that his foolifh book, and

Sir Richard Maningham's illiterate one, upon

the
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the fame dirty fubject, {hews the wretched ftatc

of phyfical practice and Anatomical (kill, in this

Kingdom, bout fixty years ago. Soon after

indeed, a real genius in this way appeared;

Doctor Frank Nicholls, who by his ingenious,

public lectures, and curious Anatomical prepa-

rations, put an extinguifher upon the heads of

a train of fuch impoftors on one fide, and pre-

tenders on the other. After Maningham had

been as much impofed upon, as St. Andre, and

another high German Doctor whom the King

had fent down to Godalming, to examine Mrs.

Toft's rabbet warren ; he too, wrote a curious

pamphlet, to fhew how that impoftrefs was de-

tected, but without faying a word, to fhew

how, fo many great men could have been im-

pofed upon, by a very fimple wicked woman,

and by the moft obvious fraud that ever was

attempted ; however I give him credit for the

truth of one ailertion in his ingenious " Diary

" of what was obferved during a clofe attend-

" ance upon Mary Toft the pretended rabbet

" breeder, from Monday the 28th of Nov. to

" December the 7th, 1726, by Richard Man-
" ingham,Kir.ght,fellowof the royal fociety and
" of the college of Phyficians, for fays this fel-

" low of the royal fociety, on Tuefday the 6th,

* ; Sir Thomas, (meaning Sir Thomas Clarges

the
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•* the juftice) threatened her feverely and be-

" gan to appear the mofk propereft phyfician in

" her cafe, and his remedies took place, and
" feemed to promife a perfect cure, for we
" heard no more of her labour pains" was Sir

Thomas a fellow of the royal fociety I won-

der ? he certainly ought to have been, as the

mofi properejl one9 of any of the doctors, f

It is not a quite lingular cafe that Mary Toft

mould have made fo fhameful an attempt to*

impofe upon mankind, and fo debafe her fex

and nature ; for a young girl lately in France

(in order to deftroy her quandam fweet heart)

declared herfelf pregnant by him of toads,

and was delivered, like Mary Toft, of feveral,

and fome with life enough, to make it a matter

of doubt with her Parijh Prief, whether they

fhould, or mould not, be chrifiened !

M Notwith-

f In Juftice to thefe two great men, it ought to be obferved, that it was

their ignorance, not wickedncfs, for they were both impofed upon, by

that fimple wicked wretch, who had made them, and Mr. Howard the

Godalmin man-midwife believe, that rabbets had danced in* her Uteri t

for many weeks together to the tune offourteen or fifteen ! The whole

Kingdom was in talk upon this extraordinary delivery, and St. Andre,

with Mr. Limborch, another High German Doctor, were fent down ex-

f refsly by the King, to examine into thefe ftcrlud '-alter:.
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Notwithftanding the high eftimation St. A»-

drc flood in, as a man of knowledge among

his Southampton admirers, I ftrongly fufpe&ed

he was at bottom, an empty filly fellow, who
would pretend to account for every thing, by

ufing a few technical terms, applied with much
affuming, confident, and arrogant manners. I

therefore tried the following experiment upon

him. Having fplit an apricot ftone, and taken

the kernel out, I fixed in its place, a fmall con-

vex lens, and gumed it together, in a manner

that it was not eafy to perceive, it had been

opened, and making two fmall holes on the

fides of the ftone oppofite each other, it had

of courfe a very confiderable magnifying

power ; toiling this ftone for a confiderable

time up, and catching it in my hand, while

I was walking before the coffee houfe door at

Southampton with St. Andre, I at length put

it to my eye, and holding up my finger before

it, obferved to him, how extraordinary it was,

that there fhould appear fuch magnifying

powers, from thofe two holes, merely from

the cavity within, and defired him to obferve,

and explain it ? he accordingly applied it to

his eye, and elevating his finger before it alfo,

could no longer doubt of the truth of my obfer-

vation, and upon my afking him the caufe,

he
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he was pleafed to inform me, " that the kernel

•within, had perijhed, and that the concavity of the

flone, caufed the rays of light to expand in the va-

cuum, and thereby prefent the rays of light in globu-

larforms between the eye and the objecl, &c. &c."

this nonfenfe bringing to my mind the faying

of a fine lady, who being afked if flie drank

milk in her tea, replied, yes ; becaufe the glo-

bular particles of the milk render the accute angles of

the tea more obtufe, I burfl into a loud laugh, and

attempted to go into the coffee houfe to relate

my manner of magnifying matters, but St. Andre,

then fufpecting that I had learnt the art of

concealing embryoes of Mary Toft, endeavoured

to prevent me, and defired me not to tell ; It

was a kernel however I could not but crack, as

I knew it would become nuts to many of the

company, though it finifhed for ever, my cor-

refpondence with that very eccentric and fin-

'

gular genius
;
yet I confefs that it deprived

me of great pleafure, for Lady Betty, his wife

(whatever errors her pajjions might have led her

into) was certainly one of the moll entertain-

ing fenfible women then living, and faid to be

(by Queen Caroline, before fhe was forbid the

court) the bell bred woman in the Britifh do-

minions.

M 2 ANECDOTE
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ANECDOTE

THE DUKE OF SOMERSET, THE FATHER OF THE

MARCHIONESS OF GRANBY.

HERE happened fuch a conteft at King's

college, Cambridge, in the year 1742, between

the equally divided Fellows, in their choice of

a Provoft, that neither party could prevail

;

my brother, who was of the whig party, but

a moderate man, and efteemed by both, was

defired immediately to take his doctor's de-

gree, and that they would unite, and elect

him. As the King was juft fetting out for Ha-

nover, my Brother was obliged to go imme-

diately



( 1*5 )

diately to London to get his mandamus, and

to apply to the Duke of Somerfet, who was
chancellor of the univerfity, the inftant he

arrived in London, which happened to be on

a Sunday, he was utterly unknown to the

Duke, but wrote him a fhort letter the copy

of which now lies before me, the Duke, to

his great furprife, fent to defire his company

at dinner, my brother accordingly went, was

kindly received, and his requeft complied with

;

previous to the dinner being ferved up, the

company, confifting of ten perfons befide the

Duke, were fitting in the great Hall, a fervant

entered, holding a filver ftaff in his right hand,

fomething like a Bifhop's crolier, and bare head-

ed, announced the fplendid repas three times

thus ; Forte,—Piano,—Pianifimo. My Lord Duke
of Somerfet.—My Lord Duke of Somerfet.

—

My Lord Duke of Somerfet. Your Graces

dinner is upon the table. I believe my brother

was the only undignified clergyman who was

ever admitted to fuch an honor, and as he died

fuddenly, a few days after, he died without

knowing why this lingular mark of attention

was fliewn him, and therefore I will venture

to account for it, from one exprefiion in his

letter to the Duke; it is, " nothing could in-

" duce



( >66 )

" ducc me to give your Grace this trouble iip-

" on a Sunday, but the King's going fo foon

" abroad" The Duke perhaps did not lay

much ftrefs upon the day, but he was gratified

;

and perhaps flattered, to find a clergyman who
fuppofed he did. Mentioning this matter fome

years afterwards, to the Dowager Lady Bate-

man, I obferved that the pride of the father,

feemed very confpicuous in the deportment of

his daughter, Lady Granby, for ihe appear'd

to me to walk in a more {lately manner, than

I had ever feen any Lady move. Lady Bate-

man, who was intimately acquainted with the

Marchionefs, and who admired her for her

many virtues, and above all, for being far

above any pride but fuch as was becoming her

rank, laughed at me for having conceived an

idea lb contrary to truth ; as to her manner of

walking me obferved, that might be eafily ac-

counted for, for faid fhe, Lady Granby never

was fufFered to walk alone, till after flie was

married, nor even to go up or down flairs,

without being fupported by a groom of the

chambers, or fome gentlemen, adding, you

fhall go with me fome morning and breakfaft

with Lady Granby, and foon conferred that

honor upon me. I here acknowledge my mif-

take,
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take, for I found Lady Granby as devoid of

pride, as fhe was covered with irrefiftible

charms, and I was as proud of my extraordi-

nary introduction to the Marchionefs, as my
brother could have been to the noble Duke
her father.

ANECDOTE
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ANECDOTE

ITINERANT PLAYER, fcrV

ABOUT eight or ten years fince, a young

man was brought to me, who was thought to

poffefs fome Theatrical talents, and the fpeci-

mens he gave of it were fuch as induced me to

recommend him to the manager of a Theatre

who employed him, either upon my opinion,

or his own, at a fmall weekly falary; at this

time, the man, who I think had been bred a

coach maker, owed fome money, and honeftly

propofed to his creditors, to give them up a

moiety of his little income, till they were paid,

but
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but that propofal was rejected, and he was ob-

liged to fly to France, and there remain with-

out his fubfiftence, till he could be what, is,

I think, called white wajhed; I thought his cafe

hard, and his creditors unreafonable, and there-

fore gave him a letter to a french officer, and

a weekly allowance to maintain him there out

of my own pocket till the whiting had been put

on. The officer, to whom I had written in

his favor, being very defirous of obliging me,

went to him one morning in a great hurry, and

informed him, according to the french man-

ner of expreflion, that he had procured him a

pen/ion, meaning thereby, a family to board

with; procured me a penfion, replied the

young comedian! you aftonifh me! pray Sir

how much is it ? forty pounds a year for you

and your wife.—Good God Sir, how fhall I

reward you ? you have laid me under an ever-

lafting obligation, what a lucky man I am, firft

to find a friend to fend me into a foreign coun-

try, and there to find a ftranger to ferve me
fo effentially. The frenchman who had been

too much accuftomed to hear fuch expreflions

made ufe of, for trifling favors, did not per-

ceive that the Englifhman, was thanking him

for procuring him and his wife a penfion dur-

ing:
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ing life, of forty pounds a year; but after a

little further convcrfation, the matter was ex-

plained on both fides. If this man was not fo

lucky, on the other fide of the water, as he had

for a while believed, he has had it amply made

up to him on this fince his return, for he now
holds a place under government, faid to be

worth a thoufand pounds a year, and yet his

name does not appear among the lift of my
fubferibers ! he fent it indeed, but not properly-,

and befide, it is not the firft time that he has

reminded me of a very juft obfervation ; viz.

that ingratitude is a crime of fo deep a dye,

no one was ever found hardy enough to ac-

knowledge himfelf guilty of it; * tho' I am
apt to believe, he was intimidated from doing

it by his comedian matter, who I have often

feen in his blue fleeves, dipping candles in a

greafe tub; but that was all fair, and mould

not

* When the late Duke of St. Alban's married, he fent one wedding

favor to Lord George Beauclerck. Lord George returned it, and de-

fied the fervant to inform his grace, that tivo or none, fhould have been

lent to him, Lord Geoige having juft before married bis lady, fo this

fortunate comedian fent me one mark of bis gratitude, but as I had fub-

fcribed to him and his ivife too, during the ivbite "jiajbing buftnefs at Ca-

lais, I declined the favor, agreeing with Lord George that two favors,

or none fhould have been fent, one to me, and one to my wife, for we

had both fubferibed to them.
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not have been mentioned here, had he con-

dueled a negotiation between afather and aJon

with truth, candour or juftice, but low birth,

however cultivated will always have a fmack

of it, neither good company, nor good luck;

can do them quite away. The wife of the firft

artift in this Kingdom, nay of any Kingdom,

and who frequently earns fifty guineas before

he fits down to dinner, carries this beggarly

difpofition to a pitch fcarce to be conceived.

Her hufband who is by no means young, con-

ftantly ftands upon his feet during five or fix

hours every day, and then before dinner walks

into the park for a little frefh air, or into the

city upon bufinefs, by which time, he be-

comes fo foot fore, that he takes a hackney

coach to return home, but he durft as foon

eat his palate as be fet down within fight of his

own door, for fear of anotherfet down, from a

little bit of redjlejh which grows in this Scotch

woman's mouth ! ! what renders it worfe too,

is, that the hufband is as generous, as he is in-

genious, and feels thofe dirty doings at his finger

ends, for no man living poffenes a cunningef fin-

ger, nor a more beggarly and mean fpirited jea-

lous pated wife, who would rather deprive him

of the company of thofe friends who fincerely

love
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love him, for his many good qualities, and who
admire him for his inimitable talents, than that

an extra bottle of wine, or a bit of roaft mutton

frjould be eat at his table, and yet this woman
has an annuity fettled upon her for life, four

times more than fhe has fpirit to fpend, or ge-

nius to enjoy, nor is this the meaneft inftance

1 could with truth advance, but inftead of

which, I will relate one of an Englifh Farmerefs,

who died worth thirty thoufand pounds, and

who was my neareft neighbour offafoion at Land

Guard Fort. On my firft journey to that gar-

rifon when I came to Walton, a village only

three miles from it, having been previoufly told

there was no neighbourhood near it, I was de-

lighted to fee a magnificent houfe, and an At-

chievement over the door ! a few days, after

having walked up to the village, an old hag,

refembling one of the witches in Macbeth, came

forth from this goodly looking manfion and

thus accofted me.—" Tourfcrvant your honor; I

" hope ivejlmllferveyou with butter, eggs, and things

" in our way, we always ferved Governor Hayes

" your honor, &c." upon enquiring of the par-

fon, I was allured that this woman was worth

a great deal of money, and that in the laft ill—

nefs
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nefs of her hufband ; the old man, when he

found himfelf going, faid " wife if thee wouldft,

" I willfend over to Ipfwichfor Dr. Venn,for indeed

" / am deadly bad."—fend for Dr. Venn replied

the wizard, why you auldfeule you, what figni-

fies your thrawing away your money upon Doc-

tors fluff, when you knaw you cant hauld it

above a day or two, but as the Doctor was not

fent for, the old man told Thomas, who was

going with the teem to Ipfwich market, to bring

him a bit of veal, and Thomas would have

brought it, but that fhe privately forbid him,

unlefs it could be had at five pence a pound !

. the old man died a few days after, without the

affiftance of Dr. Venn, or Dr. Veal ; yet this

man, who fubmitted to be thus treated by fuch

a mean animal, for fhe merited not the name of

a woman, I am well allured, had the fpirit to

give my predeceffor, a handfome horfe whip-

ping. When it came to the old woman's turn,

to have nothing more to do with butter and eggs,

fhe fent for the Layer, to make her will, and

the following converfation paffed between them.

Your fervant Mr. Kilderbey,—vour fervant Ma-

dam,—to be fure Mr. Kilderbey I am deadly

bad ;—to be fure Madam you are ;—to be fure

I have a great deal of money to leave behind

me
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me Mr. Kilderbey ;—to be fure Madam you

have ;—and I am very unwilling to part with

it ;—to be fure Madam you are ; then lifting

up her eyes for the firft time to heaven, (pre-

vious, to her doing what fhe had never in her

life done before) fhe obferved, that a fait goofe

hung in the paffage, and defired Mr. Kilderbey

to put it into his pocket ; and he did fo, for

Mr. Kilderbey finding that fhe was difpofed to

leave all her money, where he wifhed it to be

left, he would have put her in his pocket ra-

ther than have thwarted the old lady at fuch a

critical time, for he too perceived, that neither

Dr. Venn, nor Dr. Veal's afliftance, could make

her hauld it above a day or two, and fo poor Mr.

Kilderbey, after having made her will, was con-

tent to ride thirteen miles home with a fait goofe

in his pocket, the very emblem of the hag,

whofe will he had made, fo much to his own
fatisfaclion, being in favor of his friend, a re-

putable Farmer in the neighbourhood, who had

a very large family, we have heard of high life

above flairs, and high life below flairs, but

where fhall we place the lives of two fuch Jefa-

bells as are above delineated ? if the reader

fhould be difpofed, either to laugh, or to cry,

at
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at fuch inflances of human depravity, for here

is matter for both, he is required not to doubt,

the truth of either, for I have the best autho-

rity to fay they are truth itself.

A FEW
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A FEW REMARKS

SLAVERY.

X HAT Englifhmen, who boaft of more free-

dom than perhaps they poflefs, mould counte-

nance flavery, is a fhame, but that they have

taken the matter up all at once, with too much
ardour, and perhaps too, it originated with

fome fmifter views there can be no doubt.

That the Negroes are a fpecies of the human
race, I cannot deny, but that they are an infe-

rior and a very different order of men, I fin-

cerely believe ; I have feen and converfed much

with them, in what we call their ftate of flavery,

,\U 1.1
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and yet by living long among them, in the

Illand of Jamaica, it never was my lot to fee

thofe acts of cruelty and opprefllon, with which

the native white men, of thofe climates, are

now accufed ; warmth of temper, the climate

certainly conveys to them, but it is accompa-

nied with generolity and humanity in a great

degree, and the life of their flaves, appear in

my eyes, much preferable to the white flaves

among us, for what elfe are the day labourers

of England, Ireland, and Scotland ? they in-

deed ferve a variety of mafters, inftead of one ;

but does that mend their condition ? there is

an old Negro fervant now living at Bath, to

whom I put the following queftions, do you

know the condition of your countrymen in

flavery in our Weft India Iflands ? I do perfect-

ly ;—do you know the condition of the day la-

bourers in this country ? I do perfectly ;

—

then put your hand to your bofom, and tell

me truely, which of the two kinds of life

would you prefer, were you to live your time

over again ? that of flavery faid he ten to one ;

if a race of blacks were to be placed un-

der the frigid zone, they would continue as

black as under the torrid ? * do the Indians

N of

* The bile of the Negroe is black, that of the white man yellowy

but there are many other proofs of their being a very diftinft race of

the human kind.
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of north America, or any nation under the

fun, befide the Negroes, traffic in human

flefh? the condition of the Negroes of our

Iflands in flavery, is preferable to their free-

dom in their own, if a life of perpetual

fear of the hands of the greateft and crueleft

tyrants upon the eartn, can be called freedm.

Do the advocates for flavery believe, that if

a gentleman emancipated his whole plantation

of Haves to day, and defired their labour for

hire to morrow to cut down his canes, &c.

that they would ferve him ? if they do, they

are miflaken, not one of them would; and if

they were all to come to this country, which

God, and the Parliament forbid, no man
would ever fee them either hedging, ditching,

or ploughing;* they would be either domeftic

fervanfs, or ftreet beggars, and the Englifh

nation would in another century, degenerate

into a race of Portuguefe. If they are to be

free, let it be to return to their own country,

not to this. The prudent policy of the French

nation fhould not be overlooked, they will

not fuffer a Negro to land in their Kingdom,
therefore we fliall foon be peopled with them

from all quarters. The giving freedom to the

Negroes,

Did any man cvej Land at work? I never di.?

t now and then to ferve the mafon or bricklayer, with mortar.
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Negroes, and giving up our Weft India Iflands,

are fynonymous terms, if we give them free-

dom, and compel them to work, they are no

longer free, and while the earth there will

produce yams, plantains, cocoes, &c. Negroes •

will only plant them; white men cannot bear

the violence of the fun in thofe climates, even

without labour, but God has given the Negroe

hair to protect him from the Coup de Soleil.

The manner of their being brought down

the rivers of Africa fome hundred miles,

their package one upon another, and the

cruel treatment on the way by their own
compleciioned tyrants, is too dreadful to re-

late, but it is contrary to the intereft, and I

hope to the difpofition of our guinea traders

in general, to treat them cruelly on ihip

board, here and there, white tyrants arife,

whofe delight it may be, to extirpate whole

nations. This nation has fet Mr. Pitt, by

their numerous petitions in favour of the

blacks, a moft arduous talk for granting

it, he muft ruin the Weft India Iflands,

and declining it, he may rouze the Negroes

into a general rebellion as they all now cor.-

fider the whole britiih empire are united,

in wifhing to fet them free. I have feen the

llavery of the Weft Indies, and the flavery

N 2 of
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of the Galleys, but the veriefl Jlaves I have

ever feen, are the day labourers of England

and Ireland, and the all work maid fervants

of London; while fuch a hue and cry is

made about the freedom of black flaves,

hundreds of free born Englifhmen are ac-

tually in flavery under the barbarian moors

in Africa who are not thought of! the late

Mr Henry Grenville when he was Governor

of Barbadoes, contrary to the cuftom of

the country, told me, he dined with his

coat on, and expected all whom he invited

to his table to wear theirs ; for what faid Mr.

Grenville, is a King in his waiftcoat r may
we not go a little further, and fuppofe him

without any covering whatever, and then

who would be able to diftinoruifh. which is

the King, and which was the Have. Lord

Chefteriield's obfervation is very juft, when

he faid, " drefs is a foolifh thing, yet it is a

" foolifh thing not to be well dreiTed," the

wifeft men cannot conquer that abfurdity,

and the multitude are governed by it, to a

man. A pickpocket under the character

of Prince Juftinian, with his fon, and prin-

cefs, lived eleven months fplendidly, at Spa,

in Germany, without a fingle farthing in his

pocket, or fcarce a ihirt to put on \ merely

by
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merit, by dint of the fun and ftars being em-

broidered on an old coat bought of a Friperie,

at Paris. When I fee on Lord Rodney a ftar,

and ribband, I confider it as an ornament

due to the great and eminent fervices he has

rendered his country, but when an Irifh Earl

makes ufe of that badge to introduce him-

felf and his wife into my garden, or when

I am not at home, to afk impertinent queftions

of my fervants; I look upon him with con-

tempt, and embrace this public occafion, tode-

iire he will not take that liberty with me again,

nay to tell him, he shall not ; his coat,

his ftar, and his ribband ; are as infignificant*

in my eyes as he is.

gjp There are in our Weft India Iflands, particularly in Jamaica, a

great number of free Negroes and Mulattoes, who poffefs flaves of

their own, and it is among them only ciuelties are exercifed! I was

more than an eye witnefs to the following affecting fcene in Jamaica. A
gentleman at whofe houfe I was upon a vifit, had ftruck his head boyler,

•a very old man, rather too heavy a blow, and the only blow the man

had during his long life received. The man was hurt in body and

mind too, and feemed to be in danger, his forrowful mafter and mif-

trefs daily vifited him, and fhewed him every mark of attention in

their power, the old man was fenfible of their kindnefs, and often faid

he hoped to recover lb as to boil off the prefent crop and got out again,

but in a few days relapfed and died. The day of his funeral his mafter,

his miftrefs, and. myfelf; were lookers on at this melancholy fcene, for

it was a more melancholy fcene to us, than it feemed to be to his nume-

rous relations and companions, when the bearers had carried him to the

margin of the grave, they run fuddenly away with the corps, faying him

nofave go to the grave. A confutation was then held, as to the caufe !
oh,

he
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he had not taken leave of his friends, the body was then carried to the

door of every hut in the Negroe town, and fome one fpoke for the de-

ceafed thus, farewell tatta, farewell mamma, &c. he was then a fecond

time carried to the grave, but a fecond time a\fo,' him no five go, and a

fecond confultation took place, when it was/wW, that he had not taken

have of his Mafia and Mififs, fo up a high hill the corps, and the crew

Were mounted, and the Sheridan among them, thus harrangued us

three Beccaras. Good bye Majfa, goodbye Miffs, goodbyegemem, me

always ferve you true Maffa, my heart bum true Mafia, andjyew never

'heat me no more thanome, me forry to die before me boil the crop; fo Maffa

and Miff went crying away, and ordered the bearers a large jug of rum,

and then poor ^uamina went as quietly to the grave, as could be ex-

pected!

AN
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AN

OBSERVATION

OR TWO, ON THE

MODERN DOCTRINE OF LIBELS.

A BURNT child (fays the old adage) dreads

the fire; I have been libel-burnt, I therefore alk

the candid part of my countrymen, whether

it can be juftly faid, we live in a free country,

while every man among us a few only excepted,

is liable to be tried by a jury, who may be

perfuaded to find his Peer guilty of publijhing

only, and then leave his unknown punimment to

the court of King's Bench. Is not a man fo

convicted, left to the mercy of Judges, who
mav
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may nail liis ears to a pillory ; nay, who may
cut his ears off? who may imprifon him for

life, or fentence him to find fuch high fecurities,

as may detain him for life in a prifon, and that

too, for a crime, which if the punilhment had

been left to the. bofoms of his jury, would nei-

ther have deprived him of liberty, or fined him

five pounds. I will flate my own cafe, becaufe it

is applicable to many other free born English-

men. Lord Orwell, afterwards created Earl

of Sbipbroke ! * was appointed prefident of a

court martial upon the tryal of a military, or

rather an iinmilitary officer of his own corps,

but under my command in a frontier garrifon ;

in war time, and at the time the Queen was

hourly expected to land at, or pafs under the

very muzzles of the cannon of that garrifon.

This officer quitted his duty without my leave,

contrary to repeated and pofitive public garrifon

orders, I fent a ferjeant to the place he had re-

treated (thirteen miles off,) to order him to re-

turn to his duty
;
yet in defiance to all military

difcipline, to duty, and decency to the perfon

of his fovereign, he would not return ; but

aggravated his crime by abfenting himfelf two

days more ; unwilling to embarafs govern-

ment,

* He ferrcd an apprenticefriip to a Mercer.
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by trying fuch a militia culprit at a court martial,

I put him firft in arreft, and gave him twenty

four hours time, to confider of his improper

condud, in hopes, that he would make fuch an

apology as he ought, or at leaft, fuch a one

(for I would gladly have accepted of any) that

xnight fave appearances in me, and fpare trouble

to the folks above, but finding he did not apply

to me ! I applied to him, and afked him whe-

ther he had any reafons to offer, why I mould

not lay his very extraordinary conduct before

the fecretary at war, in order to receive the

King's commands* ? but this obftinate country

Efquire (Captain Lynch of Ipfwich) had none !

!

nay, he confidered himfelf fo ill ufed, that he

infifted upon being tried at a court martial ! Lord

Orwell, and twelve more of his refpeclable corps,

fat in judgment upon us both, for they rather

tried me, than him ; and after (what might have

been done in one hour) three days mature delibe-

rate, the honorable court found the prifoner not

only, not guilty, but acquitted him with honour ! !

The King however could not, as appears by the

Judge

* I had defired the Serjeant to tell Mr. Lynch that I expetted him

to let me know whether his going without leave was owing to his con-

tempt to difcipline, or to me ? the latter part of which rather alarmed

the noble Captain, and induced him to prefer the matter being fettled

by his Brother Officers, than between bimfdfandme.
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Judge advocates letter, confirm this very extra-

ordinary and honourable acquittal, " becaufe the

" charge ftands clear, * and uncontradicted
" by the prifoner" foine time after this fen-

tence, The noble lord was prefented with a

wooden cannon ; by a wag, who thought it I

fuppofe, a proper field piece for fo refpeclable a

corps, for it made, when let off, as much noife as

an iron one, and when his lordfhip was a candi-

date to reprefent the town of Ipfwich in parlia-

ment, a paper was littered about the ftreets to

which the following querie was tacked.f

His Lordfhip, determined to preferve thefpirit

and honour of his corps, fixed upon me, as the

fender of that wooden piece of ordnance, and the

author alfo of the aukward kind of querie an-

nexed to the clecllon fquib. I was tried at St.

Edmund's Bury, as the author ofthofe libels by

an

* Extract from the judge advocates Gould's letter.

* " Ifa man be proved guilty of wilful and premeditated perjury can

*' any fct of people be fo mean to elect fuch a villain to reprefent them

" upon any occafion, without fubjectingthemfelvesto beconfideied cn-

" couragers and promoters of a crime the mod impudent and the mod
" infamous," &c. Here was.neither name nor the initials of a name,

it was, as Mr.De Grey juftly obferved in court, as applicable to any man

in that country, or in that court, as to the piofecutor, or was it faid he

(turning to the noble Lord who fat by the judge) that your confeience

retorted it upon you ? Mr. De Grey had fi jneas for his at ten-
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an almoft fuperanuated judge, and a fpecial jury

of twelve gentlemen, and who thought them-

felves bound in honor to find me guilty in court,

though they thought me innocent enough out

of one, to do me the honor to invite me the

next day to breakfalt with them, and to exprefs

their concern. Six or eight months after Mr.

Lynch had efcaped his punijhment ; I was brought

to Weftminfter Hall to receive mine ; it was to

be imprifoned three months ; to be lined one

hundred pounds ; to find fecurity feven years

for my good behaviour, two friends to be

bound in live hundred pounds each, and myfelf

in one thoufand, for the maintainance of it.*

Nowhadthepunifhmentforthefe heinous crimes,

been left with my jury, would they not have

naturally concluded, if imprifoning my perfon

had been mentioned by any one of the number,

that fuch a mode of proceeding might fubjecl

me to the pains and penalties of two punifh-

ments for one offence ? which I have been told is

contrary to the fpirit and law of the land ; did

the court, who palled this fentence upon me
then know, that the King would, as indeed he

most graciously did, overlook my incapaci-

ty

' A printer and my fervant was alio profecuted, the expencesof all

coil me it lead a thoufand pounds.
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ty to do my military duty for the fpace of three

months I was fhut up in a prifon ? if they did

not, then they laid me open to a double pu-

nifhment for one offence ; but I know, that

the day I was committed, one of my judges

laid to his clerk, this military man muft have

been mad, for he will lofe his commiffton, and

I certainly fhould (for that was the main aim

of my enemy) had his Majefty been as regard-

lefs of Justice as the Judge mentioned above,

was deftitute of candour. Why was I not

fined double, nay quadruple the fum, and not

have been deprived of my liberty ? but that

was not the object of my profecutor, he had de-

clared that he would never quit me till I was un-

done, and I knew certainly that Mr. W. Ellis,

then Secretary at war, received an anonymous

letter, while I was in durance, to the following

effect, and nearly in thefe words, " Sir, Philip

Thickneffe the Governor of Land Guard Fort

is muftered abfent with the King's leave, but it

is expected that you fir, mufter him abfent

where he really is, i. e. in the King's Bench

prifon, for publifhing a falfe fcandalous and in-

famous libel on the Right Hon. Lord Orwell."

Yours, &c.

Veritas*

This
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This letter was treated with that contempt

which was due to fuch an ungenerous attack,

but in juflice to the noble Lord's valour I muft

own, that after I obtained my liberty, but

bound with my friends to keep the peace for

feven years, he did fend Governor Tonynin

to invite me to a breach of it in Hyde Park

and yet, when by the advice of Mr. Cornwell

the fpeaker of the houfe of commons, I pointed

out a fafe way of accepting this extraordinary

invitation, the noble Lord prudently obferved the

laws of the land, and declined going over to

Calais with me, on account of his gout. At
the time that this fentence was pafled upon

me, or rather at the time I was to have the

doors of a prifon thrown open to me, fuppofe

I could not have found two friends (for they

muft be really friends) who would have been

bound in five hundred pounds penalty for fe-

ven years, 1 muft then have been a prifoner

for life, or until I could. I had one brother,

whofe affection I could not doubt, but I had

not two, I had a thoufand acquaintance,

among whom I hope were many who wiihed

me well ; but I could not fay I had any right

to expect, one of them, to fubjecl himfelf to the

payment of five hundred pounds as a proof of

it. Is not therefore a man found guilty of a

libel
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libel by a jury of only publljlmig it ; liable to

imprifonment for life ? and if he be, is he ;.

can he be faid to be a native of a free country,

who can be tried and punifhed only, by twelve

honeft men his Peers, and countrymen ? I have

not the honor to be known to Mr. Bowes, but

I have the pleafure, (if it can in the leaft be

pleafing to him,) to know, that I feel deeply

for the length of time he is fentenced to be

fhut up, with fo many fons and daughters of

woe, for that of itfelf, is a grievous punifh-

ment to a fufceptible mind, f

f In the fequel, I lhall relate the ftory of the wooden gun, as

I Hatter myfelf it may convey feme uicful hints, I am Aire it will

Come extraordinary events, and (hew as Lord Bacon juftly obferves^ what

a fire may be lighted only from a ipr.rk.

ANECDOTE
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ANECDOTE

HENDERSON.

At the time that Palmer allowed him only

a guinea, or a guinea and half a week, there

were people at Bath, who were not ftrangers

to Henderfon's great powers as an aftor, and

ftrength of underftanding as a man. Lord

Bateman, who firft faw him at my houfe in

private, was fo much offended with his man-

ners, (for he poffefTed neither modefty, nor

fentiment) that it was with difficulty I pre-

vailed upon his Lordfhip to fee him in any

other character than his own, yet he was fo

much
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much delighted with his ftage endowments,

that he defired me when we met in town, to

bring Henderfon to dine with him ; as we
were on our way up Oxford road, it occurred

to me that Lady Bateman would be more dif-

gufted with Henderfon's ufual table deport-

ment, than my Lord had been, I therefore took

an occafion to tell him, that Lady Bateman

pofleffed a good underftanding, and was very

delicate as to the propriety of the behaviour of

thofe who came to her table, and as it was

probable Lord Bateman might, after dinner,

defire him to give her ladyfhip a fpecimen of

his ftage abilities, entreated him, as he could

acl even the part of a very fhy modeft man, to

play it, both before, and at dinner, obferving,

that then, whatever he was kind enough to do

after dinner, would come forth with double

force. Henderfon played the part of the knife

andfork, always in the beji manner, and during

the time of dinner, Ifaw him in a new and fin-

gular characler, if he did not difplay much good

breeding, he was in all other refpecls, the thing.

My conjecture too, proved right ; for Lord

Bateman obferving that as Lady Bateman had

not been at Bath in his time, he would gratify

her curiofity by a little fpecimen either comic,

or ferious, of an aflumed character, from that

inftant
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inftant, Mr. Garrick, not Henderfon was at

the table ! neither Gainfborcugh, nor Rey-

nold's ; could have given fuch a portrait of

that firft of all actors ; they could only give

his face, eye, and perfon 5 but Henderfon. al-

moft withoutface, eye, or perfon f gave us the

living man tho* mitred to the extreme, in

every part. That Henderfon mould be unable

to with-hold fuch very extraordinary powers

of mimickry, and thereby endeavour to ridi-

cule the only rival he had, is not much to be

wondered at, but that he poffeffed effrontery

enough to take off Garrick, to Mr. Garrick,

which he did in the fame manner, will ever

remain a wonder, but to thofe who knew him

as well as I did, and will fuiSciertly juftify me,

for giving him the Oxford Road Hud. Mr. Gar-

rick was fhocked when he faw nhnfelf in Hen-

derfon's Mirrour, and only laid, (as well he

might) "What! is thai me?" When I afked

Henderfon how he could be prevailed upon to

do it, he faid Mr. Gr.rrick defired him ! Did

Henderfon then poffeis eVaer moaefty or fen-

timent ? f but what muit we think, when I af-

O fert,

f His perfon was void of elegance and his own face bad.

•f-
He poficHH however the firft of all virtues, that of filial afFeftion

to his aged Mother in a high degree.
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fert, that I have feen feveral letters from Mr 4

.

Garrick to Henderfon, while he was an early-

performer on the Bath ftage, wherein Mr. Gar-

rick had given him fuch kind and important

hints, as to his conduct on^ and off the ftage,

that they appeared to me not only friendly, but

as parental admonitions ; Mr. Henderfon how-

ever flighted them, as puerile and ufelefs. Mr.

Ireland, the fenfible, honeft man, who wrote

Henderfon's life, was his firft and beft friend, yet

Henderfon took him off, ftill better than he did

Mr. Garrick ! for when Mr. Ireland failed in

bufinefs, and failed too, in all probability, from

the expences Henderfon and his afibciates had

led him into (for Mr. Ireland's houfe was his

only home) he was his only creditor alfo, who
refufed to fign his certificate ! and yet with

what candour and ingenioufnefs has Mr. Ireland

written Henderfon's life, fince Henderfon was

taken off h'tmfelf.
*

ANECDOTE

When Henderfon was feriouily complaining of his lofs by Mr.

Ireland's failure, a wag in company, who knew that he had got all

Mr. Ireland's myrtles and bough-pets from the window's in rilaidea

lane, obferved, why what would you have more, have yon not got all

his timber?
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ANECDOTE

A LORD, A MONK, AND A FOOL.

X HE Earl of Coventry, to whom, I was nei-

ther known nor obliged, further than that he

had honoured me with his name, and a guinea,

as a (ubicriber to my journey into Spain, meet-

ing me at Bath foon after my return from

thence, was pleated to inform me, and to fur-

prife me alfo, byt elling me it was in my power

to render him a fervice which no man elfe in

England could ! he then gave me a lift in latin,

of the name of every tree, fhrub, and flower,

wftich the extraordinary mountain of Montfer-

O 2 rat
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rat produces, and defired I would write to my
friend Fere Pafcal, to caufe the feeds and bul-

bous roots it produces, to be collected at the

proper feafons of the year, and fent to him, and

that whatever expence attended it, he would

moft thankfully pay, and feel himfelf highly

obliged ) I immediately wrote in the moft preff-

ing terms to the good Monk, and told him

they were for a nobleman of my country, of

high rank, and great fortune. This requeft

opened a corr efpondence between me and the

good old man, one year, before the Spanifh

war commenced * and continued one year after

for Pere Pascal, lived in peace with all

mankind ; in his reply to me, he expreffed

iuch a willingnefs to oblige his Lordfhip, and

iuch regard to me and my family that it un-

manned me ; if bringing a tear or two in my
eyes when I read it, be unmanning^ fuch poor

beings as the beft of us are. My only concern

iaid the Monk is, " leaft we ihould not fulfil

" thy commands with that zeal and ardour we
* wifh, as our apothecary is the only man in

" whom we can confide." After two years

expenfive

* The Spaniards I <uppole mean to fhew their refpeel to their cor-

refpondents,by enoclofmg their letters in feveral covers, or perhaps (as.

in Spain they pay by weight) to prevent weai and tear, in foreign letters

their paper being very thin, for my letters often had double covers.
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cxpenfive correfpondence to the Monk, and

myfelf alfo, he informed me that he had that

day fent to Mr. Macdonald their Agent at Bar-

celona, two boxes, one, containing feventy

four parcels of feeds, all properly marked and

numbered ; and the other, filled with bul-

bous roots. " When this valuable cargo arrived"

Lord Coventry honored me with a letter of

which the following is a copy.

Dear Sir, t

" I am this minute favoured with your

" raoft obliging letter, I return you a thoufand

" thanks for the trouble you have been at on
" my account, I hope you will fee next year

" the produce of your own bounty, though it

" muft appear in an infant ftate, I am really

" thankful for what I could not have obtained

" by any other means, and whatever expenfe
(i may have attended this valuable cargo in its

" PaJFage f0 England, I fhall moft gratefully pay

" to your order, it is the only fliip that I wim
" may efcape Admiral Rodney's vigilance, for

" under every adminiftration I muft always

" wifh well to that of Britain, I return you
il the Monk's letter * and join in his bleffings,

being

* All the Monk's letters were translated nnd fent to his Lordflrip

;
:

L!i the originals,
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" being dear Sir, your moft faithful humble
" Servant,"

COVENTRY,
PICCADILLY,

March the 4th, 1782.

As his Lordfhip only feemed by this letter,

delirous to pay the expences of the fea paffage,

of this valuable cargo, I replied, by pcinting out,

the only means I knew of, to tranfmit fome

gratuity to the Monk's and the Apothecary,

who had, as I did then, and do now believe,

traverfed a mountain fixteen miles in circumfer-

ence in the hot autumn of Spain to collect them,

and to the Monk who had parceled them, num-

bered tjiem
;
provided boxes for them, and fent

them all properly packed up, to their agent forty

miles, from Montferi at, to Barcelona. I there-

fore informed bis Jx.:dmip that as it was war

time, if he transmitted his donation to Mr.

"Walpole 1 lie britifb minifter at Liibon, that gen-

tl< fjght be able to convey it by fome fafe

means to Montferrat. His Lordfhip did not

honor me with any reply to that letter, but foon

after, called upon Mr. Brown, my bookfeller,

the corner of Effex Street and gave him a

guinea • for their reward, and defired I would

remit it to them, 1 did not remit it ; but I did

not
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not keep it, but gave it to a Spanifh prifoner

who was almoft naked, and pennylefs, and

there the matter had refted in filent aftonifh-

ment in my own bofom, had I not a year af-

terwards, met with a Spanifh gentleman at

Bruffels, who delicately hinted to me (for he was

juft returned from Montferrat) that the Monks
were much furprifed, that a britifh nobleman,

(Homo Ricco,) mould have offered fo fmall a

return for their trouble and expenfe ! I too,

was not only furprifed, but deeply hurt, for as

his Lordfhip had feen all the Monk's letters,

he could not but have obferved one remarka-

ble expreffion in them, towards the clofe of

our correfpondence, viz. " I fhall be al-

ft ways glad to oblige you, but I muft in-

" form you, that the poftage of your letters

" have coft me eighteen pecettoes (millings,)

(i which is a great fum out of a poor monk's
" pocket."f Upon this alarming and pain-

ful hint, I wrote to Lord Coventry and

told him I would vindicate myfelf, not being

able to endure the moft diftant fufpicion, of

having

I My letters were all a fingle fheet of the thinned paper I could pro-

cure and fcaled with a thin wafer; the reader will therefore judge c/

my expence of poftage when I alTert that the replies were always in tw«

»H'l ibmetimes three covers!
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havingbehaved either ungratefully or unjuftly to

ftrangers, who had received me with kindnefs

and treated me with much hofpitality ; his Lord-

fhip in return, by a letter dated Crocme, Sept.

22, 1782, fays, " Sir, the reafon of my leav-

ing a guinea with Mr. Brown for the ufe of the

Spaniih Apothecary, was becaufe you told me
a few millings would be a fufficient gratuity,

and I really meant to be liberal, I have not the

fmalleft objection to depofit another guinea

or two with the fame perfon when I go to

town next winter and I mall certainly do fo,

though I never bought docks and weeds at

fo high a price ; the gentleman certainly did

not collect them upon Monvierrat, but proba-

bly before his own door without goiag a yard

to procure them. The Hill is known to con-

tain fome curious plants, of which I troubled

you with a catalogue, but inflead of thofe

productions the contents of the box were pre-

cifely what I have defcribed 1 a feveral of the

beft botanifls can teftify, who have feen this

whole cargo. When I left the money with

Mr. Brown I fully explained the purpofe for

which it was intended, and told him that you

had no other concern in it than being the ve-

hicle of it to a poor Apothecary at Montferrat,

it
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it is therefore, furprifing that there fhould

liave been any mifapprehenfion about it."

I am Sir, your obedient Servant,

COVENTRY.

But with all due refpect to the noble Earl,

may I not fay, that I had not only been the

vehicle to procure " the box" but to procure

two boxes from Montferrat, that I had been

at fome expence, and had fent, befides poftage

of letters, a prefent to the Monks, in confide-

ration of their kind attention to my requeft,

and was not repaid, nor even afked what ex-

pences I had been put to, I was therefore ob-

liged to trouble his Lordfhip with another let-

ter from BrufTells, to exprefs my concern, that

I mould at the ufe of my intereft, the expence

of my purfe, and the moft ardent defire to

ferve his Lordfhip, incur his difpleafure ! his

Lordfhip in reply does me the honor to fay

" Sir, Nothing could furprife me more than

your letter of the 4th. inft. interpreting a for-

mer letter of mine to convey that I was highly

offended with you, could I be offended with a

gentleman who being almoft an entire ftranger

to me, obligingly undertook to write into a

foreign country ? could I be offended with him

for having punctually executed that commif-

fion?
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/ion ? as to the expence of collecting the feeds

I always underftood that I was to pay it, and

I think fo ftill, with that idea I applied to you

to know what demands there were upon me,

and received in anfwer only a few millings to

a poor Apothecary who had the trouble of

gathering the feeds, I thought I could not fend

him lefs than a guinea, which fum I left with

Mr. Brown, your bookfeller, fully explaining

for whofe ufe it was intended, and fully ftat-

ing, that I believed you would be kind enough

to remit it to Barcelona, having myfelf no

correfpondence with that place. The charge

attending poftage of letters I confefs did not

occur to me, but if you will let me know what

may be due on that account and what you now

think a proper gratuity to the Apothecary, I

will readily fet right the miftake and pay the

money to any perfon in London who may be

appointed to receive it."

I am, Sir,

Your obedient humble Servant,

COVENTRY.,
CROOME,

Oftober the izth, 178a.

After an additional trouble, and . expence in

a frefli correfpondence with the monk at Bruf-

fells,
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fells, I returned to England, and living within

three or four doors of Lord Coventry, and

confequently often feeing his Lordfhip, I again

took the liberty of dating to him that I was

fome pounds out of pocket, for having punc-

tually executed his Lordfhip's commands, and

even offered to fwear within the mark to the

fum expended ; a day or two after, meeting

his Lordihip in Piccadilly, he was pleafed to

tell me, if I would call at his door, his porter

had a note for me ; as I had never in my life

been within his Lordfhip's doors, I declined

that honor, but fent my fervant for the note,

and thus it was written, in his Lordfhip's own
hand, " If Mr. Thickneffe will call at Mr. Cun-

" ningham's, Holier, the corner of St. James's

" Street, the day after he receives this note he

" will find his demands enquired into and ad-

" jufled" but I declining that honour alfo ; and

Sir John Miller called at my houfe a few days

after, and faid he had brought ten guineas,

which he was defired to deliver to me, from

Lord Coventry, as a douceur for the Monk and

Apothecary ; here again I was under the ne-

ceffity of declining this fub/lantial offer, but'

I

informed Sir John Miller, that if he would pay

\t to Don Virio, fecretary to his excellency

the Marquis Del Campo, the Spanifh Ambaf-

fador
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fador, I was very fure that he would remit it

to the Monks, it was accordingly paid to him,

but it arrived alas ! too late for Pere Pafcal to

know how the matter flood. The Prior of the

convent however informed me, that he had

received the ten Britifh guineas, and that he

would not part with them, till he had my in-

flections how they were to be difpoled of, I

therefore defired that after deducting the eisfii-

teen pecettces for the poftage of letters, the price

of the boxes ; their carriage ; and embarka-

tion at Barcelona, for the ufe of the convent

;

that the remaining mm, mould, if he pleafed, be

given to the Apothecary, who collected the mira-

culous docksandweedson amountain where flowers

only grow, and I have fince received a letter from

Don Jofe Ferret Boticaria de Montferrat en Cata~

/una, acknowledging the receipt of the balance,

and offering me his future fervices in the moft

polite and friendly terms ; and now I have on-

ly to lament, that Pere Pafcal, who fhewed me
and my family fo much attention in the moft

romantic and retired fpot upon the habitable

globe, died without being thoroughly fitisfied,

that I had not been clifhoneft or ungrateful, for

the Angular attention he fhewed me and my
family, during our flay at his moft enviable

habitation
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habitation, and that my fincere and expenfive

endeavours to oblige Lord' Coventry, ended

in my being fent to a Stocking Grocer, on a

fixed day, to have my demands " enquired into,

" and adj ufted." That Lord Coventry may
be thoroughly fatisfied that no part of his

bounty remained with me, the following ex-

tract, from Don Virio's letter, dated London,

the 30th of July, 1785, will fhew.

Dear Sir,

" I received fix weeks ago an anfwer
u from my friend at Madrid about the affair of

" Montferrat, he had delivered the ten britifh

" guineas to an agent of that convent w\{\\

" a particular charge, that this fum mould be

" paid to the Apothecary, as unluckily our

" good Padre Rcderego Pafcal is no more. Not
" fatisfied with this anfwer, I wrote to my
" friend, that he fhould infift on having an

" anfwer with a proper acknowledgment from
" the perfon that was to receive the money,
" and confequently, by a meffenger juft ar-

" rived, I received the endofed letter f
" which

f The letters \va* from the Prior of the convent as mentioned above,

who had received the money, and paid the balance to the Apothe-

cary.
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" which I dare fay will give fome better infor-

w mation, &c."

Subfcribed,

J. Virio.

THE
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THE STORY

WOODEN GUN,

AS IT WAS HASTILY SKETCHED OUT FOR THE INFOR-

MATION OF A LADY, NOW RESIDING AT BATH,

AND LONG BEFORE THE RELATOR HAD
ANY IDEA OF PUBLISHING IT.f

AT is very natural Madam, that you mould

wifh to hear the particulars of a ftory, now
you are grown up to years of maturity, which

you fay excited much of your curiolity, even

when you was a child, for I verily believe,

that during fome years, the wooden gun was

a topic

f The Lady of Admiral G -r.
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a topic as often touched upon in Britain, as

the Iron mafk was in France, arid perhaps, is

at this day as little underftood ; I lhall there-

fore Madam, as well as my memory can, with-

out any minutes to aflift it, comply with your

requeft, in relating the moft material points of

a quarrel, which commenced by what the

French call un mal-entendu, and which, though

trifling in the beginning, was attended with

very ferious confequences to the two princi-

pals, and even involved many other perfons

into very difagreeable and untoward fitua-

tions ; ridiculous as fuch a narrative may ap-

pear, at the diftance of full twenty years fince

its commencement it may have its ufe, by

fhewing in what manner, little mifunderftand-

ings may become productive of fatal confe-

quences, and how neceflary it is not to be too

quick in forming opinions, by conceiving rude-

nefs or incivility is meant, when attention, and

the utmoft propriety only was intended. The

circumftances arifmg from the difpute between

Lord Orwell and myfelf, has clearly convinced

me, that it is much iafer to have a mifunder-

ftanding with a fenfible knave, than with a

vain proud, or weak honeft man ; and here it

may be neceffary to obferve, that the confe-

quences, and cenfure, ought to fall on the firft

aggreffor,
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aggreflbr, and I fktter myfelf Madam, however

partial I may infeniibly become by relating

fads, in which I was fo ferioufly an intereiled

party, that you will believe I cannot deviate

fo much from candour and truth ; but that

you may be able to fee your way *, to form a

juft judgment j and determine on which fide

the weaknefs, the wickednefs of the profecu-

tion (I was going to fay perfecution) prepon-

derated. I believe Madam that you and every

perfon of fenfe will allow, that military know-

ledge, cannot be conveyed by the King's fign

manual, and that nothing but infpiration can

impart the knowledge or duty of a foldier, the

minute the fovereign is pleafed to confer a mili-

tary command. In this fituation however,

Colonel Vernon, the late Lord Orwell, and

iince, Earl of Shipbrook flood, when his Ma-

jefty appointed him to the command of the

Eaftern Battalion of the Suffolk militia ; but

before I proceed further, it may be necefiary

for me to obferve, that Colonel Vernon was

the nephew of the renowned Admiral Vernon,

and Angled out from his other nephews, to be

his fole heir, and that as I had ferved in the

fleet at Jamaica, under that Admiral's com-

mand, and not approving of his conduct to

the fbldiers under mine, I had rather a diflikc

P to
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to the name, and therefore, when Mr. Vernon

came to take pofTeffion of the Admiral's houfe

and eftates, in the neighbourhood of Land

Guard Fort, of which garrifon I was then Lieu-

tenant Governor, I did not vi/it him, but meet-

ing him one day near a little cottage I then

po^Tefied, in a very narrow lane, I pulled off my
hat as we palled ; foon after which, he ftop'd

at a little farm of his o\vn, and defcribing my
perfon, alked the farmer what officer it was he

had juft met ? and being informed, he rode

back to my cottage, and without alighting,

entered into a very civil convcrfation with

me, and when he went away, faid he mould

be glad to fee me at Nacton ; and though I

was far from feeling any perfonal diflike to

Mr. Vernon, after this convcrfation, it fo hap-

pened, that I did not vilit him, but foon nfter,

Mr. Vernon was appointed Colonel of the Suf-

folk militia, confuting of eight companies, four

of which, were fent to do garrifon duty under

my command. It then inftantly occurred to

me, how negligent I had been, in not vifiting

Mr. Vernon, and how neceflary it was inftrntly

to vifit Colonel Vernon, as he could not, with-

out much aukwardnefs to himfelf, and to me
too, fee that part of his corps under my com-

mand, without taking fome civil notice of one,

who



who had feemed to flight his acquaintance

;

and as he was at that time in London, I wrote

to his Adjutant, with whom I was well ac-

quainted, to let me know by a fpecial meflen-

ger, the firft day the Colonel arrived at Nac-

ton that 1 might pay my compliments to him

;

and this the Adjutant accordingly did, and on

that very day I waited on him, and was re-

ceived with the utmoft civility. Colonel Ver-

non then exprefled how much he was pleafed

with the fituation of his corps, one part being

at Ipjfwich, the other at the Fort, and his own
houfe between both. Before we parted, I de-

fired him to name a day to vilit that part of

his corps I had the honor to command, and

hoped that he would eat a Barrack dinner with

me when he did, this being fettled and the day

fixed, he came accompanied by his Adjutant,

and returned, as the Adjutant afterwards in-

formed me, pleafed in every refpect, and faid

feveral civil things of me. He foon after, in-

vited me to dine with him, entertained me
and fome of his own officers, with great hofpi-

tality, and I returned, not lefs pleafed from

Nacton, than I underftood he returned from

the Fort. From this clear ftate of fads, k
feems evident, that the utmoft good will pre-

vailed on both fides ; confident I am, it did on

P 2 mine,
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mine, and therefore a few days after, on my
way to Ipfwich, I made Colonel Vernon a

third vifit ; at which time, he obferved, that

a knowledge of garrifon duty would be of

fervice to his whole corps, and therefore faid

he, when the four companies now under your

command have been two months on that duty,

I will relieve them, by fending the other four

in exchange ; I was not much furprifed, that

a gentleman whofe frji commifTion gave him

the command of a Regiment, fhould propofc

fuch a thing, but I was very fure the fecretary

at war would have been infinitely, furprifed,

had I permitted fuch an exchange to have

taken place without his knowledge, nay I

know, that my character as a foldicr, and my
bread was at ftake, if after I had received the

King's command to admit the troops then in

duty, I had permitted any others, even of

the fame corps, to relieve them, but by the

fame authority /'. e. an official letter in the

King's name from the War office. This I men-

tioned with all imaginable civility, as an ir-

regular mode of proceeding, but the Colonel

told me with fome feeming warmth, that he

had mentioned his intentions to Lord Ligo-

nier and to Mr. Charles Townfhend (then Se-

cretary at war) and that they had both confented

to
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to the exchange propofed ; Neverthelefs Sir,

do not I befeech you laid I, urge me to con-

fent alfo, to an unjuftinable meafure, but either

write yourfelf to the War office, or permit me,

' as I mould be forry to fee the troops from Ip-.

fwich arrive at the garrifon gates, and then be

obliged not to receive them. Upon which

Colonel Vernon ftruck his hand violently upon

his breaft, and with a face as red as crimfon,

again afjerted that he had permiffion to change

them, and change them he would ; wonder-

ing that I doidyted his word ! he then afked me
hajiily if I would drink chocolate, but in fuch

a manner, that it plainly implied, a parting

-cup ; I took the hint, and retired, but much

hurt, that he mould have fo mifconceived my
real fentiments ; for I had no more doubt but

that he had mentioned the matter to Lord Li-

gonier and to Mr. Townfhend, and that they

had both confented to it, than if I had been

prefent when they did ; but the Colonel could

fee it in no other light, than that of doubling

his word! and therefore from that minute de-

termined to begin playing the low game of

crofs purpofes with me. His firft move was,

to kill a Buck, fend it to his officers, under

my command, to be divided among them, and

to overlook me, the divifion of which was

made
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made in my kitchen, in order to roajl me in-

ftead of the venifon. The next move was, to

order his Major, to prepare the men for his

Review, on a certain day, on the outfide of the

garrifon ; and confequently beyond the reach

of my command ; and therefore I took the

liberty abfolutely to forbid that mode of re-

viewing the troops of the garrifon, under my
command, not his, till he fent to me, to afk it

as a favor, and promife that the men fhould

return to their duty, the minute the Review

was over, for I found in all points of military

Etiquette, he was as ignorant, as he was of

common good manners ; he accordingly, but

reluctantly complied with my requifition, and

the men were marched out for his review, du-

ring which time I took my horfe and rode to

my cottage hard by, without taking any no-

tice of the Colonel who was then under my com-

mand. From that minute, I fancy the Colonel

began to fufpect, that matters might brew in-

to a tiie a tete review between him and me, for

as foon as I was gone he entered the garrifon,

left his name at my door, and fent his Adju-

tant after me to defire I would eat a cold pafty,

with him and his officers at his neighbouring

farm, but as he had fo forely difappointcd my ve-

nifon appetite for a bit of a hot haunch juft be-

fore,
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fore, I defined to decline that honor, but I.

fhould have obferved, that after I had the lafl

interview with him at Naclon, I wrote to Mr.

Townmend, a fhort letter, to tell him Colonel

Vernon's inclinations relative to the change of

men, and aiked him whether I had the King's

permtffhn to let that exchange take place? and

it feems the Colonel too, had wrote a long let-

ter of complaint againft me, on the fame fubject.

In reply to my letter, Mr. Townfhend ho-

noured me with a private anfwer, under

his otun hand, beginning thus. " 1 return you

thanks for the attention you upon all occafions

ihew to me, and to my office, Colonel Vernon

mentioned this matter to me before, and I am
forry to find he is grown ail of a fudden, fo jea-

lous of the war office ; but as you have not

that jealoufy, its a matter of indifference to me
in whofe name orders are brought to you." If

I was a little too much elated in receiving fuch

a particular mark of approbation, and attention

from fuch a man as Charles Townfhend, it can-

not be wondered at, I mewed his letter to every

body, and pointed out the implied cenfure it

contained of Colonel Vernon's conduct, which

greatly encreafed his refentment, and foon af-

ter an event happened, which he weakly flat-

tered himfelf, would enable him to gain a com-

pleat
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pleat victory over me ; here it muft be obferved

this was in war time, when I commanded a

frontier garrifon of importance, and at a time

too that the Queen was hourly expecled to land

at, or pafs under the walls of the Fort, into

Harwich Harbour. Notwithflanding which, 1

had obferved feveral of Colonel Vernon's offi-

cers, abfented themfelves from their duty with-

out my leave, and even to be abfcnt all night,

I therefore repeated my former orders, in

flronger terms, and pofitively forbid any offi-

cer of that garrifon quitting his duty without

firft obtaining his own fuperior officers leave,

and then mine ; neverthelefs Captain lynch, one

of Colonel Vernon's Corps, a man poffeffing a

better heart, than good manners, or attention

to military difcipline, took his horfe, and be-

fore my face rode away in defiance of all civil

or military attention. I fent to the Major who
commanded, to know whether the noble Captain

was to return that night, and if not, ordered

a ferjeant to follow him, and to require his

immediate return to his duty, or, to let me
know whether his abfence was owing to con-

tempt to my authority, or to difcipline, and his

own duty ? this meffage was delivered the fame

evening to him at Ipfwich, but the Captain did

not return to his duty, till two days afterwards,

and
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and then, I was under a necefiity of either put-

ting him under an arreft, or giving up for ever

all chance of fupporting that neceffary autho-

rity my duty and fafety laid me under ;
* Cap-

tain Lynch was therefore put under an arreft,

as foon as he entered the Fort, and when he

had continued fo twenty four hours, I fent to

know whether he had any reafons to offer why
I mould not (for I was very unwilling to give

fo much trouble above ) lay his conduct before

the fecretary at War ! but the Captain, being

of the fame wrong headed line with his Colonel,

had none he faid, fo far from it, that he infift-

ed on being tried at a Court Martial ! ] encou-

raged no doubt, in fo laudable a caufe, by his

noble Colonel, though it muft be obferved, that

there was no good underftanding in a political

line, between the Captain and Colonel, who was

then member for Ipfwich, where the Captain

was much efteemed, and had no fmall fhare of

electioneering intereft to beftow, the Colonel

therefore, with fome chance of fuccefs, flatter-

ed himfelf that by being named Prefident of

the Court Martial, he might, by Ihewing fuch

kind attention to the unfortunateprifoner^ and fuch

contempt

* I contrived to meet the noble Captain upon the Road, the Day

ihe returned, but he pafTed me without even the Salutation of the

£iat.
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contempt to the d'tfciplinarian Gov. as to kill two
birds with one (tone, and gain a victory in the

field of battle, as well as in the rotine of electi-

on ; a fcheme better conceived, however than

executed, for he failed in both. However the

day of tryal arrived, and the Colonel with a

train of his officers, arrived alfo at the Fort

;

they came directly to myhoufe, and the Colo-

nel afked me why I took the liberty of putting

out the name of two officers whom he had ap-

pointed members of the Court Martial, and

putting down the names of two others ? he

was informed, by the fame authority that he

is now ordered out of that houfe, into the

chapel, where the members were to affemble,

where I would bring the prifoner, and fup-

port the charges for which he was confined, *

obferving at the fame time, that I, not he

commanded within thofe walls, and that with-

in them, I knew my own authority and im-

portance as much, or I did my inlignificance

without the walls. The officers were accord-

ingly affembled, the Adjutant, mentioned

above, was named judge advocate, and the

members were by him sworn to adminifter

juftice

* He wasfoionorant as not to know that if all the Colonels or Ge-

gerals in the Army had come into that Fort upon duty, they would

be under my command.
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juftice according to the rules and articles of

War, he however, was as ignorant of his duty

as a judge advocate, as his Colonel the prifoner

were of military difcipline, for. he proceeded

to try the prifoner before the warrant, figned

by the Arch Bifhop of Canterbury, and all the

regency was read, for that being read, could

alone conftitute them a legal court, but that

warrant remained (where it now is,) in my
pocket. The court however thought themfelves

competent to try, and did try the prifoner,

and the Prefident often attempted to try me too,

uling very indecent and improper expreflions,

fuch as " ym dlfcipllnarian you, Mr. Gove?-nor9

&c. &c. I will not trouble you Madam with

the minutes of this very extraordinary tryal,

further than to fay, that the prifoner, who at

bottom is a very honeft man, acknowledged

that he did go without my leave, that he did,

the fame night, receive my orders to return

to his duty, but that he did not return till a

day or two afterwards. You will naturally

wonder then that fuch a military culprit, fhould

have in fitted upon being tried at a Court Mar-

tial, but I muft inftantly recall your wonder to

another, and a greater matter ! ! The cour (I

believe unanimoufly) found him not guilty,

AND ACQUITTED HIM WITH HONOR ! ! ! The

fentence
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fentence of Courts Martial, are never made
public till the King has approved, or difap-

proved the fentence, yet, having no doubt

how the matter had been decided, I followed

their proceedings to London ; and entreated the

favor of Mr. Townfhend, not only to read the

fentence, but to call his eye over the minutes;

he replied I have, and I really am at a lofs, faid

he, to know what advice to give the crown
(that was his exprefiion) and then obferved,

it is not right, to difclofe the fentence of a

Court Martial.—But to acquit a man who ac-

knowledges himfelf guilty, is
********

********* Soon after his Majefty's plea-*

fure was known, the judge Advocate informed

me, that the King could not confirm the fentence

by which Captain Lynch had been acquitted,

*' becaufe the chargeJlands clear, and uncontradicled

" by the prifoner /" a very gentle but prudent

manner furely, of fetting the gentlejudges down :

however Captain Lynch, in consideration of his

long and clofe confinement, for he had only the

range of the whole garrifon to breathe in, was re-

leafed, and Mr. Townfhend with great proprie-

ty, moved Colonel Vernon's corps from Land

Guard Fort, and replaced it, with part of Sir

Armine Woodhoufe Norfolk militia, who with

his officers, came into that duty, (in fpite o,f

all
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prejudices endeavoured to be railed

againft the commanding officer) with the ut-

moft good temper, good difcipline ; and polite

behaviour ; a conduct which diftinguifhed them

wherever they went, and which will always be

remembered by me with the utmoft fatisfaction,

gratitude, and refpect. Soon afterwards how-

ever, to the aftonilhment of every body ! Sir

Armine's corps was removed, though they

profeffed to like their quarters exceedingly,

and Colonel Vernon's, then juft created Baron

Orwell, returned to their old quarters ! ! If

Mr. Townfhend's previous conducl, would tally

with his future, one would think he had re-

turned Lord Orwell's corps, on purpofe to

make a fmoak blaze, which he knew had Ions:

been on the eve of burfting forth, for I had by

a variety of provoking inuendoes intimated,

that the difciplinarian Governor would not lit

down quietly without that fort of fatisfaction,

which one gentleman expects from another, or

an acknowledgement, and an apology for fuch

impertinent behaviour ; but the perfon of his

Lordfhip was almoft as difficult to be feen as the

grand Turks. It was neceffaiy however, that

the new created Lord, lliould become re-elected

as member for the borough of Ipfwich, and

as
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as all is fair game at an election, the follow-

ing printed hand bills were difperfed by my
fervants, my friends, and his enemies.

ADVERTISEMENT,

Shortly will be publifhed, and gencrouliy

given gratis, for the benefit of that cxtenfive

family (now in the utmoft diftrefs) the family

of the Wrongheads, of Wronghead Hall, in

the county of Suffolk, a letter

To the Wrong Honorable,

Mr. Prefident Upflart,

Giving a full and particular account of the

origin of a late militious quarrel—The firft

wrongheaded caufe of his Wrongfhip's taking

umbrage—His Wrongfhip's private views mif-

carry—The difcipline doctor's prefcription

read in public—It is taken
t
and brought up

again,—The fhame and woe that has already

arofe from young Efq. Wronghead's obftinacy

—A furmife how much more may—He alone

anfwerable—His military exploits—Mr. Pre-

fident Wronghead's fanguine expectations mif*

carry—The young Enquiresfecret caufe of difo-

bedience,
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bedience, known only to himfelf and one more,

fome account of an old fong, fung at a late

Camp,—The offence it gave, and why—The

downfall of a Major, and the upftart of a Cap-

tain ; Some notice of a letter from Camp giv-

ing an account of a wrong honorable enter-

tainment, The ingratitude of the wrriter,

—

A new method (much improved,) of feparating

wine by a piece of chalk * How to know Port

from Claret at a certain table without tailing

either.—A fray among the grave ftones—Four

challenges and no blood flied ! with a curious

plate and references of a new invented piece of

ordnance weighing only four pounds, made

without either iron or brafs, the whole illuftrat-

ed with ferious and humourous remarks, by a

dilbanded militia man without a head, but in

pofleffion of a very good tail piece.

N. B. To be lett or fold a new erected man-

fion houfe, known by the name of Wronghead

Hall, lit for a man of honor, being very near a

Blackfmith's Ihop and a Church.—great plen-

ty of game, but unfortunately it is not the man-

nour

* His Lordftip had Claret for the upper part of his table and

Port for the lower, and Captain Lynch chalked how low the Claret

was to defcend.
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nour houfe. Enquire at Admiral Vernon's

bead in P—p—t Lane.—The only reafon the

prefent poffefTor parts with it, is, the air being

too keen for the gout, and the fituatioh rather

too near a powder magazine.

£>uere. If a man be proved guilty of wil-

ful and premeditated perjury, can any fet of

people be fo mean to elect, fuch a v -n to

reprefent them upon any occafion, without

fubjecting themfelves to be confidered encou-

ragers and promoters of a crime the moft im-

pudent, and the infamous ? furely if fuch a re-

prefentative mould be made choice of, they

will fhew his face on the day of election through

a round hole, inflead of clapping his ba—k—f—

e

on a cujhion.

This balderdafh grub, being local, could

only be underftood by the then inhabitants of

lpfwich, but one part is necefiary now to be

explained, to the well underftanding of what

is to follow, /. e. thefray among the graveft'ones,

for it feems, that Lord Orwell had faid to the

Bailiff of lpfwich, that he would not carry

the addrefs of that borough to the King, in

company with fuch a f —1 as Mr. S n,

Mr. S n being told this, buckled Hmfelf on to

aw
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an old fword, and fent to Lord Orwell to meet

him in the Tower church yard, Ipfwich, and

there demanded fatisfaction, but this was de-

clined, and his Lordfhip retired to Scarborough.

I muft now return to the Fort, where Major

Negus commanded the four companies of Lord

Orwell's corps, and who, either from fimpli-

city, or obftinacy, fet the garrifon orders at

naught, which I did not at that time much at-

tend to, as Lady Betty, my late wife, was in

a very alarming and dangerous ftate of body

and mind, nor mould I have attended then to

his mere difobedience to orders, had he not

drawn his men up in array, under her bed

chamber window, and made them fire their

pieces, fo as not only to alarm my wife, but

fo terrified her, that ihe did . not recover her

right fenfes till three days afterwards. Indeed

the paffion fuch an infult, offered to her, and

to me, under fuch afflicting circumftances,

drove me almoft mad, and I plainly told the

Major, I would confine him in the black hold,

if he did not inftantly difmifs his men, and

keep filence, which he then did. Lady Betty

furvived this infult about three weeks only,

and the night I had followed her to the grave,

after my fervants and the Chaplain were gone

to bed, I wrote the Major a letter, requiring

(^ him
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him inftantly to meet me at the back of it,

and give me fatisfaction for fo bafely violating

the dictates of humanity, and difobeying gar-

rifon duty ; as I could fee into his apartments

from mine, I perceived he was up, and I con-

cluded for a confiderable time, that he was

preparing to meet me as I had defired, but up-

on my fending a fecond Letter, he returned me
the following anfwer, the original of which

now lies before me.

Sir,

" You will excufe my giving you fatisfacHon

in the manner you require, and at the fame

time give me leave to aflure you that I never

intended any infult either to the departed Lady

or yourfelf, and further give me'leave to con-

dole with you for the late Lady Betty whom
[ efteemed for her many virtues.

I am Sir,

Your moft obedient

Humble Servant,

Wm, NEGUS.

J.AND-GUARD-FORT,

Juft part Two o'clock in the Morning,

April the 8th, if62.

Thus
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Thus warmed by refentment, and depreffed

with affliction, I rafhly fent a letter to the St.

James's Chronicle wherein I obferved, that

where an officer firft difobeys the orders of his

fuperior, aggravates it by difregarding the dic-

tates of humanity, and when called upon to

anfwer for fuch infolent and wanton conduct,

writes the following letter, little fpirit or fer-

vices could be expected from fuch a man, when
called forth into public fervice. The Major's

letter, thus publifhed, and fo feverely pre-

faced, induced Lord Orwell, who hated him,

to call forth a confulation of his Corps, the re-

mit was, that the eldeft Captain, fhould wait

upon him, and tell him he mult either light

me, or refign. The Major declared he would

not fight in a wrong caufe, and that as he was,

or feemed to be, the aggrefibr, he would ra-

ther refign ; by this time however I had been

almoft convinced that what the Major had faid

in his letter was true, and that it was rather

an inconfiderate act than an inhumane one

;

he had ladies with him, and he had a mind to

ihew himfelf to advantage, and how well his

men could perform their Evolutions, fo that

the only part of my conduct in this long con-

tefted bulinefs, which at this day gives me any

fenfible concern, is, my being the caufe of the

Q^ 2 Major's
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Major's resignation, a gentleman to whom I

believe the pay as Major was of fome impor-

tance to his family ; but they had infimiated

that the firft time 1 met him in public I intended

to infult him ; to obviate which, I wrote to

him, urged him not to refign, and allured him

that whenever we did meet, he fhould receive

no incivilities from me, but all I could fay

availed nothing, he would he faid refign, and

did fo.

After this long preamble Madam, you will

naturally afk, but where is the wooden gun,

and what has all this to do with the pith of

the difputc ? why Madam the gun was all this

time a ScaTC-crc.-,: on board cf fome collier's

fhip in the ocean, but ix lied over board,

or drcp't over by fome accident, it was driven

at'rny feet, on the fea beach near the Fort,

while I was taking my evening walk ; and at

that inflant, it occurred to me, that it might

prove a piece of fuitable ordnance to accom-

pany the noble Lord's regiment, as they were

juft going to camp. I therefore took it home

with me, tied a label round what is called the

Cornifi-hug of an iron cannon, and the follow-

ing addrefs.—With Major Negus's compliments

to the right Honorable Lord Orwell to be left

in
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in the Tower church yard 'till called for ; that

being the place where Mr. Stanton had invited

Lord Orwell to a pointed interview, which he

had declined ; but though the addrefs on the

gun was in Major Negus's name, the direction

was of my hand writing, and it went to Ip-

fwich with me ; ftood fome hours vifible in

my chaife before it took its ftation on the

tomb-ftone, in the Tower church yard, and

had been vifited by hundreds in both places,

till at length, a icay maker who lived there,

took it into his houfe, and fhewed it to the

curious, at a penny per perfon. As foon as

the news. of this piece of artillery arrived at

Nacton, Lord Orwell, who very well knew

the train in which it came, pleaded ignorance,

and wrote to the major to afk him whether he

had fent it ? he replied, by ajjiiring his Lordjhip

he did not ! ! I then took occasion to obferve,

in the coffee-houfe at Ipfwich, and in the pre-

fence of feveral of his own officers, that if he

would make the feme enquiry of me, which

had been made to Major Negus, I would inform

him who fent it, and why it was fent ; but to

my great aftonifliment, I found the next en-

quiry was at the bar of the King's Bench, where

he fwore that I had fent it to reflect on his cou-

rage as an officer, and to render him ridiculous

in
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in the eyes of his Majefty's fubjects, that he be-

lieved the hand writing to be mine, and that

I had difperfed a paper at Ipfwich, during the

time of his election, intimating that he had

been guilty of wilful and premeditated perjury

on the tryal of Captain Lynch.

This bufinefs came to tryal before a fpecial

jury, fome months after at St. Edmund's Bury,

where (though I acknowledge I was guilty of

the whole charge) I proteft I was convicted by

the moft impudent p— y ; but not procured,

I verily believe, by Lord Orwell. The late Sir

William Bunbury, father of Sir Charles, had

very kindly invited me to fpend a week at Bar-

ton, near St. Edmund's Bury, previous to that

tryal with a view, I believe, of (hewing the court,

and the country gentlemen what his opinion was

of

* Tenacious as thofe Gentlemen were for the honor of their corps upon

feeing their Major held out in the St. James's Chronicle; there had ap-

peared in the fame paper, a much feverer Letter, aLetter which

td highly upon the conduct of their mock Court Martial, and when r had

occafion to go to London, and leave the Command of the garrifon to

t' at honorable corps, I parted up that news paper upon one of the pillars in

the chapel, and told the commandant I expected it to remain there, and

there I found it upon my return ! ! but if there had been a fingle grain

of true fpirit among them, they would have tofTed up, which of them

Ihould have had the honor of tearing it down, there was not then, nor

is not now another corps of militia in the kingdom, who would have fuf-

fered fuch a paper to have flood a fingle minute, where it remained for

months.
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of the profecution, for fome people called it %

perfecution, and the jury who found me guilty$

did me the honor to invite me to breakfaft with

them the next morning, and I am very certain

had the punijhment as well as the guilt, been left

to their determination, my fentence would not

have been imprifonment three months in the

King's Bench, a hundred pound fine to the

King, and fecurities in two friends, of five

hundred pounds each, and myfelfin a thoufand,

to keep the peace for feven years ! As my man
fervant and my printer were likewife profecut-

ed on the fame libelous matter, the expences of

which all fell upon me, I may juftly fay, firfl

and laft, it was not lefs than a thoufand pounds

expence to me, and a much greater fum I dare

fay to his Lordfhip, The tryal came on before

Mr. Juftice Denifon, at a time that he feemed al-

mofl fuperanuated, Mr. De Grey however was

one of my council, to whom I gave fixty

guineas for attending it, and Mr. Willes was

his Lordfhip's. Lord Orwell, contrary to the

advice of his friends, appeared in court, and

fat upon the judges bench, while I, the poor

culprit, was below the bar, with nothing but

a little model of the wooden gun in my hand,

and Mr. De Grey's brilliant talents to protect

me, and to be fure he gave the noble Lord, a

good
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good fixty pounds worfh of chaftifement.

What faid he ! the nephew of the renowned

Admiral Vernon ; who took Porto bello with

fix {hips only, to bring a gentleman into this

court to vindicate his courage ; it cannot be

my Lord, I am afleep, it is a dream, faid he,

but if I am awake, I muft fay, that if I had pre-

lided at any court whatever, and could have

put my hand to my heart, and have faid I had

confcientioufly done my duty like an honeft

man, I would never have conftrued a dirty bit

of paper, thrown about at the time of an elec-

, tion, a paper as applicable to any man in this

court, or this country, as to Lord Orwell, to

have been an infinuation that I had been guilty

of wilful and premeditated perjury, or was it

faid he (turning his eyes to Lord Orwell,) that

your confcience my Lord retorted it upon you ?

and as to your courage my Lord, that ftands

juft where it did. But my Lord, turning to

thejudge, I now recollecb it is a family failing,

for I remember I was council for a poor man
brought into this court by Admiral Vernon

himfelf, for faying (tho' he had juft before

taken Porto Bello with fix mips only,) that he

was a traitor to his country ! after about two

hours harrangue in this way, Mr. De Grey

thought, and fo did I, that he had given me
a lumping
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a lumping pennyworth for my penny; and

Mr. Juftice Denifon, then degenerated into an

old w n, began to fum up the heads of the

charges, but not without two clerks as promp-

ters one at each elbow ; and thus he began.

—

Here, here—-what is the Lord's name?—Or-

well?—here, here, it feems that Lord Orwell

has been throwing about in lanes, alleys, and

ftreets, certain libelous papers and no my
Lord, not Lord Orwell, he is the profecutor,

—

and who is the other ? Governor Thickneffe,

aye, aye, General Thickneffe, I thought he was

a Lord, but it is no matter, he is clearly guilty,

and fo the jury muft find him. About fix months

afterwards, I appeared in Weftminfter Hall to

receive the judgement as mentioned above,

and had the honor of being put into the cufto-

dy of a Tipftaff, who hefwever took my word

for going alcne to the prifon of the King's

Bench ; fome time in the evening of the fame

day, but before I had been twenty four hours

in durance, I was thunderftruck with read-

ing in feveral of the morning papers the

following paragraph. " Yefterday Philip

Thickneffe, Efq. who was committed to the

King's Bench Prifon for publifhing a falfe,

icandalous, and infamous libel, on the Right

Honorable Lord Orwell, made his efcape from

the
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the faid priign, was re-taken, and brought back

again." Whereupon I fent to eight different

printers who had inferted that falfehood, to

know by what authority they had published it
;

and feven of them fent me Lord Orwell's letter,

containing the above falfehood, and infilling

that they inferred it in their papers, and

that he would be anfwerable for it. Where-

upon the TipftafT, to whofe care I had been

delivered, went before the Lord Mayor, and

fwore that the whole was falfe, and his affidavit

foon after made its appearance in the fame pa-

pers. After having fpent part of the months of

February, March, April, and May, with great

mirth and feftivity, at my Town-Houfe in St.

George s Fields, the thenMarfhal, whohad treat-

ed me with great kindnefs, threwopen the prifon

doors, and 1 had the honor of being huzza'd out

by the prifoners, at the head of whom, was a

juftice of the Peace, and at the tail, the Cock-

lane fcratching girl, her father, her mother,

and the celebrated young fcotchman Dunn,

who was confined for attempting to afTafTinate

Wilkes. I then returned to refume my com-

mand at Land Guard Fort, and Lord Orwell

retired to Nacton, in perfect, fecurity as to his

pcrfon, but he did not find his mind in a much

better ftate than before Tryal. He had juft

built
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built a fine houfe at Nacton, and I had juft

bought a collage built in the form of a coun-

try church directly oppofite it, it was called

High Hall, and as every man has, thank God,

in this land, a right to decorate his own houfe

in what manner he pleafes, it pleafed me to

mount a very formidable two and forty wooden

pounder, between the windows in the Tower

of High Hall, with the following doggrel lines

in legible characters beneath it,

ALTHO' I ne'er with thunder broke,

Nor hid a coward in a fmoak
;

Although no man e'er faw my fellow,

At Carthagene or Porto Bello
;

No gun that e'er was made of metal,

Nor tinker with a brazen kettle,

Nor gun that ever dealt in blood,

Or ever croffed the briny flood,

Did ever make fuch loud report,

At death of men, or joy at court,

As this fame gun which here you fee,

Although of mock Artillery
;

Which by the tide was hap'ly faven,

By floating into Orwell Haven, *

Sav'd

* The Harbour of Land Guard Fort is Co called.
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Sav'd by the favor of the tide,

-Lo ! high I hang to fhew my pride,

The pride of Naclon, happy fhition,

A village fam'd throughout the nation
;

For though I'm only heart of oak,

I fpeak it not by way of joke,

'I cofl in money hard and found,

The mm of fifteen hundred pound,

And every year for feven to pafs,

Shall every lad, who with his lafs,

Of Nacton parifh join their hands,

And no Upjiart forbid the banns.

Shall find within this homely cot,

A hearty welcome to the pot,

A pudding fmoaking on the board,

And all that houfe and hoft afford,

Nay, not to baulk them of their fun,

A lodging found them at the gun,

Provided that the maiden fay,

I'll have it Roger, on the 7th of May,*

The novelty of the houfe, the fingularity of

the wooden gun, and the oddity of the paltry

lines, on the front of it ; brought an infinite

number of people to fee it, befide all thofe

who vifited his Lordfiiip ; for there was not a

window in the front of his houfe, which had

not

* The day I came out of nrifon.
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not High Hall in view. Here was no libel

;

no King's Bench Bar to fly to, nor any breach

of the peace ; \\ hat then was to be clone to

heal this dreadful eye fore ? Why a Petition to

the Kins:, to remove me to feme other rarri-

fon ; but even that might not remove High

Hall. A% length however, Mr. Welbore Ellis

was pleafed to fend me a verbal menage, defir-

ing when it was convenient, tofee me in Town, and

when I arrived there, to follow him into the

country as far as Twickenham ; and there, in

the houfe of the departedMr. Pope, I found the

living Air. Welbore Ellis, who not thinking I had

not fpent quite money enough among lawyers,

in a prifon, &c. honoured me with this little

jaunt to fee his Villa, and to receive the King's

commajid's ; and fo with that gentlenefs of man-

ners, and inconceivable addrefs which has rendered

him the admiration of all the world for half a Cen-

tury, he told me that the king had not taken

any notice of my incapacity to do my military

duty, that his Majefty knew I had a large fami-

ly, and as he believed I was a man of fome abi-

lities, he was difpofed to overlook my paft con-

duel to Lord Orwell, provided I would give

my word ot honor never more to difturb the

peace of his Lordihip ; obferving, that we were

both fervants; as well as mbjecls, and that his

Majefty
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Majefty expected to be obeyed. I exprefied

how happy I fhould be upon all and every oc-

cafion, to pay obedience to the King's com-

mands, and obferved alfo, that if I had not

been fo particularly honoured, by being called

two hundred miles from my home and my fa-

mily, a letter would have enjoined me as ftea-

dily to my obfervance, as the perfonal inter-

view I was then honoured with ; and befide,

that I flattered myfelf I had laid Lord Orwell's

conduct fo compleatly before the public, that it

would have appeared downright cowardice in

me to meddle with him any further ; and after

again exprefling my obligations to Mr. Ellis,

which IJhall neverforget, I took my leave, and

returned once more to my duty at Land

Guard Fort. I well knew that Lord Orwell

could not have the face to tell Mr. Ellis in what

manner High Hall was embellifhed, but being

tired down with the weight of metal, though

not of gold, in this bufinefs, I determined to

take down the wooden gun, blot the doggrel

lines and to think no more of Naclon Hall, its

Lord, nor of High Hall. I accordingly honied

my Cannon, and burnt my varfes. This move,

I have reafon to believe removed from the

noble Lord's mind, a great deal of deep op-

preflive matter, for he told every body, that

I had
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I had done more than I was enjoined to do y

and that he flattered himfelf he mould be able

to enjoy the remainder of his days in peace,

for I have good reafon to believe, though he

loved money, he would have given half his

fortune that the peace had not been broken

between us. However, this permanent peace in

appearance^ was but of fhort duration ; a par-

cel of fools took it into their heads,, that they

could draw up charges againfl my military con-

duel, which would fall heavier upon me than

my late civil profecution, but then it would

be attended with an expence they could not

afford ; they had prepared the charges, and very

weighty ones they appeared on paper, and very

heavily they mull have fallen upon my head,

had any of them (for they were eight in num-

ber,) been well founded. Thofe charges were

fhewn to Lord Orwell, and they met with his

approbation and encouragement to proceed upon

them, and fo I once more experienced the atten-

tion of Mr. Welbore Ellis, who obligingly fent

me extracts of thofe charges, to hear what I bad

tofay to them before betook the King's commands,

by laying them before his Majefty ? in reply,

encouraged by a confeious innocence, I hum-
bly befought his Majefty to grant me a tryal

before a Court Martial, and that it might not

be
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be privately at Land Guard Fort, but at the

horfe guards where my innocence or my guilt

might be more publickly brought forward ; the

charges all affecled my bread, and character, and

i'ome of them my life, one of which was for

" /potting and de/iroying the Khig'sjlores, the eng-

lifn of which however was Jlealing them ; and

here I cannot help making a digreffion, to

mew what an el'cape I had, for innocence

does not always protect a man againtt a combi-

nation or knaves, and it was a combination of

knaves, who had formed the eight charges

againft me, though they knew that there was

but oneow which they hoped to convict me. It

muft beobferved as faid above, that though I was

fully guilty of the libel on which I was tried at

St. Edmund's Bury, yet the witnefs who con-

victed me, did it by the molt impudent perjury,

for he fwore positively that I told him, when
he aiked me who I meant by the perjured vil-

lain, mentioned in the printed paper, and dif-

perfed at the election, relative to the Wron^

family, that I replied, I mean Lord Orwell, and

he is a perjured villain. No perfon therefore

in the court but myfelf could be fure, that

G n was a perjured villain, and therefore

upon his teftimony alone, the jury were oblig-

ed to tind me guilty. It will be neceffary now

to
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to give fome account of this Mr. Goniflon, he

had made himfelf ufeful to Lord Ligonier, who

was then at the head of the board of Ordnance,

and when his Lord/hip's age rendered Mr.

G n's talents no more neceflary, he was re-

warded by his Lordfhip with the appointment

of Mailer Gunner and flore keeper under my
command at Land Guard Fort ; he was a fel-

low of fome abilities, which he employed in

fecreting, felling, and ftealing the King's (lores,

in fuch a manner, that within the firft year of

his truft, I was able to procure feven affidavits

of his mameful and wicked conduct, which 1'

fent up to the board of Ordnance, and defired

a Court Martial might be ordered to try him,

as it was my duty to do, for I was called upon

to fign the expenditure of flores as ufed in the

King's fervice in the garrifon under my com-

mand, which I could not have done, without

being as guilty as G n who had not been

wanting, in endeavours to make me fhare with

him part of his plunder. At this time I be-

lieve Lord L—r was dead, for Lord Granby

was then at the head of the Ordnance, but

there was alfo an inferior officer who for many
years had the lead at that board, and that gen-

tleman for reafons bejl known to himfelf, was very

unwilling to let G n appear at a Court

R Martial,
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Martial, perhaps he thought an enquiry into

the conduct of a little rogue, might open a field

to enquiries of a higher nature, certain it is 7

he prevailed upon Lord Granby to write me a

letter wherein his lordfhip faid " he could rather

" ivijh Gonijlon was not tried, as the tryal would
u be attended with much trouble even to Go-

" vernor ThlckneJJe himfelf, and therefore he

" would remove him to fome other garrifon

" and beg
yd leave to recommend Mr. John

" Walker, who had ferved in the blues under

" him, and who was he faid an honeft man, to

" my countenance, and favor" all this was very

innocently done by Lord Granby ; he did not

fee, nor was it probable he fhould, how danger-

ous it might prove to me to let fuch a lion

loofe, who knew what Heps I had taken to

punifli him for his roguery, but as I knew
" the rather wijh" of the commander in chief

of his Majesty's troops, was a polite way of

conveying an abfolute command, I was obliged,

to acquiefce. It was in revenge therefore that

Mr. Gonifton appeared fo ufeful to Lord Or-

well's caufe at St. Edmund's Bury, and he

then ferved the Ordnance at Chatham, and was

no longer under my command. Now Madam,
the firft time I went to the horfe guards, where

I was foon to appear as a culprit for fpciling

and
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and deftroying the King's ftores, the firft perfon

who taught my eyes was Mr. G- n, and then,

and not till then, I own I was ferioufly alarmed,

for knowing what he had done, I well knew

what he could do in the fwearing way, and pray

Mr. Gonifton faid I, what has brought you

hither ? I don't know your honor ; here I am, and

rubbing his hands with a fmile of infolence and

contempt, added, they have brought me here

to be an evidence againji your honor I think ; here

too, it became very neceflary for me to thi?ik,

for I plainly perceived, unlefs I could defeat

Mr. G n's evidence, I was utterly undone in

character, bread, and perhaps to be expofed

to an ignominious death. At this minute that

I am relating the tender pivot on which my fate

was wavering, I tremble, to think of my efcape.

Fortunately I had preferved Lord Granby's

letter, wherein his lordlhip acknowledged the

receipt of the affidavits fworn againfl G n's

frauds, and his wifh that he might not be tried at

a Court Martial ; 1 therefore inftantly wrote his

Lordlhip a letter, informing him thatlwasonthe

eve of a tryal at the horfe guards, on eight heavy

charges,one ofwhich, was for-fpoilinganddejiroying

the King's ftores, and that to my great afto-

nifhment, Mr. G n, whom his Lordfliip

had preferved, would probably effect my ruin,

R 2 for
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for he was the only evidence produced to con-

vict me of the fame crime! but I plainly told

his Lordfhip, that I muft give him the trouble

to attend the Court, and there give his rea-

sons, why, he rather wifloed to fave a notorious

villain from punifhment and inftead of dif-

mifling him from the King's fervice, remove

him to a place where he might carry on the

fame practices, lefs liable to be detected. No
reflection is meant here on the memory of that

brave and liberal minded Nobleman, he had

been reque/ied toJign that official letter, and did

it probably in the rotine of bufinefs, without

confidering much about the matter ; but he

now faw the confequences in the cleareft light,

and Mr. Thoroton was directed to let me know,

that his LordJJjip was confined to his bed with a

fore throat and cold, but could have no objec-

tion to my producing his lordfhip's letter at

the Court Martial, if it could tend to be of fer-

vice to my acquital. I replied, that the pro-

ceedings muft then be ftop't, till his Lordfhip's

health was reftored, for 1 could not let Mr.

G n's evidence appear at the horfe guards

againft me, till his Lordfhip had informed the

court, why I was to be tried for a fufpicion

only of fpoiling and deftroying the King's

ftores, and G n fpared, againft whom there

was
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was proof poflitive in his Lordfhip's poffeffion

by feven or nine affidavits. Here Madam, you

will perceive that Lord Granby flood in almoft

as aukward a fituation as I did, for he mult

have perceived how unjufl it was that G n

fhould be permitted an evidence againft me,

before he had been cleared of the ftrong evi-

dences againft himfelf ; the next day however,

I happened to fee at the horfe guards, Mr.

B , a gentleman belonging to the board of

Ordnance, with fome papers under his arm, and

in clofe converfation with Mr. G n. I did

not hear a word that paffed, but I was fo con-

vinced of the converfation that did pafs be-

tween them, that I then confented to take my
tryal, and to let Mr. G n appear as an evi-

dence, without calling upon Lord Granby to

attend, for I concluded Mr. B , came to

afk Gonifton his bufinefs there ? and being-

told; he would naturally obferve, that Mr.

Thickneffe would never fubmit to have his

evidence given in Court, while there were fe-

ven affidavits now under his arm, wherein it

is positively fworn, that he had ftole and fold

the King's ftores, and he might add, what

have you to do with Mr. Thickneffe, or he

with you ? or why are you fifhing in troubled

waters, which may overwhelm yourfelf ? This,

> or
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or fomething like this, I was fo perfectly con-

vinced parTed in that converfation, that all my
apprehenfions of danger from G n's evi-

dence ceafed, and I foon had the fatisfaction of

finding they were well founded, for Mr.

G n, to the aftonifhment of the phalanx

formed againft me, knew nothing, not he, of

my having fpoilt or deftroyed the King's ftores,

I had frequently he faid, made ufe of fpades,

pick- axes, &c. of the King's at my cottage, but

that I had always given a receipt for them,

and regularly returned them into the ftores

when I had done with them ; this being fo di-

rectly contrary to what he had declared he

would fay and fwear to ; that he was not fuf-

fered even to eat, as he had before done, with

his chums in iniquity, for it muft be obferved,

that though eight charges had been brought

forth, it was this one only they laid any ftrefs

upon, for G n had boafted that he did my

bufinefs at St. Edmund's Bury for ?ne, and

would compleat it at the horfe guards ; but

failing with this their meet anchor, they all

got a ground on a fandy bottom, and funk;

for I was neither Jhot, broke nor fufpended. At
this tryal too, Lord Orwell attended, and gave

his evidence, tho' he had often declared he

would never drop me till he had ruined me.

And
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And now Madam, you will think perhaps that

the meafures of my perfecutions were at an

end ; no fuch thing ; I had a much more ar-

duous piece of bufmefs to go through, for I

had no fooner defended my innocence, than I

had another perfon to try before the fame

Court Martial. Mr. Welbore Ellis had fent

down a Captain with the King's warrant to

command Land Guard Fort during my tryal

;

this man, was weak enough to believe, that if

I was broke, he might probably fucceed me ;

I had accommodated him with two parlours in

my houfe, with a bed in one, and fuch other

conveniences as were necenary to a temporary

refidence, for a fingle man, and had not only

locked, but nailed, and fealed, the door which

led into eight other apartments, becaufe the

pipes of an organ I had pulled to pieces, were

laid in proper order, and almoft covered the

floors of two of the rooms. Nails, feals, and

locks, created a fufpicion that fome of the King's

ftores might be concealed on the other fide of

them, and this man as I faid above, was weak

enough to break the feals, locks and nails, in

order, he faid, to give the ladies a ball in my
dining room, fo that my Organ, my liquor,

and my papers were now all at his mercy!

and he or his man made very free indeed with

what
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what they found convenient, or agreeable
;

but no King's llores could be feen, but they

found a vaft cedar cheft, feven feet long and

four feet broad, which was quite full, and

very heavy ; and there no doubt they con-

cluded the King's ftores were concealed. Some

attempts were then made to force the locks

and bolts of the cheft, but not fucceeding,

they unfcrewed the cheft, which was dove-tailed

together, and got the front fo to open at the

bottom, as to examine part of the contents,

but could not fhut it up again, without taking

out feveral parcels of pamphlets which were

tied up to the number of feven hundred and

fifty, in parcels of five and twenty each, and by

thus drawing them from the bottom, a fnufF

box rolled down, from the top, which con-

tained a gold medalion of the prefent King,

which coft me fifteen guineas, a five moidore

piece, and feveral fmall pieces of old gold, to

the value of about forty pounds, no part of

which I ever faw afterwards, and was thankful

to find my plate fafe, which was lapped up in a

blanket with the fnuff box, but that alone had

fallen down. I therefore drew up four charges

againft the Captain commandant, one of which

was for behaving in a fcandalous infamous man-

ner, fuch as was unbecoming the character of an

officer
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officer and a gentleman, by breaking open my
doors, whereby I had fuftained confiderable lofs,

and fpecified the particulars. This officer being

chofen by Ellis to command in my abfence, and

he who thought eight heavy charges againft

me, not too many to defend, found four

againft the Captain, too many for him, for he in-

formed me that the King had ordered the Captain

to be tried on two of them, but bad referred

the other tivofor his further confidcration. At the

Captain's tryal I clearly proved, by the girl who
made his bed, that one of the feven hundred

and iifty pamphlets which came out of the cheft

(for not one had been publifhed) fhe had feen,

read a part of, and even quoted almoft verbatim^

a card addreffed to Lord Orwell, and fent by

Mrs. ThicknefTe, wherein fhe allied him " if he

" intended being at the aflembly at St. Ed-
" mund's Bury that night, for if he did, fhe

" would meet him there as Jure as a Gun."

The court however only found the Captain in-

difcreet in breaking open my rooms ! But why
he was not broke for doing it, or I for charging

an innocent man with behaving in a fcandalous in-

famous manner, muft be determined by Gene-

ral Parflow and a majority of the members who
tried him, and who heard the charges, for ac-

cording to my weak judgement, both ought

not
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not to have born the King's commiflion, one

mujl have behaved infamoufly ; but neither of us

was punifhed I ! and here let me obferve, and

with gratitude and refpecl: acknowledge it, that

had it not been for Lord Walkworth, now

Duke of Northumberland, and Lieutenant Co-

lonel Darby, both utter ftrangers to me, I had

certainly been undone at this Tryal, for there

was not want of P y fufficient to have de-

molished half a dozen innocent men, but thofe

two worthy perfons, either from ponefling

fuperior parts, or feeling more attention to-

wards the guilt or innocence of a prifoner be-

fore them, took uncommon pains to get to the

bottom of every circumftance ; one of which,

was managed with fuch addrefs, that I cannot

forbear repeating it. In the fummer time, I

generally refided at a little cottage three miles

from the Fort, and when my fervant there,

informed me, while I was in London preparing

for my own tryal, that my rooms had been

broke open, 1 inftantly went down, and took

him with me to the Fort, and then faw that

my cheft had been forced alfo, but clofed up

again, for it had many marks of violence vifible

enough. Now in order to fliew that the Cap-

tain commandant had not broke open the chefl,

evidence was brought to prove that I came one

morning
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morning: at four o'clock alone into the Fort, and

fliut myfelf up in my own houfe for two hours,

and confequently robbed myfelf. I then posi-

tively allured the court that I was not there

either morning, noon, or night ; and that

if it could be proved I was, I would allow they

could not be too fevere upon me in their cen-

fures, obferving that the draw bridge was con-

stantly drawn up every night, that it required

eight men to lower it, and confequently fome

of them mult remember lowering it at fo early

an hour ; and my. palling at the fame time

clofe to two centinels. But this vilit of mine

was to be proved, by the only vifible profecutor

of me when I was tried, viz. his wife's and

his maid. This was one Enfign Agnus Mac-

donald, an Enlign who could neither read or

write, but who, got a pair of colours in Ameri-

ca, by the favor of Lord Townfhend. To prove

this early vifit of mine to my own houfe, his

fcotch fervant, a girl of very uncouth appear-

ance, was firft examined. Did you, faid the

Court, fee the Governor on a certain day come
into the garrifon ? yes ; what time of the day-

was it faid Colonel Derby ? a little after four

only ? How did you know the hour ? I looked

at the clock; and what did you then? I

went into my miftrefs's room, and faid

lord



( 252 )

lord Madam, the Governor is come into the

Fort ; aye, what o'clock is it ? a little afterfour.

—Colonel Darby then took his watch out of

his pocket, and bid the girl tell him what hour

it was by that ? but me feemed totally unac-

quainted with the machine. He then ordered

her to be taken down between two trujly men, to fee

the Horfe guard clock, a clock exactly fimilar

to that at which fhe had read the hourfo exaclly by

at Land Guard Fort ; but that too, was above

the capacity of a poor illiterate, ignorant,

wicked girl, who had perhaps never feen a

clock, till fhe arrived by thefea at Land Guard

Fort. Colonel Darby then afked her what

coloured coat 1 had on ? after a little paufe (for

that matter had not been previoufly fettled be-

tween the miftrefs and the maid) fhe replied

a red one. The next witnefs was her miftrefs

another Highland Lady, almoft as uncouth, and

full as well inftrucled as her maid. Being afked

whether fhe had feen the Governor on the

fame day her maid had fworn to ? yes fhe had

feen him, but not till eight o'clock, for faid fhe,

I have a young child which I fuckle myfelf, and

my maid brought it into theroomandfaid, Lord

madam, the Governor is come into the Fort

!

why what o'clock is it ? almoft eight ; what could

bring the Governor fo early into the Fort ?

and
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and after many ftircwd queftions put to this

good lady by Lord Walkworth, and Colonel

Darby, they afked her alfo what coloured coat

I had on ? this being a point notfettled between

Madam and her maid, fhe replied a green one

:

in fhort the prevarication of Macdonald, his

wife, and his fcotch maid were fuch, that the

audience groaned them, and the President told

him, that he was afhamed to afk a man who
had the King's commiflion in his pocket, whe-

ther he knew the nature of an oath, " but faid

" he, you prevaricate fo, that your conduct is

" fcandalous, I had almoft faid infamous'' yet

this obfervation is omitted in the minutes I

required, and received at the Judge advocates

office ! for notwithstanding what the Prelident,

General Parflow faid to Mackdonald, he feemed

far from being difpofed to favor me, either at

my own tryal, or on my profecution of the

Captain commandant ; and I verily believe he

wifhed to find matter fufficiently ftrong to

crufh me if poflible. I was an utter ftranger

to the General and fo was the Captain com-

mandant, and he could not have treated me
with fuch feverity while I flood a prifoner be-

fore him, and when my life, bread, and honor

was pending, if he had not been induced to be-

lieve by fomebody that I merited no favor

from
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from the Court. One inftance will fuffice, to

fhew his unguarded partiality to the Captain

commandant, and I could produce a dozen.

The Captain in order to ingratiate himfelf

in the neighbourhood, had given a ball on

a faturday night to the neighbouring ladies,

the Chapel, a confecrated one, was appoint-

ed for the dance ; the Communion table for

the punch and the negus ; and about four

o'clock on funday morning, the ball broke up,

but not before Sir John Barker and many of

the Gentlemen, were compleatly drunk. Doc-

tor Smyth the late worthy reclor of St. Giles's

and his wife, were witneffes on behalf of the

Captain commandant on this tryal, and after

the Reverend Doctor, then only a country Vi-

car, had given his teftimony, I had him to

crofs examine, and did fo, as follows.

Was you at the ball which the Captain com-

mandant gave at Land Guard Fort ? no : you

was at the Fort however during the ball was

you not ? yes—and your lady I think danced

there ? yes, where was the dance given ? in

the chapel ; did the Captain afk you whether

there was any harm by dancing in the chapel ?

he did j what was your reply ? I told him

there
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there was none ; here the numerous by ftanders

gave the Rev. Divine fome heavy groans. As

many of the members of this court never were

at Land Guard Fort, pray inform them what

kind of place the Chapel is?—It is a great

room,—has it not at one end a delk, a pulpit,

and Pews ? yes, and what is at the other end ?

why a great window—and what is under that

window ? a table—for what ufe ? to adminifter

the facrament from,—and is it not elevated

above the floor and railed off? it is,—and pray

where was the negus, punch, and wine put ?

I believe upon that table ; here another uni-

verfal groan took place ! ! but General Parflow

with a look of the greatejl complacency, obferved,

that wherever the ladies were aflembled for

dancing, there muft be refrefhments provided.

An obfervation however that did not pafs

without a more unanimous groan than any

which had been bellowed upon the Reverend

Divine, and I am very fure it muft at this hour,

if he reflects on his conduct at that ; caufe

fenfations of a very different completion in his

bofom. And I was well afiured that the fame

day that the Rev. Divine had given his evi-

dence, and had been crofs examined even till he

burft into tears, that Lord W—h faid when

he return'd to Northumberland houfe that

Parfon
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Parfon Smyth is the d—deft rafcal I ever met

with. | He however married a great man'*

coufin, and was made Rector of St. Giles's.

I mall conclude this narrative with a few ob-

fervations, for though, much foreign matter

from the wooden gun has already been intro-

duced, yet it all originated from that fource.

The libel profecution, cod me a thoufand

pounds, and the Horfe guards Tryal fome hun-

dreds, and at length, determined me either to

fell the government of Land Guard Fort, or

relign it, and difentangle myfelf from fools

and knaves ; which by the favor of that good

man the late Marquis of Rockingham, during

his fhort adminiftration I fortunately effected^

and got two thoufand four hundred pounds

for what I would have fold for the four hun-

dred pounds only, rather than have continued

in fuch a fervice, to be perfecuted and unpro-

tected in the evening of my days, after an ac-

tive life in different parts of the globe, where

I had ferved the King, to the beft of my poor

abilities. And now Madam, I think I hear you

fay, but how happened it that for fome years

f The doctor died lately at Bath, with an income of above fixteen

hundred pounds a year, and yet before he was earthed, his houfe at Nor-

wich was entered, his goods ilized by his creditors, and many of them

arc become gieat furfcrcrs.

before
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before Lord Orwell's death, he and you were

upon good, nay even upon vifiting terms !

!

To make the ftory compleat, I will tell you

;

you may remember that I was bound to

keep the peace for feven years, with all his

Majefty's liege fubjects, but juft at the conclu-

fion of thofe feven years, a decifion was made

againft my claim in the court of chancery ; and

in the houfe of lords afterwards confirmed, f

by which I was deprived of ten thoufand

pounds, I thought my property from the clear

opinions of Sir Dudley Rider, Lord Chief

Juftice Willes, Mr. Madocks, and in fliort moft

of the ableft lawyers in the kingdom (Lord

Mansfield excepted) for they tho't it as clearly

my property, as that the fun fhines at noon day;

fo that inftead of my receiving ten thoufand

pounds, I had fix hundred pounds to pay to

lawyers, a heavy blow, and which determined

me to leave my native country with a refolution

never to return to it. At this time I was in-

formed that Lord Orwell was preparing to go to

the fouth of France, the very Rout I alfb was

taking, I therefore wrote him a letter, and ob-

ferved that as ha was going fouthward for the

S benefit

f Earl Powlet moved to have the opinion of all the judges, but that

being over-ruled ! ! he took his hat, and with indignation in !

quitted the hcufe, anil O'.rur Lord? followed his example
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benefit of his health, and I the fame road for

the convenience of my purfe, I hoped we
mould meet there, and then fettle that little

matter which had been fo long pending between

us. To that letter you may conclude I received

no reply, but when I came to London, I met

in the park, the unfortunate Doclor Dodd,

who told me he had dined the day before with

my friend Lord Orwell; and I told him of the

letter I had written to his Lordfhipj I have

feen it faid he, and though I cannot juftify his

conducl towards you, I cannot help confider-

ing that letter cruel towards him ; I do not think

faid he, Lord Orwell will live fix months, and

you have hindered his fouthern expedition, he

will not go, left you mould follow him, ob-

serving at the fame time, that he, who often

attended fuch high crefted men in their fick-

nefs, or on their death beds, could better per-

ceive their real condition than I could, and

confequently was more difpofed to pity and

feel for them, for I muft obferve that Dodd
was as good and pleafant a tempered rafcal as

ever . lived, or as ever was hanged, and I left

the Doclor fully determined, though I did

not tell him fo, to write another kind of a let-

ter to Lord Orwell, and went to a coffee houfe

directly and did fo. The fubftance of which

was.*
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was, that though I had once afked him to for-

give me, when he had the rod of justice high

lifted over my head, he thought proper to

refufe that requeft; yet I felt myfelf thoroughly

difpofed to forget and forgive all that was paft,

wifhed him a good journey, and a perfect re-

eftablifhment of his health, adding, that per-

haps neither he or I had long to live, and that

I was willing to die in perfect forgivenefs of all

thofe who had injured me, and in hopes that

thofe whom I had injured would do fo like-

wife. Not dating my letter from any particu-

lar place, Lord Orwell was three days before

he could find my addrefs, and then he wrote

me a very handfome and proper letter, in which

he thanked me, for mine, and allured me both

as a Chriftian, and a gentleman, all his refent-

ment ceafed, and good will and wifhes fuc-

ceeded it. I met with him at Lyons on my
way out, and found him at Aix in Provence

on my return from Spain, and while he re-

fided at Bath, we fometimes vifited each other,

and now and then he fent me fome game; but

as he was a very rich man and had materially

injured my family, and was without any chil-

dren of his own, the candid reader will per-

haps think with me, that one, or all my chil-

dren fhould have found a place in his Will; he

S 2 was
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was the firft aggreflbr, and acknowledged him-

felf to be fo. That fatal quarrel to him and to»

me too, began juft as his fortune and honours

fell upon him, and from that time till his

death, he had but little peace of mind, or

bodily health ; probably the bottle was his con-

ftant refource, for he died a martyr to the

Gout,, and perhaps too, without a friend to

clofe his eyes. He was a man of a violent vin-

dictive temper, paflionately fond of money,

but far from being void of confeience or moral

rectitude. When Dodd was under fentence of

death, he defired me to prevail on his Lordfhip

to lign his petition to the King for pardon ; I

did apply, and Lord Orwell refufed my re-

queft, but with great propriety and fentiment,

I wifh faid he to oblige you, I wifh too, that

Dodd may be pardoned, but 1 cannot give it

under my hand, that I think him an object

worthy of it, becaufe I know tranfactions of

his, infinitely worfe than that on which he

itands convicted, but do not faid he tell him

fo; and as he certainly wiftied to oblige mc,

and to ferve the man, who though by mere

chance, was the caufe of our reconciliation, it

is but fair to conclude, he refufed my requeft

merely on the fcore of confeience. I fhall now
finifh this long Narrative with a copy of a let-

ter
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ter I wrote to Lord Orwell, at the earn eft re-

queft. of that good man, the late Lord Litch-

field, previous to my receiving the judgment

of the Court of King's Bench, a letter that all

his friends, and all mine agreed, he ought to

have rejoiced at receiving, and to have been

happy to have accepted; but paffion and re-

fentment prevails often over prudence and even

good fenfe, and though Lord Orwell did not

poffefs either in a high degree, he lived to fin-

cerely repent his refilling to comply with fo

reafonable a requeft, a requeft fo binding on

my part, and fo triumphant on his; yet that

letter made part of his Counfels Brief to ag-

gravate my guilt, when I received the judge-

ment of the Court of King's Bench,

But peace to his manes.

It is probable he obtained the Earldom and

took the title of Shipbrooke, merely to drop

the well known title of Lord Orwell, becaufe

that name was constantly connected with the

Wooden gun.

Copy
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Copy of a Letter to Lord Orwell, previous to my

receiving the Judgment of the Court of King's-

Bench.

My Lord,

" I fhould have taken this method of addref-

fing your Lordfhip much fooner, had I not

depended (I now find too much) on the pro-

mife of fome powerful friends,* to ufe their

utmoft endeavours to put an end to a diffe-

rence which I hope arofe from faults on both

fides, but which I am fenfible has far exceeded

the bounds of decency on mine.—Thofe who
are quick in anger are often led into indis-

cretions they become forry for, and I am
not afhamed to fay this is my cafe; and

therefore 1 flatter myfelf your Lordfhip will

confider the very great expence, and the painful

fufpence, of a profecution that has already coft

me more than double of my whole years in-

come, to be a fufHcient punifhment to me, and

a fufficient reafon to your Lordfhip not to carry

this matter any further. Your Lordfhip has a

manifeft advantage over me ; by waving which

you mull either forever lay me under an obliga-

tion to behave towards vou, as to one I muft

think

• Lord Bute had undertook for a while to flop Proceedings, and

did fo, for reafons hereafter to be mentioned.
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think myfelf obliged to in fo doing, or I mutt

for-ever lye under the imputation of acting

contrary to fenfe, decency, and gratitude, I

profefs too, my defire is, (exclufive of the con-

sequences of this profecution) to be laid under

that obligation ; and as it has been my cafe to

offend againft the laws of my country in gene-

ral, and againft your Lordfhip in particular ;

it may be yours to forget and forgive the lat-

ter, that I may appear in Court, with a

better grace, to receive the judgment due to

the former.

/ have the honour to b£ your

Lord/hip's moji obedient,

And hope to be your moft

Obliged humble Servant.

P. THICKNESSE.

Lord Halifax, Lord Litchfield, and indeed

all the friends to both parties agreed, that the

above letter was fufficient to bury in oblivion

even the greateft injuries ; Lord Orwell alone

thought otherwife, but lived to repent it,

and at length became thankful to accept that

forgivenefs from the writer, which he had fo

injudicioufly rejected when a profecutor. It

muft be obferved however that I erected a

printing-
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printing-office in my own houfe, and that my
prefs teemed withfquibs, crackers and inuendoes

innumerable, and that many of the very pro-

voking means I made ufe of to inflame and irri-

tate Lord Orwell, do not appear in this nar-

rative, a narrative I meant to have related as a

matter of mirth, and in another mode, but

the many ferious circumftances attending it, re-

ftrained that vein of pleafantry with which I

was difpofed to have given it, for alas ! what

do all the moll important things end in ? why
with a

Hie jacet Lord Orwell,

Hie jacet Philip Thicknefle.

Neverthelefs Madam, I will not conclude

this long winded ftory ferioufly, but finifh it

with a fong from my own pen and prefs, which

you may iing if you pleafe, To the tune of

" A Cobler there was &c"

THE
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THE WOODEN GUN,

A NEW SONG TO AN OLD TUNE.

I'LL fing you a fong of a right noble peer,

Whofe manhood of late, has been queftion'd we hear,

But left this affertion fome people may doubt,

I'll tell you good folks how it all came about.

DERRY DOWN, &Ct

When discord was raging in £. Orwell's Corps,

And nothing but blood sir, wou'd honour reftore,

Dame fortune o' cruel ! was pleas'd to declare,

His L——p fhou'd alfo come in for a fhare.

A challenge in form, he receiv'd the next day,

The heart of a COWARD, his face will betray,

Had you feen but his looks, which difcover'd his fears,

You'd have fworn it was GarricJ?
?
when banco appears.

For
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For learned hiftorians have joyntly agreed,

His L p is fprung from the true V n breed,

Aud like a good christian, thinks fighting a fin,

For what the world talks of he cares not a pin.

Now fatyr who neither regards rich, or poor,

Began to let fly at the peer, all his (lore,

Not many days after, to heighten the fun,

His L p receiv'd (as a prefent) a GUN.

This gun made of brass, steel, or iron, was not,

Nor ever had fwallow'd ball, powder, or fhot.

But harmlefs and fimple, a mere country elf

All wood, neatly varnifh'd and gilt like himfelf.

Emag'd and confounded, the donor fufpe£ting,

And thinking this gun on his honour reflecting,

To Council he haftens, lays open the cafe,

And aflcs if an action here, may not take place ?

The grave man of Law foon pronounc'd
'

Eft probation,

I'll prove right or wrong it is scandal magnatum,

For Lawyers you know, never let flip good prizes,

So the Gun's to be tried at next BURT AJfizes.

His L p's the firfi:, I may venture to fay,

Who on oath has had Courage, his fears to betray.

And while to his fhame, there is light in the sun,

He'll be the town fport—aye. as hire as a GUN.
DERRY DOWN, &f
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As the interpofition of Lord Bute, to put a

flop to Lord Orwell's proceedings, has been

hinted at above, it feems neceflary to mention

the caufe, efpecially as it is faid his Lordfliip

has lately received a gratuity from the Lord

know iv/jo ; for the Lord knows what. Soon af-

ter Lady Mary Wortley Montague's letters

were publifh'd, Mrs. Forrefter, the widow of

the late Colonel Forrefter, a woman of fupe-

rior underftanding, and pofleffing a much
better heart, having determined to fpend the

remainder of her days at Rome, put into my
poffeffion, letters and pieces of poetry of Lady

Mary's correfpondence with her for more than

twenty years, and gave me a difcretional power

to publilh fuch of them which I thought proper.

Thofe letters were not, like the Conftantino-

ple correfpondence, intended for the eye of

the public, and therefore I confidered them,

and fo did my bookfeller too, a very valuable

acquifition, and I proceeded to print off the

firft thoufand meets ; but upon giving them a

fecond and more attentive reading, it appear-

ed to me that many parts thereof might prove

painful to Lord Bute or fome part of his fami-

ly. Lady Mary had in many places been un-

commonly fevere upon her hufband, for all

her
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her letters were loaded with a fcrap or two of

poetry, at him, * I therefore wrote to Lord

Bute, and told him that fuch papers were in my
poffeffion, and that the firft thoufand meets

had been printed off, but that upon more ma-

ture confideration, I thought it prudent not to

proceed in a matter of fo much delicacy, with-

out previoufly acquainting his Lordfhip
;
yet

at the fame time, I cautioufly avoided letting

him know, whether her I.adyfhip's correfpon-

dence was with a male or afemale friend. Upon
the receipt of my letter, his Lordfhip employ-

ed the late Sir Harry Erfkine to ufe all his per-

fuqfive arts to prevail upon me to fold the let-

ters up, to wait upon Lord Bute, and then {hew-

ing me the abject attitude, of upliftedJhoulders,

and a downcajl head, how he would, were he in

my place, prefent the original letters to Lord

Bute, for he affured me Lord Bute never omit-

ted to ferve eflentially thofe who obliged or

gratified him, of which truth faid he, I am
a living example. Upon my obferving that

my Friend had not given me power to beftow

upon any one the original letters, Sir Harry's

moulders again gave a hint of what he would do,

though

and fcarcc a dreaming head,"

•* " Juil left my bed a Ufelefs trunk,
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though he would not he faid pretend to dictate

to a man of myfenfe; for what has honor, truth

or juftice to do, when a Prime Minifter is to

be gratified? Notwithstanding Sir Harry's can-

dour and friendly advice, I would not let him

catch that which he was fifhing for, namely,

whether Lady Mary's correfpondent, was a

male or a female, for that was a matter I be-

lieve of great importance to be known. Hav-

ing received no letter from Lord Bute, I did

not depend much upon Lord Harry, and I afked

him how Lord Bute came to turn me over to

him? why faid he his Lordfhip writes to no-

body, but he fuppofed we foldiers all knew one

another, and fo it proved, for my Regiment

had the honor you know of being under your

command at Land Guard Fort. In fhort it was

Sir Harry's way, as he affured me, to be quite

candid and open, fo he preffed me to drink

a glafs of Champaigne, tho' it was neither

after dinner nor after fupper, for he was kind

enough to difpofe me to be as open as himfelf.

I then obferved that though it was true that

we foldiers knew one another, yet that the

great ones did not know what the little ones

often fuffered, that I had been profecuted, and

perfecuted too, for want of a proper fupport,

in doing my military duty with propriety as a

foldier,
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foldier, and with decency as a fubject; and

then I told Sir Harry my fituation with Lord

Orwell, and a Lord of trade alfo, and wilhed

Lord Bute's interpofition relative to putting an

end to that expenfive bufinefs. Lord Orwell

and Lord M—d too, were /poke to, and my re-

ceiving the judgment of the court of King's

Bench was, fome how or other, poftponed to fee

what could be done, for another term or two,

but which only added to my expences; during

which time Sir Harry often vifited me, and I

him, and in one, (for I have many,^ of my
unguarded minutes, I happened to read to him

part of a letter I had juft received from Mrs.

Forrefter, for he was always fifliing for the

name, or fex of my correfpondent. Upon
reading part of her letter he obferved, that

my friend muft have made fome figure in the

republic of letters himfelf, for he did not fuf-

pect, either by the ftyle or fubject, that it was

a female friend, but afking me where my friend

was, at a time that my head was where it

lhould not have been in fuch company, I re-

plied at Voree upon a vifit to Monfieur Helve-

this, I inftantly perceived I had_/?w/ my fools bolt,

and that the neecociation was at an end. Sir

Harry then wrote to know what Englifh gen-

tleman, of erudition, was upon a vifit at Voree,

his
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his anfwer was no one, for the Lady was over-

looked; confequently I had faid the thing that

is not. Sir Harry then renewed his vifits to

me, and obferved, that even Lady Mary's

hand writing was a curiofity, and his curiofity

led him to afk to fee a fpecimen of it, I had

fufpe&ed that would be the cafe, and had put

feveral notes into my pocket book for the pur-

pofe, being fuch as no one could tell whether

they were to a male or female correfpondent.

Sir Harry was then fure I had fome of the

Ladv's letters and that convinced him I mio:ht

have more; fo another exprefs was fent, to

make further enquiries at Voree, and then, it

was found, that Mrs. Forrefter a Scots woman,

and a Scotfma?i's widow too, had been there upon

a vifit, and was juft gone from thence to Rome,

but as {he had left an unmarried daughter be-

hind her in London, Sir Harry judged his vi-

fits to that young Lady, might prove not only

more efficacious, but certainly more agreeable,

as fhe was a very accomplifhed fenfible young

woman. Sir Harry therefore wifely dropt me,

I had the honor of being placed in my winter

quarters in St. George'*s Fields, where foon after

Mifs Forrefter vifited me, and informed me at

that vifit, that if any advantages were to arife

from Lady Mary's letters, (the property of

her
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her mother) fhe, not me, was certainly beft

entitled to it ; and at length told me, that if I

would return the letters to her, flie could ob-

tain a penfion. Efteeming her and knowing

that while her mother lived her fortune was

but fmall, I thought it juftice fo to do, and

fhe accordingly obtained the penfion, which

{he now enjoys, and I the expence of printing

off a thoufand copies of what was never pub-

lished. I then wrote a fecond letter to Lord

Bute, told his Lordfhip the candid manner in

which I had acted in that bulihefs, and obferved

that as by my gentlefentence, I was to pay a fine

of one hundred pounds to the King. I en-

treated his lordfhip (he was then, I think the

Minister) to procure a remiffion of that fine,

as I thought I had fuffered enough on both the

noble Lords account; but in mony matters, I

muft repeat it, I have hitherto been unfortu-

nate, though I am in daily expectation of a

packet of bank notes being foifted upon me,

by the Lord knows who, efpecially as it is now
I find to be the ton to act in that clandeftine

manner. I often perceived with what con-

tempt Lord Harry held me when he found I

made any fcruple to murk up my moulders,

and beftow on Lord Bute, that which I could

not with propriety beftow; for what fignifies

propriety
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propriety when it is to oblige or ferve a minif-

ter of ftate, or a King's Friend? Let a man
who will not do that ftarve in a corner, he de-

ferves no better condition in this life, and ought

to be d—d for a fool in the next, and thus

ends the ftory of the Wooden Gun, and the

Golden Lords. I know how to value good

men, who by rank
5
and great fortune, are

placed high on earth, but I know too, thank

God, how to look down with indignant con-

tempt on thofe who act, otherwife, upon Score

of, I Dare.

ANECDOTES
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ANECDOTES

GEORGE TOUCHET, BARON AUDLEY, AND PHILIP HIS-

BROTHER.

IT was my determination, when I began to

write thefe memoirs, to have left unnoticed,

and to their own courts of corfcience, two wretch-

ed and undutiful fons, the eldeft, fliamefully

negligent of his duty to a father who moft af-

fectionately loved him, the younger, infamoufly

abandoned and wicked; but the poft boy hav-

ing juft left a letter with me, addreffed to Phi-

lip Thickneffe, and the word junior being obli-

terated by the red poft mark, denouncing it

free, Audley, I opened it by miftake; and

found
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found in it the following poftfcript.

—

So, ws

are to have the memoirs of a certain gentleman er'c

long, in which I make no doubt, you and I are to

have ourJharc of abufe ; but ive have this fatisfac-

tion, that neither you nor I care." As it is then,

a matter of indifference to the two young gentle-

men, I will honeftly own, it is a matter of great

importance to me, and to my affectionate bro-

ther and fitter, that I publickly acquit myfelf

of the imputation of having merited neglect

from the former, or having attempted to de-

fraud the latter ; a crime which the wicked in-

famous and abandoned wretch, has flatly char-

ged me with ! If I were to name the greateft

crime a fon could commit againft a father, I

mould not fay it would be to auaflinate, and

murder him, bccaufe in that cafe, the parent

would be foon out of his pain, but that it

would be the fon who accufes an innocent pa-

rent with a crime of a deeper dye, than even

forgery, murther, or afTaffination
;
yet fuch a

crime has Mr. Philip Touchet, the brother to

the Right Honorable Baron Audley, been guilty

of. Charges of fo black a nature coming from

a fon againft a father, cancels all relationship

for ever, and even Lord Audley 's neglect of a

father who fmcerely loved him, is almoft obli-

terated by the villainy of his brother's conduct.

T 2 With
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With refpect to the former, therefore I fhali

only acquit myfelf, by mewing that he thought

of no want of paternal affe&ion on my fide, as

the following letter of his to me, will evince,

written when he was an Enfign with three and

fixpence a day at Gibraltar, and I a wandering

exile at Barcelona ; becaufe from the receipt of

that letter, till he had been a peer, with an

ample fortune two or three years, I neither

faw or heard one word from him, though 1

frequently folicited that honour by many affec-

tionate letters !

Dear Pappa.

I cannot exprefs the happinefs and fatisfac-

tion your letter gave me, after fo long a fi-

lence ; the laft I received from you was dated

the 19th of February, I anfwer'd that and

wrote again in about eight weeks after, and

not hearing from you, wrote to Lord Bate-

man, defiring him to let me know where you

were, in his anfwer he faid you were gone

abroad, but to what part of the world he knew

not, fo that I have been ever fince expecting to

hear from you from fome part of France. My
iurprife was great indeed when I faw your let-

ter dated from Barcelona, I all along imagined

you were gone to the fouth of France, as I

have
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have heard you and my dear mother fpeak of

it as a country you prefer'd to any other, it is

with grief and horror I reflect on the late cir-

cumftance that muft for ever make you diilike

that you have left, I wifh much to fee your two

letters to that infernal rafcal * * * * who I and

all my family fhall ever have reafon to curfe.

I faw a letter in the C—$ figned y—s, which

if he had any feeling, muft have made him

fhudder at his villainy, but I'm afraid he is as

great a ftranger to feeling, as he is to ju/iice,

and then nothing can affect him. How happy

would it make me, if I could by fea, or land,

come to fee you at Barcelona, but it is utterly

impoflible, as the Hanoverians, who are to re-

lieve us, are expected here daily, they are to

relieve three regiments, ours is one, fo that in all

probability we fhall be in England fome time

in December. If Sir Thomas Gaifcoine comes

here before we embark, I will fhew him every

attention in my power, and will write to you

on his arrival, but if the tranfports come be-

fore, will write immediately on their arrival

in the bay, I'm afraid we fhall have a terrible

voyage, as we fhall be in the channel in the

very depth of winter, however, as I am never

fea Tick, I don't much mind it. How very un-

lucky it has turn'd out, that on your arrival

in
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in Spain, I fhould be juft quitting it, had you

come to Barcelona three months ago, I could

have come up with the greateft eafe. I am
happy to hear my mother is well after travel-

ling fo long a journey, pray allure her of my
tendered love and affection, I fhall ever be

bound to love her for her many kindneffes to

ttte, exclufive of her unparallelled love for my
dear father. I long much to fee poor Charlotte

and Ann, my love to them both, pray where

is Phil, and Ralph, do let me know in your

next letter, that I may know where to find

them in England, you remember I ufed to be

troubled in England with a difficulty of breath-

ing, it is now grown fo bad that I cannot lie

down in my bed, fometimes for three nights,

but am obliged to take the little fleep I can get

in a great chair ; indeed I have been fo bad

with it and the want of fleep together, that I

have wifhed myfelf dead above a hundred

times fince I came to this place. Lord Bate-

man in his letter to me feemed very much

hurt that you never went to fee him be-

fore you came away, he fpeaks of you with

great regard and I am fure loves you much.

I write to him by this pott, and fhall let

him know you are well. He fays he fent

after you in London feveral times, I receive

two
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two letters a year from Lord Caftlehaven with

draughts for thirty pounds in each, which ena-

bles me to do very well, your letter has been

thirteen days coming here, but I imagine it was

longer on account of the roads being fo bad af-

ter the rains, do pray let me hear from you by

the return of the poft, as I may then pofhbly re-

ceive it before we embark for England, I have

only one officer under me in the Regiment in

two years, a very flow beginning, but I hope to

have three or four fteps when we get to Eng-

land, the firft leave of abfence I get in England

I will be with you, whether in Spain or France.

I have nothing more to fay but to aifure you

of my tendereft affection, and that I ihall ever

remain

Tour duiyful Son,

GEORGE TH1CKNESSE.
GIBRALTAR,

ThurfJay, 15th November, I 775.

Now may I not afk, whether it is poflible for

a fon, to write a more affectionate letter to an

unfortunate father, (who was driven out of his

native land from misfortunes not hisfaults) than

the above, or whether it is probable, I could

have doneany thing towards a lordlyfon, to merit

fuch filent contempt, after he became a peer?

but
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but it feemed as if he was fo addled with his

own uncommon elevation, that he chofe to

triumph in it, over his father's no lefs Angu-

lar depreflions ; or why elfe did he not, as he

would vifit, me, efpecially as I was for a full

year, at no greater diftance from him than

Calais ? I have feen a foolifh book as large as

a church bible on the influence of climate *

upon mankind, but I could wifli to fee one

from a good pen, on the influence of unex-

pected honours and riches
;

yet after all this

mifconducl:, when he had involved himfelf in

fuch difficulties that he could not, as he de-

clared to me, fhew his face in London before

his creditors, I received again to my breaft, the

prodigal fori, and gave him a thoufand pounds,

which I now repent, as I may live to want the

intereft of it, fhould he die before me, but

enough ; or I could add much more; but I

leave him to thofe horrid reflections which ao;eo
cannot fail to imbitter his latter days with,

when I am forever beyond the reach of feeling

his mifdoings. I am forry to add too, that he

is the only one, among many learned, ingeni-

ous, and virtuous men, bred at St. Paul's

fchoo! under my brother, and his uncle, who
do,

• By Dr. Falconer of Bath,



( 28.1 )

do not honor, love, and refpect. him. " How
" does that good man my mqjler andfriendyour bro-

" ther do, /aid Mr. Francis to me, jufi before he

" went to India? adding, does he want any

" thing ? for 1 could enjoy nothing I have if

" he does ;" yet this brother fo loved and re-

fpected by all his fcholars, and who for eight

years, had been as kind as an uncle, and mailer

as he could be to a nephew and a fcholar ; has

found it necefiary to tell this young nobleman,

that if he did not quit the name of Thickneflfe,

and take another name to tack to that of Aud-

ley, he would change his, and I will venture to

fay, that thofe who know my brother, will

agree, that fuch a recommendationfrom him, con-

veyed more contempt in thofe few words, than I

could fay were I to fill a ream of paper upon the

fubject. I muit however render him juftice in

this point, he took the hint, dropped the name

of ThicknefTe, and took that of Touchet, and I

am happy to know that it is a name no longer

connected with mine ; but George Touchet,

Baron Audley, two words, which have flood in

the roll of infamy, from the reign of Charles

the fecond unto this day. As every young

Lord you can make a genteel bow, give a frank,

and put on a forced fmile upon an occafion,

muft have the preference to an old and obfeure

parent
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parent in all polite circles, there is no doubt but

that with fuch people the oldfellow muft be the

aggrefibr, I am therefore urged to infert a letter

I received from a clergyman of Odiham, in

Hampfhire, whom I never faw, but whofe

character is as refpectable as any clergyman, of

any rank, in Britain, to fhew that the old, nor

the young, have efcapecHhe keeneft mil"cry from

this accomplijhed young nobleman.

Hot-Wells, Bri/lol, Aug. 12, 1780.

SIR,

I have juft received your letter, which by

its date, has lain fome time at Odiham, or I

mould have anfwered it fooner ; I have been

at this place for three weeks, in hopes, vain

hopes, of eftabliftiing my poor girl's health,

which Lord Audley's treacherous conduct has

too violently affected, it muft touch even his

heart, was he to perceive the diftrefs and un-

happynefs he has brought on one of the beft

girl's, and on one of the happieft family's in the

world—But the fubject is too tender for me
to enlarge upon—I can only lament with you

the caufe of both our diftrefles ; 'tis Chocking

to lofe a favorite child, even though lb much

innocence and goodnefs muft be rewarded.

—

You
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You Sir I fear are too fenfible what it is to be

the father of fuch a fon as Lord Audley.

/ am Sir, &c.

GEORGE WATKINS.*

Upon receipt of the above letter, I went over

to Briftol to congratulate the young lady upon

her efcape from fuch an hufband, but alas ! the

matter of the ceremonies congratulated me, that

I was too late to fee youth, beauty and inno-

cence Unking into the grave, me had that morn-

ing left Briftol to return to her affectionate

father's home, and from thence to heaven.

Mr. Watkins, 1 hope and believe, will excufe

my inferting this letter, he will not take a bow
frown.

* Till I received this letter from the father of a beautiful and virtu-

ous young lady, to whom L. A. had told me he was engaged to marry,

and who fhewed me a fine pair of buckles he had bought to prefent to

her, I had fbme hopes of reclaiming a young man, naturally of a good

temper, who from fuch a fudden elevation might be allowed a little

worldly intoxication, but when fuch refpedtable characters as Mr. Watkins

i.nd his whole family had been fo deeply wounded, I gave all over as a

loflcafe. I will not aggravate this ftory by faying for what particular

reafon Lord A. conceafd limjelf at Mr. Watkin's houfe, where that

unfortunate connection was formed, and fo fhamefully violated, it is

enough that he knows it, nor mould I have related the above but to

mew, lhat I am not bfrngle ewnplaimant.
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frown, nor alk a frank of Lord Audley. And
now for the young gentleman his brother Phi-

lip Touchet, for he too mall wear the true

Audlean name, not mine, Philip Touchet then,

having been left all the perfonal fortune of the

late Earl of Caftlehaven, Baron Audley, in cafe

he arrived to the age of twenty one years, but

to go to Lord Audley, his brother, if he died

under age, was fo offended with his Brother's

conduit to me, and to himfelf ; that at the

age of nineteen or twenty, he went before Mr.

Wright, the Mayor of Bath, and made an affi-

davit that he never would vifit or even fpeak

to Lord Audley during his life, and charged

him in the faid affidavit with fetting him upon

a run away horfe, before he was of age, a horfe

whom even his groom could not ride, though

he knew him to be a very indifferent horfe-

man ; when this young gentleman came of age,

he received about five thoufand pounds, a

moiety of his uncle the Earl's legacy, and then

made me a prefent of one hundred pounds,

and I believe prefented and idled away many

hundreds more within the firft year ; and in

a few more years, when all was nearly fpent,

he plumed himfelf with a wife, a prettyifh Bath

milliner girl, of the name of Peacock, and fome

people fay me has the worft of the bargain, but

1 mull
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I mull do Kim the juftice to own, that till ail

his love was beftowed upon her, he had given

me many proofs of his affection and duty, and

among others, a note of hand in the following

words ; to make ufe of when be married^ by

way of enabling me to marry off one of his

fitters.

" I promife to pay to my Father Philip

<fr Thicknefle, Efq. or order, on demand, for

" value received, Five Hundred Guineas, as

" witnefs my hand this third day of January,

" one thoufand feven hundred and eighty

" two. *

PHILIP THICKNESSE, Junior."

At the time he gave me the above note, he

had determined to marry a young lady of large

fortune f then refident at Bath, and had given

her foot boy a crown to deliver that lady a

letterfecretfy, wherein he let her know bis deter-

mination ; the letter was accordingly delivered,

but theJlrange infatuated girl wasfo weak as to

reject

* At that time I had not conceived even the idea of felling the Her-

mitage or going abroad, it was a fudden refolution upon Efq. Hooper's

telling me he would let the land all round my houfe to a parcel of Beg-

gars on purpofe to perplex me.

f Mifs Scr r.
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reject the propofal with civil contempt, and

he was foon after honoured with the hand of

Mils Polly Peacock, whofe father and brothers

are eminent menders and makers of fhoes, in

the city of Bath, whofe mother is an upper fer-

<vant to a reputable Pawnbroker, and whofe

fitters are very induftrious in the millinery

way, for farmers wives and the lower clafs of

country wenches. Three months after this note

of hand for value received, had been given me,

I determined to go abroad, and by way of fe-

curing fomething to my fon for the prefent, as

the other half of the Earl his uncle's legacy de-

pended upon contingences, I fold Mr. Philip

Touchet, the Hermitage, my prefent refidence,

and afked him only five hundred pounds for it,

though it had cofl me much more ; to that

price he generoufly objected, and infilled upon

giving me fix hundred, and paid me that mm
on the very day the writings were executed,

by a draft on MefTrs. Hoare. Upon my return

from Brufiells, finding that he had done every

thing that could be done, to render a very-

pretty fpot as outre as money and incapacity

could render it, I re-purchafed it of him, and

fecured to him an annuity for ever of thirty

five pounds a year, equal to near double the

money he had paid me ; but foon after, hear-
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ing that he was about to enter into trade with

his indujhious wife's relations, and knowing on

whom that filly bufinefs would fall, if the Co-

partners failed in Trade, I defired Mr. Lucas, of

York-houfe, to tell the young man, /'. e. young

Mr. Touchet, that he muft pay me the five

hundred guineas on his note, but that he

mould have the Interest during my Life,

and the Principal at my Death ; and this I

did to fecure that fum from beingfunk in Trade.

When Mr. Lucas made the demand, though he

had feen the note, he mentioned it by miftake

as for five hundred pounds, not guineas, Mr.

Touchet affected much furprife, and replied,

if my father has fuch a note of mine, it muft

be a forgery ! Such a reply could not but fur-

prife Mr. Lucas alfo ; he then obferved, that

he had read the note, and though he was not

fufficiently acquainted with his hand to fay it

was of his writing, he knew mine well enough

to enable him to fay it was not of mine, du-

ring this want of memory in young Mr. Touchet,

and aftomfhmcnt of Mr. Lucas j he afked the

young man whether any note of hand had paf-

fed between us relative to the purchafe of the

Hermitage ? and then, and not till then, the

young gentleman recollected that he had given

me that note for the payment of it, but had

forgot
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forgot to take it up,* and immediately retired

and wrote the following letter to Mr. Goodallj

a very honeft man, my Attorney, of Bath.

SI R,

I muft beg again to trouble you to go up to

the Hermitage, in confequence of a note I re-

ceived from Mr. Lucas ; the caufe why my fa-

ther has made all this confufion and difturbance

with me, is I find in confequence of his having

in his poffeffion a note of hand on me for five

hundredpounds dated fome time in January 1782,

which it feems is on demand for value received,

this note I now recollect was for the purchafe of

the Hermitage foon after I came of age, he ajked

Jive hundred,and I gave himfix hundred pounds,

one more than he acknowledges he demanded,

but never having the leaft idea that my father

would have been led to have made his advan-

tage upon a fon nfecond ti?ne, for what had been

more than paid, I from not harbouring fuch

an ungenerous fufpicion of a father, never

thought of taking the note up when I paid him

the five hundred pounds and gave him a hun-

dred pounds more too it as a free gift ; but

fince

* Near five years want of memory, an J the note for neither the fum

afked, nor the fum offered !
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fince I find that it is the cafe that though he lias

this note againft me, all that I fliall now fay is

that if he thinks by this double dealing to make

me comply with his unauthorifed commands,

namely, that unlefs I will quit Bath he will put

it in force againft me, I repeat it again that I

will not, and that he may reft afiiired, that if

he demands nfecond payment of the fame note,

I am determined to ftand the trial, for I have got

fufficient acknowledgment under his own hands

to confute him, nay I will even defy him to de-

mand it as 2.juji debt-, and now fir once for all

I beg you will inform my father that I will con-

fent to relinquifh the trumpery, eleven fhillings

a year which he has made fo much work about,

on the following conditions being complied

with on his part, I would not have made them

but, that I have had now a fufficient proof that

there is no truftins; even him ; what can I fay

or think of a father who has fecreted for near

five years a note of hand againft a fon, after

that note had been truly difcharged, only for

to make ufe of it a fecond time againft me I

leave you to judge. I will relinquifh the eleven

fhillings on the condition that my father will

give me a fecurity under his hand, that he will

riot on any pretence whatfoever in future dif-

U Jpute
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pute the due payment of my rent, but that it

fhall be regularly performed every quarter

without any further deduction fave the eleven

{hillings, and that he will deliver me up the

note of hand ; the latter he very well knows

he cannot in juflice detain, for he will pleafe

to recollect that he was very careful to make

me return his note of hand for one hundred

pounds that I lent him for a diftrefTcd gentle-

man, on thefe conditions I will perform that

which he defires, I will namely give up all my
claim to the eleven millings, but as to my leav-

ing Bath I plainly will not, I fhould be glad to

know whether he thinks that becaufe he is my
father that he has a right to reign in an arbi-

trary manner over me, or that I am obliged to

obey him, if he does I can plainly tell him I fhall

not obferve his unauthorifed commands. In

fhort I repeat it once more, that if he does not

chufe to come into the above terms he is very

welcome to proceed with me as he thinks lit

and I will ftand it in the face of the public, and

then I hope it will be clearly known who has

been the aggreilbr, as this is all that I can pro-

pofe that is juft and equitable, or I will leave

mv
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my father to ufe his own pleafure, and I fhafl

follow mine.

/ am Sir,

Your moji obedient Servant,

PHIL. THICKNESSE, Junior.

THURSDAY MORNING,
July 27, 1786.

Before I proceed further, I muft here obferve,

that he not only forgot the note, but he forgot

alfo, the fum it was for, a fum which was nei-

ther afked, nor paid for the purchafe, for he fays

to Mr. Goodall, my father afked five hundred

pounds, and I gave him fix, how then could

the note be for the payment of the Hermi-

tage ? but having committed this wicked and

infamous deed, he was bound to abide by it.

The firft flep he then took, after he knew I had

made an affidavit, and that there were then two

other perfons living, to refute his aflertions

upon oath alfo ; he quitted the Eftablifhed

church, and enlifted himfelf to a feci: of people,

called I think, Independents, anions whom
he found a fubtle man, who had been edu-

cated at the Bar, but finding that praclice would

U 2 not
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not do, betook himfelf to Independency, and

this confckntions changling was promoted to the

honor of being a committee man among the

Independents of his new mode of faith, and

found a difcarded lawyer, converted to hold

forth the laws of God, ready enough to aflift

him, and who more than once attempted to

bully me, to deliver up the note, though I re-

peatedly offered to cancel it, if he would fwear

to the truth of his letter to Mr. Goodall \ nay,

to give it to Mr. Goodall for that purpofe, if he

would attend him and his new pastor, to the

altar of his Independent meeting houfe, and

at that altar, and in their prefence only, folemn-

ly declare before them in the name of God,

that the note was given for the purpofe he had

declared in his wicked and infamous letter.

His law friend, was then forced to find out the

following feeble apology for his declining it,

viz. that doing fo, after knowing that his

father had fworn the contrary, would be inde-

licate ! Could any thing fuch a wretch could

lay or fwear at the Altar of Independence be

indelicate, after fo exofs a letter to Mr.

Goodall ? even if the note had been given for

the purpofe he faid it was, confidering I could

no ways be interefted therein, it was highly

criminal ; for why did he notfirfl apply to mc
and
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and point out my wicked conduct privately before

he expofed mefor committing fo infamous a deed?

but to give one fpecimen out of many I could

produce of this young man's delicacy, Ifhallpre-

fent my reader with the copy of an anonymous

letter this delicate wretch, wrote to me in his

own plain hand writing, a letter which even

baffled his Priejily Father and Lawyer- *

NOV. the 6th. tjU.

SIR,

* Low life abufe and falfehood is too con-

temptible to be offended at, and I mould

have fuppofed it had equally have been beneath

the dignity of a man of underflanding and a

gentleman, but I find it is not, I fhall there-

fore only obferve, that you would do much
better to fend your younger fon to fea, than

to abufe his as well as your benefactor, though

God forbid that he fhould undergo the hard-

fliips and ill treatment that I his brother have

experienced from the age of eight years to

twenty £x, through the means of an unnatural

Father."

And

* The minute his fTobU Erotiic; heard of this miiunderftanding,

resolutions, and oaths were laid allele, and a friendly correfpondence

has fubfifted ever lino.! between the Hvo Brother!-.
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And yet this fon, who had been fo cruelly

treated by an unnatural Father, from his infan-

cy, up to manhood; no fooner became of age,

than he prefented his unnatural Father with an

hundred pounds, always addrefled his letters

*' Dear and Honoured Sir,'* gave him a hun-

dred pounds more for the Hermitage than was

alked! and at the full age of man, and totally

independent of that unnatural Father with

whom he by choice lived, gave him a note

of hand for live hundred guineas, and for va-

lue received too, three months before the date

of the writings! not as a free gift, but for the

payment of and in full, for value received, for an

Eftate not conveyed, nor even mentioned in

the note! If any perfon wifhes to fee what an

ingenious Independent Lawyer, and his young

committee man, have faid on this fubjecl,

when I called upon them in the Bath Chroni-

cles and Journals to defend themfelves, they

may find a long correfpondence between an un-

natural Father, and a dutiful fon, in thofe pa-

pers.* A Letter to Cruttwell, the Printer of

the

* No (boner was this tranfaclion known to the Noble Lord Dudley,

hut he immediately commmced a ccirefpondenceand afterwards vifited

his dear bi other at Eath, though there had been a total reparation for

above five years, the young gentleman who was fo delicate about con-

tradicting his father upon oath, had nc objection to break his own, when

it



( m )

the Batli Chronicle, from Mr. Philip Touchet,

Lord Audley's Brother, now lies before me,

in

it was to lead to a reconciliation with his dear brother who, laid he had

mounted him upon a run-a-way horfe at one time, and who had nearly

buried him alive in a (tone quarry at another before be -was of age. I

fprgot too to obferve that Enfign Thicknefle when at Gibraltar, ad-

drelled me as his Lear Papa, but when he became a Lord and had

jockeyed me out of a thoufand pounds, I was kept at a proper didance

by " Honoured Sir" and hisdear mother was become '-Mrs. ThicknelTe,"

and that too when he wrote a lhameful excufe for not paying me the

intereft of the thoufand pounds I gave him. Several wife and friendly

men of rank and probity, have advifed me not to publifii the conduct

of thefe tifo Brothers: becaufe they are my ions, they ivere fo; but

their fhameful conduct has canceled all thoie ties which are fo binding,

between Parents and Children, and (hall I not defend myfelf when

charged by a fon with a crime even worfe than forgery ? becaufe not

done at the rifque of my life, and is not Lord Audley as criminal in

giving countenance to a Brother, whom before he had no connection

with, the minute he heard of his conduct to me? Before I publifhed

the queries to this young NolUman, I fent them to him for his fericus

confideration, and gave him a fortnights time, but he immediately re-

turned them to me at the expence of aJhilllng for their pofage! and even

his fervants wrote me infolent anonymous letters, nor would he pay

me the intereft of the thoufand pounds, till I had been at his door in

Pall Mall, and fent him in a piftol to (hoot rather than liarve his Fa-

ther, and yet Palmer of the Poft Office, was the go between, previous

to the !ha:n reconciliation on his Lordfdp's part, declared to me that

Lord Audley promifed to evince his fmcere contrition, by fettling two

hundred pounds a year upon me, and yet even after I had given him

the thcuftnd pounds, it was with the mofl marked Reluctance, that he

figned the necefLry Security which Mr. Madocks thought he fhould

ligu. Now fhould this NJule. Lord die before me, an event, confideriug

his wretched date of body, and mind, by no means improbable, I lo!e

fifty pounds a year; and I at prefent pofiefs anothei fifty, which hangs

upon a tenderer thread, if therefore thefe two events happen, I may

live tp want; fhould not Lord Audley therefore have infurcd his life

againft mine, for I could not have wanted this intereft, had I not fo

v. : at ly
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in which that ingenious young man, fays, If /

will leave a note with the Printer under my own

hand writing, and therein pledge my honor that f

will believe what he/wears , and that I will neiiher

/peak of it, nor print any thing about it afterwards,

he will then fwear that the note of hand was

given for the payment of the Hermitage. Pro-

vided I acknowledge at the fame time, and in

the fame paper, that he was only eighteen when

he made an oath never to fpeak more to his

Brother, and that the oath was made with my
confent. This needs no comment, but I ac-

knowledge that I did approve of his never

fpeaking to or vihting his Brother, for the rea-

fons, (whether true or falfe, I know not) he

had

weakly given away the principal, but Lord Audley may truly fay, have

f not fettled an hundred pounds a year on Airs. Thicknefle after my
Father's death? He has'fo; it was what I compelled him to do, when

i found he vvasfilent about the two hundred pounds a year promifed to

be fettled upon me, but it is a grant of fo Httle value, that it is at his

fervice for two years purchafe. Previous to the thoufand pounds being

given to him, this affcStionate Lord fat in my Lap, curl'd my hair, and

told me he had been fo unhappy that he thought he mould have pifoled

himfelf, but now faid he, I fhall recover my health and fpiiits. If there-

fore I have not acted the part of an unnatural Father, remember reader,

that the relation of this fad tale may fave lbme other unguarded Parent*

from the treachery of their children, and remember too, what Swift

often laid, viz. I never knew a man who could not bear the afflictions

and misfortunes of his neighbours, perfeBly like a chriflian, and then put

your hand to your heart and fay, would it not be tre. %.\}n.s. with me?
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had given me, but I deny that it was when he

was only eighteen, as I think he was, if not

quite, near twenty years of age.

I fhall clofe this fad, and unexampled ftory,

with a copy of a letter from Lord Audley, to

the " Dear Papa" of Enfign ThickneiTe, who
thereby meant to teach me to keep my dis-

tance, by fuch an affected manner of difplay-

ing his own, And now in the name of that

incomprehensible being, who gave me life,

I folemnly declare, that fad, fevere, or wrong

as this narrative may appear, to fuch " wha can

" bear the misfortunes of others, perfectly like

" chrijlians" that I am not actuated by malice,

or refentment ; but to hold up a Picture of the

Prcfent times, before the riling generations of

men, in hopes that it may never be copied;

and if thereby I preferve one Parent from the

bitter pangs which I have endured for years,

even to that of bursting and bleeding from

the mod important channels of life, I

mail glory in having told this difmal tale.

Honour'd Sir,

It has given me great concern, not being

able to fend you a draft for the half years in-

tereft fooner, but my Grovely Tenant who is

a year
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a year and a half in arrear to me, has fo often

difappointed me, that I have been much dif-

treiled. I now inclofe a draft on Horlock, for

twenty five pounds, which I hope you will re-

ceive to-morrow, as I fend it by the coach.

Mr. Riely has not profecuted, and the Term

ended yefterday, he is ftill in town, but I have

never feen him in public. I will try and find

Count O'Rorke, and will mew him any civili-

ties that lies in my power, as it is your defire.

The letters I forwarded, and have inclofed

fome franks for Mrs. Duff, I have been far

from well for fome time paft, I have fome

thoughts of going abroad, as foon as I have

fettled my affairs, but will tell you more of

that when I have the pleafure of feeing you,

which I hope will be foon. My love to Mrs.

Thicknefle and my Sifters.

Believe me to be with the greateji regard,

Tour affectionate Son,

AUDLEY.*

ANECDOTE

* This was the lu.fl letter \ ever receiv'd from Lord AudUy, and the

tii rt Intereft he paid me, the next was at the Pijlol Recommendation ! in

Pall-Mail.
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ANECDOTE

T. CHATTERTON.

W H E N he was only five years of age, fbme-

body made him a prefent of a little penny toy

in plaifter of Paris, reprefenting a Lion or a

Horfe, I forget which, but feeing a great va-

riety of figures in the Vender's bafket, he urged

the prefentor to change it, if there could be

found among them fuch a thing as an Angel

with a trumpet ; as the Angel could not be

found, he cried, and being afked why he was

fo defirous of that particular figure ; he wifhed

for
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for an Angel he faid to trumpet about his fame!!

when he went to London, to feek his future

fortune, he told his mother and filler, he had

only to lament that he did not underftand latin

and greek. If faid he I were acquainted with

the Claflics, I could do enough to be remember-

ed a thoufand years, adding, I have already

done enough to be remembered three hundred.

It is to me as wonderful, even as wonderful,

as Chatterton hiinfelf was wonderful ; that the

leaf! doubt could arife between learned and

ingenious men, that Rowley and Chatterton

were not one and thefame per/on ? Are not all

his writings pretended tranflations from the

Saxons or other mens works ? Poor fellow ! he

thought that the writings of a young blue coat

boy could not attract notice, but he hoped that

his writings under an antient and a borrowed

name might, and therefore he borrowed Row-
ley's ; but unfortunately finding that neither

would fuillciently provide for a man of his ex-

teniive and aftoniihina; crenius ; he borrowed

that life from him who gave it, and who I

doubt not will forgive the unwarrantable deed

of afoul, who could not bear its prefent man-

lion, in want of the neccflaries to fuftain life,

and icnfible that he merited mc;re. By his de-

lire
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lire of fame, one would be apt to think he imi-

tated Alexander the Great, who coming to

the tomb of Achilles, fighed, and cried out,

" O fortunate young man! who had an

Homer to trumpet out thy fame."

ANECDOTE.
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ANECDOTE

FEMALE GREEN GROCER AT SOUTHAMPTON.

XxAVING landed at Southampton about the

year 1752, from the Ifland of Jerfey, and

lodging in that city, oppofite the market houfe,

I was daily accofted by a remarkable well look-

ing woman, who had a ftand there for the fale

of Afparagus, Greens, Fruit, &c. with, " no-

thing in our way to dayfir? in fhort this wo-

man's captivating manners were fuch, that I

had no idea of dealing with any one in any

other way but herfelf. Upon my aiking her

one
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one morning the price of her Afparagus, Hie

made fo high a demand, that thinking myfelf

at the Jerfey, inftead of the Southampton mar-

ket, I replied in French, c'eji trop. Indeed

fir, replied my elegant fruiterefs, " I have not

drank a drop to day" I inftantly recollected

my miftake, explained it, and alked her what

fhe fuppofed I had faid to her ? She replied,

(ftill preferring her temper and the utmoft ad-

drefs and good manners,) I thought fir, you

faid I were drunk, I begged her pardon, and

expreffed my furprize ! that flie could have

fuppofed I could have faid fo rude a thing to fo

a handfome, and fo well behaved a woman, and

we parted both perfectly fatisfied. A South-

ampton friend who dined with me that day,

commending her Afparagus very much, I

thought a little commendation due alfo to the

accomplrthed vender of them ; related what

had palled between us, and defired he would

obferve her appearance from the window as

fhe was ftill at her ftand in the market. Do
you know who fhe is faid my friend ? that wo-

man Sir, faid he, is the Sifter of the prefent

Duchefs of Chandois ! ! I determined early

the nest morning to give her hand/ale, and the

following dialogue pafied between us. Pray

Madam faid I, are you Sifter to the Duchefs

of
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of Chandois ? yes Sir, I am ; and does your

Sifter take no kind notice of you ? yes Sir,

fhe takes a proper notice of us all; we are many
Sifters : what fort of notice does fhe take ?

why Ihe fent for us all up to London, cloathed

us fuitable to our ftations in life, fent a fervant

to fhew us fuch things in London as were moft.

likely to amufe fuch ftrangers, put fome money

in our pockets (obferving that the Duke is not

rich,) and then paid our journey back again :

adding, what elfe could fhe do ? for we were

not fit to be fet down at the Duke's table!

What an inftance was here of good fenfe and

refined judgment ; it were a pity thought I

that there had not been another good tempered

Duke, to have bought this woman alfo of her

hufband ; * for {he too was certainly worthy of

gracing any man's table.

* Her Grace when a girl of fourteen years of age, ferved as Pot Girl,

to an old woman who kept an ale houfe near the entrance gate of the

city of Winchefler, and when the old Harridan Was told of the hidden,

and exalted fituation of her quandam maid. Aye—aye—laid (he, I

always told her, " Nan you 11 come to good:—you'll come to good Ar
.;.v."

A FEW
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A FEW

REMARKS
ON THE PRESENT SITUATION OF

GEORGE BRIDGES, BARON RODNEY.

1 T is impoffible for a man of reflection to look

over the many eminent fervices this gallant

and able Sea officer has rendered to his King

and country, not only in the late, but in for-

mer Wars, without recurring to the nume-

rous initances of public ingratitude of Greece

and Rome, or our furprife would be greater,

to obferve with what neglect, the prefent men
in power only, treat, a Nobleman of fuch dis-

tinguished merit ! I fay in power only, for the

X nation
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nation at large look upon Lord Rodney as

an officer who has laid at the foot of the

throne, more and larger Branches of Lau-

rels than any Admiral of the paft or

prefent Century, but it is a melancholy re-

flection, though not a new one, that the

crime of ingratitude to public benefac-

tors, is as old almoft as the world. Bodies of

men will do that which each individual, mull

condemn, and what the poet fays 7 Ploravere

fuis non refpondere favorem fperatum mentis^ is

applicable to the valiant and wife of moft ages

and countries. " When Timotheus had by

a decifive and victorious battle at fea, compel-

led the Lacedemonians to acknowledge the

Athenians fuperior in that element, what was

his reward ? His countrymen punljhed him by

Jine, at the inftigation of a bafe, a mean, and

an artful faction ; and may we not fay, as the

friends of Scipio did ? That two of the greateft

Cities in the world have again been found,

highly ungrateful at the fame time, to their chief

commanders ! Count de Grafle, after having

loft upwards of four hundred men killed out-

right in the Ville De Paris, and himfelf

more than once left almoft alone upon his

quarter deck, was received by his King with

fallen fadnefs ! !' and Lord Rodney ; either by

the
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the carelefTnefs, or treachery of office, has been

as ill fated in this ! ! The King indeed, fenfible

of his eminent fervices, has in the moft gra-

cious manner and without expence, made him
noble, and marked his perfon with a badge of

diftin&ion ; a badge, which mould never ap-

pear, but upon the breafts of military Heroes

;

but furely while every parifh in the Ifland of

Jamaica are inftructing their reprefentatives, to

confer fome diftinguiflied and fubftantial proofs

of their efteem upon this great fea officer, for

fecuring to them their lives and pofleffions

;

Lord Rodney's private property, mould not be

neglected at home. To fee a gentleman who
has fo juftly deferved the applaufe and efteem

of mankind ; of poliihed and refined man-

ners ; of great political and nautical know-

ledge, grown old in the fervices of his country,

not made as eafy and happy as age and infir-

mities can render him, is indeed a melancholy

reflection. It is now I think fix years fince the

flag of France ftruck to that of Britain in. the

Ville De Paris, and yet though keel after keel,

of fhips of War have been laid, the lofs of that

noble (hip has not, nor would not , have been re-

vived here, had not a land, not a fea officer,

been placed at the head of the Admiralty. A
wife refolution of Mr. Pitt's. That feat mould

X 2 never
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never be filled with a feaman ; of the juftnefs

of this feeming paradoxical affertion, we have

lately had fufficient proofs, too recent, and too

painful to be repeated. I am under no other

obligation to Lord Rodney but as an individual

of that Kingdom, which owes to him fo many
high obligations ; but I have been urged to

fay thus much, from my indignant contempt

to an anonymous writer (who calls himfelf an

officer,) of a pamphlet manifeftly calculated,

and I dare fay wrote for hire by a garretteer

book maker ; the drift of which is, to fteal from

the brow of Lord Rodney, fome of thofe

branches of Laurels he fo bravely gathered, in

order meanly to tack them to a man to whom
they do not belong ; whenever great actions

are performed, it is always under the eye of

envious men, who are never in want of the

word If.

This pamphlet officer is fond of that word, and

I too will ufe it for once, and fay, IF Lord

Rodnev had feen the whole fleet of France, and

had twenty two fail of copper bottom fhips^

under his command, though he might not have

thought it prudent to have given them battle,

he would not have given an order to twenty

twe Britifh Captains, commanding line of bat-

tle



( 3°9 )

tie fhips, to put out their lights, leave their

anchors and Cables behind them and run

away ! inftead of which, he would probably

have flood out to fea all night in a clofe line of

battle, and clofe upon the wind, in hopes of

finding himfelf by the morning to windward

of the enemy, but had he found the enemy

even in that fituation, he would not have

flirunk from a prudent brufh with them,

though they poffefled a few more fhips of the

line.

" BIRDS
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" BIRDS OF THE SAME FEATHER,

FLOCK TOGETHER."

I did not intend to have flained a fingle page

more of this work, with the odious name of

Mackittrick, as it has been too often held up

to fhame already ; and becaufe more powder

and mot has been beflowed upon it, than

fuch a Carrion crow was worth ; had not Mr.

Tickell's fecond edition of the cafes and cures

effected by his iETHEiUAL Anodine Spirit,

rendered it neceffary, becaufe that gentleman

has proved beyond the power of contradiction,

that his medicine has fucceeded in a great va-

riety of cafes ; after the bed advice, and all

other powerful medicines have failed, I fhall

therefore.
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therefore annex to this chapter, a Tingle and

moft extraordinary cure effected thereby, be-

caufe I have feen it under the patients own
hand, and it does not I think appear in Mr.

Tickell's fecond edition, but I muft firft ob-

ferve, that it has been my province to expofe

the impudence of Mackittrick, it has been Mr.

Tickell's, to exhibit his ignorance ; for in both

inftances (his friends if he has any) cannot

—

durft not, attempt to defend him. Doctor

Falconer was the only medical pigeon^ among

more than twenty ingenious refidentiary Phy-

ficians at Bath, with whom Mackittrick could

form any acquaintance, but Falconer, finding

him a man capable of writing, printing and

publishing whatever falfhoods his malevolent

difpofition urged him to, he ufed him as a

proper tool to work with, /'. e, to fay9

and write, fuch things which he had not

fpirit to do himfelf. I had, fome years be-

fore, called Dr. Falconer to an account,

for writing, printing and publifhing, posi-

tive assertions, in what he calls his analyfis

of the Bath waters * that lead wasfohtbk there-

in,

* This learned cbymijl fays, that the chief efficacy of the Bath waters

afife from the great quantity of fixed air contained in them. Dr,

Prieftly ^(acknowledged to be the ableft chymift in Britain,) fays the

Bath waters do not contain more fixed air than his common pump water

.at Calne in Wiltfhire.
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in, and thereby founding a ferious alarm to

the public. 1 afterted that it was a falfe alarm,

by a letter in the St. James's Chronicle, leaving

my name with the printer, in cafe the Doctor

fhould call for it. The Doctor poffeffed himfelf

of that information, and in the true Mackittrick

Jiyle and manner, thns replied in the fame

paper.

SIR,

I obferved in your Paper of the 20th of laft

Month, a Letter addreffed to me by Name, on

the Subject of the Bath Waters which I under-

ftandis the Production of Mr. Philip Thickneffe.

I do not "think either theJiy/e or matter of this

curious Epiftle worth any anfwer from me,

but as part of it relates to an affair of public

concern, on that account oply, I offer an ex-

planation.

In the Year 1770, the ftone which covers

the lead ciftern in the middle of the King's

Bath, and which ciftern lies about two feet and

a half under ground, was taken up in order to

clear the ciftern of fand, which had accumu-

lated fo much, as to clog the pipes that convey

the water to the Pump Room at the King's

Bath.
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Bath* By accident a piece of the upper part

of the ciftern, about a pound and a half weight,

was broken off, and was brought into the cof-

fee-houfe in the Grove, and there examined by

feveral perfons, and myfelf among others, who
all agreed, that the furface of it that had been

next the water, appeared in a {late of having

been a&ed on by the %vater, from the furrows

or irregularities that appeared upon it. Dr.

Harrington, who I believe brought it into the

cofFee-houfe, can vouch for this fact ; this was

the foundation of what I advanced as a caution,

and not as an affertion or infinuation of actual

danger, but merely to obviatefufpicions of that

kind. This was all meant by a recommenda-

tion of the change of the pipes from lead to

wood or iron, and fo every candid reader has

underftood it, and I doubt not will do fo.

As for Mr. Thickneffe's affertion, that the

infide of the ciftern is now in a pure and per-

fect, condition, I aflert he fpeaks what is not

matter of fact, to his knowledge, as he has

never feen more of it than a fmall piece, about

two or three ounces in weight, * which was

accidentally

* Yet the penetrating Dr. lias lecn every part of it ! See page 299 of

his eflay, where he lays, ti/e ccrroJings arc i>tfi&k in entry far} on tbchjllt

of the ciflern
'



( 3 '4 )

accidentally broken off, as the ciftern itfelf has

not been taken up or examined, but remained

covered with a foot and a half thick of earth

at lead.

As for his belief concerning the ciftern hav-

ing been more expofed to examination now than ever

before fince it was put dowti, every perfon who is

acquainted with the baths, can inform him,

that it has been opened every two or at moll three

years, and laid open juft as much as lately, ex-

cept only about eight inches of gravel, which

were lately removed, but which did not bring

to light any part of the ciftern, which was ftill

under ground at leaft a foot and a half below

the deepeft part lately dug up. *

Had he made the proper enquiries before he

formed this article of his faith, he would not

have betrayed his ignorance of this well known

facl. Having thus, as briefly as I could, ftated

the matters offaft. 1 mall trouble myfclf no

more on this fubjeci.

I am, Sir, &c.

W. FALCONER.
Dec. 8, 1 78 1.

Extrad

* I c!o afiert that I have feen the ciftern, and that the water is capable

of operating on both fides, for the truth, of this aflertion I appeal to

Mr. Baldwin the Bath Architect, to Dr. Lee, General Jobnftpn ix\i

many other gentlemen who few it alio.
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Extractfrom Falconer's Book.

" The action of this metal (lead) has been

" sufficiently proved, and that it is poflible

" that the unfavorable fymptoms fometimes

" produced on drinking them, which we know
" not how to accountfor otherwife, may be pro-

" duced by fome fuch impregnation as this me-
" tal, though its effects are fometimes latent,

" is feldom inactive, it may be perhaps owing
" to this caufe that fome diforders of the Spaf-

" modic kind as Opifhlotonus feems fometimes

" rather enhanced by drinking the waters,

" when bathing alone is of great fervice."

Reader ; obferve what is faid in the above ex-

tract from his own book, and compare it with

what he has faid in his own letter, and coniider

whether I, or he, have faid the thing that is not.

If I have, I will afk his pardon, if he has; he

mould long fince have aiked mine, inftead of

letting a mad dog to bark, becaufe he durft not

bite ; nor is this the only falfhood he has

printed and publifhed ; for I do affert that

Doctor Harrington did not bring the piece of

lead into the coffee houfe—that Doctor Har-

rington, will not vouch for the fact.—It was

not the foundation of what Falconer advanced

—nor
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—nor was it an affertion to obviate fufpicions.

To Doctor Harrington, I appeal, a gentleman

of the utmoft probity, refpectable as a man

;

able as a Phyfician, and an accurate obferver

of every thing worthy of notice, I appeal

;

whether that very piece of lead, was not

brought into the coffee houfe by Mr. Atwood,

a plumber, to prove the very reverfe of what

Mr. Falconer has afferted in the St. James's

Chronicle ? Mr. Atwood brought it to thofe

gentlemen to mow, that the ancient plumbers

caft their fheet lead upon very courfe rough

fand, and confequently, the underfide would

be very irregular, the upper perfectly fmooth,

and the piece brought into the coffee houfe be-

ing exactly in that flate, after having lain fome

hundred years in contact with the Bath waters,

appeared in the fame infoluble ftate * for the

indents of the courfe fand were perfect on one

fide, the other perfectly fmooth, and proved

beyond a doubt, that the water had not alter-

ed its original form, to all who poffeffed either

eyes to fee, or faculties to conceive; that

LEAD

* This foolifh and alarming idea had got into Fiance, and the F,>!~

toner of Paris, Monftcur Sbedehas faid que fait Uptte, diflalovit te piomb.

.Que ce metal reft fimplement en iufpcni'ij: 1
. dans )\-au, &o but it has

bn.ii proved in Fiance as well as in England ;
que cei afTcrtions angles

t«rcursqu' elks ont produit.es font egah mtut feu(T<;s.
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LEAD tS NOT SOLUBLE IN THE BaTH WATERS I

yet Falconer has had the temerity to fay it

" has been proved" and to deny that he has fo

faid ! ! and that too in as perfect a Cook maid

flyle, as thefe fheets, or any other trafh which

ever came from the prefs. If the above ex-

tract from his analyfis does not prove it to the

fatisfaction of the reader, he is referred to the

book itfelf, or to a book I publifhed, addreffed

to this man of mettle, in the year 1775, in which

I have voted him a medal of lead, as a reward

for his extraordinary talents, at faying, anc •>?-

fiying ; andf?ice which he has united with Mac-

kittrick, to decry a medicine, which a*l the

other Phyficians at Bath, have the candour to

acknowledge to be a valuable acquifition to the

Materia Medica. One proof of winch I fhall

infert here, having, as I faid above, feen the ac-

count under the patient's own hand ; befide,

1 have experienced the efficacy of the JEtherial

Spirit in my own perfon, as well as the Ikill,

attention, and abilities of Mr. Tickell, during

a diforder in which I was in imminent danger,

and during which (fuch was my confidence in

Mr. Tickell's abilities) I did not call in any

other affiftance ; furely therefore, if 1 entruf!

a medical gentleman with that which is of moft

importance to all men (life.) I have a right

to
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to fpeak of his abilities as a man, and of his

medicine (of which I know the good effects)

with confidence
;
yet that was the caufe only,

of bringing two mighty Dociorial Gentlemen's

vengeance ftom the j>refs, who did not confider,

that they were to endure the pain ; and there-

fore I do again affert, that Mr. Tickell's iEthe-

rial Anodyne Spirit, poffeffes antifpafmodic

virtues in an eminent degree, and that it lately

fucceeded in a mod obftinate rheumatifm, at-

tended with fuch frequent and intolerable

fpafms, as rendered life abfolutely a burthen ;

but happily the patient poffefled a moft equa-

ble temper, and many chriftian virtues.

The fpafm, or if you will, that fubtile hu-

mour which violently irritated the nervous

fyftein (and fudden in its tranfition as the

gouty) generally made its firft attack in the

lower extremities, rapidly patted up the hinder

part of the leg and thigh, and terminated about

the loins, where it exerted its cruel ravages on

the fpine. The duration of extreme pain was

but fhort, for if it had lafted many feconds, no

human patience could have been equal to the

conflict The waters of Buxton had proved

unfuccefsful, nay rather increafed the com-

plaint, and thofe of Bath were made trial of

with
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with no better effect. Such medicines alfo, as

might naturally have been concluded, would

have afforded relief, proved altogether ineffi-

cacious. Salivation was at laft propofed, and

the fuffering patient, readily fubmitted to make
the experiment, during the height of the ptya-

tifm, the fpafms totally ceafed ; but as it dimi-

nifhed, they returned with equal violence.

Under thefe circumltances, the iEtherial Spirit

was recommended, and from the time of taking

the firft dofe, to the end of a week, there was not

a fingle attack. The fpafms afterwards return-

ed, but were neither fo violent nor fo frequent,

and as neither drinking: Bath water nor bath-o
ing, appeared to be of the leaft fervice, the gen-

tleman by fhort ftages returned home, and

took no other medicine but the iEtherial Spirit,

which he continued orfce or twice in twen-

ty four hours, till he remained perfectly free

from this diftreffing complaint for feveral days.

On any flight return, the patient had again

recourfe to the fame Spirit, repeating the dofe,

five or fix times. The attacks became more

flight, and lefs frequent, and when he wrote

the laft account of himfelf, he had been perfect-

ly free from any fymptom of fpafm for two

months, had regained his ufual ftrength and

health.
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health, except now and then, a trifling re-

membrance of the rheumatic affection. *

Having found fuch frequent occafions to

produce inftances of ignorance, impudence^

and falfhoods, not only in this chapter, but in

the preceding ones, the reader may conclude I

might naturally reflect on the conduct of that

King of impudence and falfhood, whom I have

more than once heard hold forth in my young-

er days near Lincoln's Inn Fields ; I mean the

celebrated Orator Doclor Henley, of whom the

following ftory feems apropos; Henley chal-

lenged any two difputants to meet him on a

certain day, to propofe their own fubjects of

difcuflion, and declared that he would meet

them, and determine the merits of the caufe,

with the ftricleft regard to impartial juftice.

Two ingenious and fpirited Oxonions, fixed

with the Orator, and on the appointed day,

went well fupported with a party of their

friends ; and being called upon by the Orator

to propofe their Themes, one of them told him
he had undertook to prove the impudence of

the Orator himfelf, adding, and my friend

here,

* Since this fheet has been at the prefs, I have Hen a letter from Dr.

Bree of Ltifter, wherein he fays he has performed two very extraordi-

nary cures, with Tickell's JEther and holds the medicine in high eftecm.
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here, has undertook to prove your ignorance.

Henley had a private way from the Roftrum into

his own houfe, through which he prudently

retired, poftponing the award to a future day.

May I not now fay, that I have proved the im-

pudence and falfhoods of two great phyfical

pbilofophers, and that Mr. Tickell has proved

their ignorance, and that if an inftance of their

modejly could be offered, it is, that one has re-

tired from his Rofirum at Bath, and hid him-

felf in a little village near Portfmouth, called

Titchlield, where he may " fnarl and bite and

" play the dog," and that the other, has fre-

quently put forth in the Bath and other papers, a

fulfome panegyric, which was fent him with the

Fothergillian medal, to which I could wifli to

add a companion to it, of infoluble lead,

wherein I would have the two medical philofo-

phers heads vis a vis, and underneath them,

I DARE.

ANECDOTE
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ANECDOTE
OP THE.

ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY.

1 HAVE been told by a very great man, and a

very proud man too ; that proud men are al-

ways particularly humble to their inferiors.

If that obfervation be a juft one, the Arch-

Bilhop of Canterbury is not a proud man, and

therefore I am convinced his Grace will excufe

my relating the foilo'^ng tranfa&ion, which I

will endeavour to do with all imaginable refpect

to his prefent high ftation.

I became
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I became firft acquainted with Mr. Moore

at the houfe of my Brother in law, Dr. Richard

Grey at Hinton in Northamptonfhire, where

I found him Garcon defa?nille, much efteemed

by my Brother and Sifter, and much admired,

I dare fay by their four daughters, for he was

a very handfome young man, and if I miftake

not he admired one of them particularly ; as it

was during the Aftrop feafon, it there fell to his

lot and mine, to decide the fate of a pool at

commefxe, each of us equally anxious, for the

Lady on whom the luck was pending, and I

had then an early fpecimen, of the great fuf-

ceptibility fo trifling a matter excited in Mr.

Moore's bofom, relative to a decifion, on which

neither of us were otherwife interefted, than

on behalf of our fair friends.

It was about that time I believe, that the

late Duke of Marlborough (whofe truly princely

and noble difpofition will never be forgotten,)

afked my brother Grey, whether he knew an

ingenious learned young Clergyman, or a fel-.

low of a College, of character fufficient, to be

taken into his family, as Tutor to his fon Lord

Charles Spencer ? Doctor Grey did—for he

knew Mr. Moore—and recommended him in

a pointed and particular manner, as an unex-

Y 2 ceptionable
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ceptionable perfon, and fully qualified to exe-

cute fuch a truft with fidelity and abilities. I

will not, I need not fay, how fortunately, or

I might fay it (confidering the high ftation his

grace now fuftains, with the fame credit he did

his low onej that ages may not produce the

like again. It was natural for me, knowing

this, to imagine fome little attention was due

from Mr. Moore, through every ftation of his

future fortune, to the relations of Dr. and Mrs.

Grey. After Dr. Moore became a Prebend

of Durham, I had the honor of fpending fome

time with him at Shobdon Court, the feat ofLord

Bateman, in Herefordfhire, we daily rode out

together, and he afterwards honoured me with

letters couched in the moft friendly terms, and

defired me to procure him a fingular weather

cock of my own conftruction, which I fent

him, and which coft me fomething more than

a guinea. When he was appointed Bifhop of

Bangor, I took the liberty to tell him a caufe

of great importance to me, and my family, was

foon to come on before the houfe of Lords

;

fent him I think, the cafe of the appellant and

respondent, and entreated him to what I pre-

fume was his duty) attend it. To this requeft

I received a very ihort reply indeed ! it was a

" Sir, and an humble Servant" letter to tell me
he
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he could not ! I concluded therefore, fome other

Dr. Moore had been appointed to the See of

Bangor, and that I had addreffed a ftranger,

for I did not till then know, that it was impro-

per to addrefs a Bifhop, or congratulate him

upon his good fortune in the ftyle of a friend

who rejoiced to hear it. The event in the houfe

of Lords is well known, and will be never

forgotten. I foon after went a wandering into

Spain, and upon my return to Calais, I again

addreffed the Bifhop of Bangor in a proper ?na?i-

ner, for my requeft was complied with in the

following manner.

«' Sir,

Yefterday brought me the favor of your let-

ter upon the fubjecl of your intended publica-

tion, through France and part of Spain, I fhall

be one of your fubferibers"

And am your moft obedient

Humble Servant,

J. BANGOR.

Soon
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Soon after my return to England, and after

my firft volume had been delivered to the Bifliop,

being at my Bookfeller's mop, (Brown's the

corner of Effex Street) the Bifliop accidentally

came in, and noticed me with—" your fervant

Captain Thickneffe" and then turning to the

bookfeller, ordered his paper,- &c. to be fent to

bangor and retired. I was aftoniflied ! I con-

sidered myfelf an unfortunate man and no way

obliged to the Bifliop. I had received his guinea

indeed, but fo had he the weather cock. After

he was gone, the bookfeller and his boys ex-

preffed their furprife alfo, for they it feems

had heard the Bifhop fpeak of me as one I had

the honour to be well known to, and by his

repeated enquiries for the book he had fub-

fcribed to ; and Brown could not help faying

I thought you had been well known to my Lord

Biffjop and intimate friends. And I replied I

thought he had been mine ; but as I now had

reafon to think otherwife, if he would furnifh

me with a flieet of paper, I would take the liber-

ty to aik his Lordfhip, what fin I had com-

mitted, or what fin I lived in the commiflion

of, that he fhould treat me with fuch difregard,

as to occafion the bookfeller and his boys to ob-

fcrve it ? I will not repeat more of the contents

of my letter, though a copy of it lies before

me,
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me, becaufe I muft own it was written in

anger, and in very intemperate terms, but

my bofom heaved as his Lordlhip's did, at

the pool of commerce, for inflead of receiv-

ing ten thoufand pounds, a fiim I had for

twenty years before been allured by the ableft

Jawyers in the Kingdom would become my
property, I had at that time fix hundred

pounds to pay for my vain efforts to re-

cover it, and I thought I fhould have met the

Bifhop with a better face, if I had, like him,

been a fortunate man.

Nothing could be more temperate than the

Bifhops reply, for he declared that he was not

confcious of any flight or neglect of civilities

<lue to me, but as he was, even after he had

paid his fubfcription, rather in my debt, than

I in his, I told him he owed me a guinea, for

I could not afcertain the exact fum I had paid

for the weather cock, and dclired it might be

paid ; this was accordingly done, a guinea en-

clofed between two cards, and another very

temperate civil letter accompanied it ; though

I mufl own, neither of my letters merited fo

much politenefs. * And now I may obferve
?

how

* I .carried it to Dr. Dodd in Negate.
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how cautious even the greateft men, either by

birth, or high ftation mould be, in their con-

duct to their inferiors, for would not the

reader conclude that here the bufinefs ended.

Will he not fay, there is now for ever an end

to all correfpondence between the Bifhop and

Captain Thickneffe ? Certainly he will think fo,

but no fuch thing ! it was only the beginning

!

For a few days after, I dined with Mr. Bate-

man (Lord Bateman's brother) and there re-

lated, what had pafled between me and the

Bifhop of Bangor. I related it perhaps with

a degree of warmth, natural to my temper,

and when I had fo done, Mr. and Mrs. Bate-

man faid they were not furprifed, for that his

Lordlhip had fhewn the fame flights and want

of attention alfo to them. If they were not

furprifed, I was ; for however infignificant I

might appear in the Bifliop's eyes, it was won-

derful to me, to find that a refpeciable and ho-

norable gentleman, nearly related to the Duke of

Marlborough ,f could have been overlooked by

any man, much lefs by Dr. Moore. I then

told Mr. Bateman that my anger and refent-

ment was at an end, and that I would that

very day write to the Bifhop, and humbly afk

his

f Mr. Eateman's mother was S'.'^v to the late Duke of Marlbo-

rough.
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his pardon for the warmth exprefled in my
former letters ; and did fo, for I had juft learnt,

I faid, that he had flighted alfo near relations

of the Duke of Marlborough, and therefore I

had not the moft diftant pretenfions to be hurt

by his overlooking or flighting me.

My letter upon this point, feemed to give

his Lordfliip pain indeed, he left his name at

my door, the next day, and urged me ftrongly,

to let him know (if I were not bound to fecre-

cy,) by whom of the Duke of Marlborough's

family he was fo accufed ? adding, that if he

were guilty, he fliould think himfelf the moft

offending man alive. In reply, I informed his

Lordfliip, that though I was not bound parti-

cularly to fecrecy, I confidered myfelf not at

liberty to difclofe private converfation which

paiTed at a friend's table, but allured him that

they were people of veracity, and therefore I

could not doubt the fact, and that the reader

may not doubt this relation of it, I will obferve

that though my refpectable friend Mr. Bate-

man is dead, his lady is frill living. This bufi-

nefs however feemed to give the Bifliop deep

concern, and he determined not to drop his

enquiry, till he found within whofe doors the

complaint was lodged ; and knowing that I

had
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had the honor of being often with Lord Bate-

man, he feared the complaint originated there,

but upon enquiry found it did not
; yet there

perhaps, he got a hint that it lay in Hartford

Street, for thither he went alfo. Mrs. Bate-

man would not be feen, but Mr. Bateman ac-

knowledged the charge, nor did the vifit and

apologies, which no doubt were made, occafion

any renewal of their acquaintance. 1 have the

Bimop's letters before me, one of which his

Grace I am fure will excufe me in prefenting

to my readers, as it is relative to the preceding

part of this tranfaction, efpecially as I fent the

propofals of printing my memoirs to his Grace,

and to the Duke of Marlborough, who upon a for-

mer occafion honoured me with his name, and who
upon no occafion can notice any man, who
has more refpect to his aimiable character, f

SIR,

" It is not much like a proud man to write

to you again after the letters I have received

from you. But it is like a man who knows

how to excufe even injurious treatment from

one

f His Grace is (till a few (hillings, in my ddbt, and therefore from the

tenor of the following letter, filled with good ivi/bet, it rather difap-

pcintcd me, as I preiume it will every candid reader.
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one he wifhes well to ; when he fees that

treatment was the effect of refentment ground-

ed on mifapprehenfion. You afk me, if I did

not know that you had lately a very great mil-

fortune and great injuftice done you ? I did

not, nor od I know at this moment what you

allude to. I was alfo ignorant, till I received

your letter, of the other events you mention,

that a title and fortune had fallen to your chil-

dren. The truth is, my thoughts and time

Jiave been engaged for fome time paft folely

with a very near relation, and a friend, both

in a very bad ftate of health, and I have heard

little, and attended lefs to what was going on
in the world. And now Sir let me afk. you a

queftion in my turn, where is the crime in my
not having been acquainted with thofe circum-

ftances ? or how are you juftified in loading

me with opprobrious accufations, for not hav-

ing taken notice of them when I met you ?

You will do better to keep your anger for

thofe who deferve it, I do not deferve it j I am
really and unaffectedly forry for your misfor-

tunes, and the injuftice that has been done you,

of whatever kind they may be, and I am ftill

capable of receiving a fincere pleafure, from

hearing of any good fortune that befalls you,

or your children, and the greater the extent of

it
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it is, the greater will be my pleafure. This is

the truth ; and I expect to be believed, and

that for the beft of reafons, becaufe you never

in your life could charge me with untruth.

You tell me again and again of my obligations

to your family, I am ready to acknowledge a

thoufand obligations to Dr. and Mrs. Grey in

a long friendfhip of many years, particularly to

him whofe advice I have profited by, and may

as long as I live, if it be not my own fault,

but not one of thofe he has left behind him will

tell you, I have forgotten thofe obligations.

But enough of this, I will put an end to this let-

ter with repeating the advice, don't be affronted

at the word, it is not meant to affront, I have

given once before in it ; diftinguifh between

thofe who are difpofed to behave infolent to

you, and thofe who are not—between your

friends and your enemies, I can never have a

place among the latter, and perhaps it may be

immaterial to you whether I have any among

the former or not.

I am Sir,

Your Humble Servant,

J. BANGOR.

It
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It is many years fince I read the above letter,

and therefore it urges me now to obferve upon

it, that it certainly is written with a temper

and difpofition fuitable to a wife man, and a

chriftian Bifhop, it is true alfo, that my fitter

now eighty four years of age, and her three

daughters, fpeak as highly of his grace as any

of his friends ; and think as highly too, nay 1

know my lifter has left him a picture worked

by her daughter, Mrs. Lloyd the Dean of

Norwich's wife, of real value, merely becaufe

the Bullfinch which is pecking at a bunch of

grapes in a cabbage leaf, was copied from a

Bull-finch, Mr. Moore fhot ; but may I not fay

in my turn, that Dr. Grey has three daugh-

ters, who have fons at the univerfity unpro-

vided for, and a daughter married to an inge-

nious young man, who has no other fubfift-

ence than the fmall Curacy of Uphill in Somer-

fetfhire, and then may I not afk, has his grace

conferred any mark of favor further than civil

words, upon any part of Doctor Grey's family ?

two of whom would at this day have been in

holy orders, if they had the leaft hopes of any

preferment, yet before this chapter went to

the prefs, I wrote to my Niece, the widow of

the Rev. Doctor Bowles, and youngeft daugh-

ter
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ter of Doctor Grey, and afked her the ftate of

her family, and whether the Arch Bifhop had

taken any notice of her, or any of her family.

In reply me was quite Jilent, as to the latter

Querie, but fays, " as you was pleafed to en-

quire into the ftate of my family, I mall trou-

ble you with a fmall account of it. I have four

daughters and three fons, the eldeft of which

is deligned for the Church, and is of Trinity

College, Oxford, he is not yet in orders, but

might have been fome time ago, as he is nei-

ther wanting in knowledge, character or abili-

ties ; his prefent view is to be fellow of the

College, to which I imagine he will fucceed the

firfl vacancy, my fecond fon is as you know,

in the phyfical .line, and my youngeft is bred

to the law ; if you can form any idea of the

expence of a univerfity education, I prefume

you will eafily fee why there was only one lent

thither, my eldeft daughter married without

our knowledge or confent, a Clergyman of

very fmall fortune indeed, he is Curate of

Uphill in Somerfetfhire, where they now live."

This is the fituation of Dr. Grey's daughter

and grandchild, the Uphill Clergyman has

thirty pounds a year, and the eldeft fori might

have been in orders, but being without a pa-

tron
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iron or a friend, waits to obtain a fellowfhip of

Trinity College ! and yet his Grace of Canter-

bury tells me, " that not one of thofe" (mean-

ing Dr. Grey's family) " whom he has left

behind, will tell me he has forgotten thofe

obligations" it may be fo, but I can tell his

Grace, that not one of thofe, have yet bene-

fited by the goodnefs of his memory, and I

hope at leaft the poor Curate of Uphill, who
certainly cannot deal with the Village Butcher

above once a fortnight ; will be remembered

effectually. I never faw him nor his wife ; but

I flatter myfelf his Grace will not let a grand

daughter of Dr. Grey's ftarve, when a Vica-

rage of four fcore pounds a year would make

him and his wife happy, for fortunately, they

have no children.*

I might

* The late Dr. Garnett, an Irifh Bifliop, and the Author had been

intimate friends in their youth, long before the Dodtor had any idea

of weaving a mitre, many years however feparated them, till chance

threw them together at a mufick meeting in London.

The Author thought it was his old fiiend, but not being certain,

after looking lredfaftly at him, and not being able to make up his

lips for the utterance of the two words, my lord; he thus addrefled

the worthy Prelate. Is ityou, or is it not ; for I proteft I am not fure?

Yes faid he, it is me, (and taking one of my hands into both his) nor

will we part faid he till we have ate and drank together. This was

manly, if not prieftly, and when this good man died, he directed his

Executor*
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I might afk his Grace in my turn too, (were

not the queftion fo high above my reach) whe-

ther if he had not been full as fufceptible of

flights, neglect, or ill breeding, even in a rapid

line of profperity, as I might be found in ad-

yerilty, why, when a certain old Duchefs be-

parfoned him at Blenheim, he inftantly took

his horfes and a French leave, and went to

Durham, and from thence made his excufe

to the Duke of Marlborough and defired per-

miflion to return when the Duchefs left Blen-

he*im ? If he did fo, furely I might have been

excufed if I difliked being be-Captained in a

bookfeller's {hop ! I rould aik his Grace ano-

ther queftion, and relate another extraordi-

nary anecdote, but which I with-hold, out of

HIGH RFSPECT TO OTHER PERSONS to whom it

might give great pain, though no ways difho-

nourable to any perfon now living, f

Executors to fend me the Portrait of a Brother of mine; which had

hung thirty years in his houfe,and yet that brother had no hand in lead-

ing him to an installation, but he had been his friend, when in an humble

(ration, and when a Curacy of fifty pounds a year would have made him

happy.

f Since this book has been in the prefs, Mrs. Bowles has been

honouied with more than one letter from the Arch Biihop ; expreffing

an unbounded regard for her and liL
j
r family, and has promifed tq

provide for the Curate of Uphill and her ingenious ion, (noiu in orders)

I at



( 337 )

at Oxford, for I mult own I did anonymoufljr remin'd his Grace of

the filuation ofmy widow niece and her large family, and thereby pro-

cured fome notice to be taken of them not only by letters, but by his

Coach fent from Lambeth, to fetch fome part of the family to dine at

the Palace. It is near a year fince, but I have not yet heard of any

other place, than a place in the Coach of Lambeth, „

"**»#-,*».

f*^lst r <.' v*fcft,tt\

iiNECDOTE
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ANECDOTE

OF THE

iNiHUU'lJLl'JJJfl., PRINCE CHARLES.

LADY Mary Touchet a beautiful Englifli

woman, and lifter to my late wife, made her

firft public appearance at a ball at Paris, given

by 4ltm0999tl9!9St juft before his expedition

into Scotland, in the year 1745. The Prince

not only attracted by her perfonal charms, but

being the fifter to a Englifh Catholic Peer; took

her out, as his partner, and before they parted,

he communicated to her, whither he was go-

ing, and the importance of his expedition. I

cannot tell, but I can eafily conceive, to what

a pitch
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a pitch of enthufrafm, a beautiful young Eng-

lifh woman of the fame religious principles,

and fo particularly honoured at that time,

might be led to fay upon fo trying an occafionj

but whatever it were, he inftantly took his pen

knife from his pocket, ript the flar from his

breaft, and gave it her as a token of his par-

ticular regard, and 1 doubt not that Jl:e con-

cluded, fuch an external mark of his partiality,

had he fucceeded, was given as a prelude to

the offer of a more precious jewel which had

lain under the ftar within his bosom. As that

beautiful woman, died at the a°;e of twentv.

the ftar fell into the lap of her lifter, and as

fhe foon after fell into mine, I became poflefTed

of that ineftimabk badge of di/iinclion, together

with a fine Portrait of the Prince by Huffey.

Being a whig and a military man, I did not

think it right to keep either of them in my
pofleiTion, and a fimple old Jacobite lady, of-

fered me a confiderable fum of money for

them, but having three nieces, whofe father

had lived in intimacy with the late Sir Jclm

Do/ben, I prefented both to them, and I be-

lieve that valuable relic! of the departed Prince

Charles, is now in the polTeiTion of Mrs. Lloyd,

my elded niece, and wife to tne prefent Dean

of Norwich. Lady Mary Touchet, was the

Z 2 firft



C 340 )

firft woman who appeared in England, in a

French drefs, about the year 1748, which was

then, fo particular^ that fhe never went out at

Bath, the place of her conftant refidence,

without being followed by a crowd; for at that

time, the general drefs of France, was deemed

fo outre'in this, that in moll eyes, it diminifhed

the charms, of both her face, and perfon;

which flie otherwife had the utmoft claim to.

She danced on the Friday night ball, and died

the Sunday following, a lady who affifted in

laying her, out, told me fhe could fcarce be-

lieve fhe was dead, for that fhe never faw fo

much beauty in life, and that fhe exceeded in

Symmetry, even TITIANS VENUS. That

this unfortunate man was in London about the

year 1754, I can positively assert, he came

hither, contrary to the opinion of all his friends

abroad, but he was determined he faid, to fee

the capital of that Kingdom, over which he

thought himfelf born to reign. After being a

few days at a Lady's houfe in Effex Street in the

Strand, he was met by one, who knew his

perfon in Hyde Park, and who made an at-

tempt to kneel to him, this circumftance fo

alarmed the Lady, at whofe houfe he refided,

that a boat was procured the fame night, and

he returned inftantly to France. Monfieur

MafTac,
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MafTac, late Secretary to the Duke De Noaillcs,

told me he was fent to treat with the Prince

relative to a fubfequent attempt to invade Eng-

land. Mr. Maffac dined with him, and had

much converfation upon that fubject; but ob-

ferved that he was rather a weak man; bigotted

to his religion, and unable to refrain from the

bottle, the only benefit he faid he had acquired,

by his expedition among his countrymen into

Scotland.

An Irifli officer with only one arm, for-

merly well known at the Coffee de Conti in

Paris, * allured me that he had been with the

Prince in England, between the years, forty

five and fifty fix, and that they had laid a

plan of feizing the perfon of the King (George

the fecond) as he returned from the play, by

a body of Irilh chairmen, who were to knock

the fervants from behind his coach, extinguifh

the lights, and create confufion; while a party

carried the Kin^ to the water fide and hurried

him away to France. It is certain, that the

late King often returned from the theatres in

fo private a manner, that fuch an attempt was

not impracticable, for what could not a hundred

or

* Mr. Sf "rave.
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or two, defperate villains effect, at a eleven

o'clock at night, in any of the public Streets

of London? Ten minutes ftart would do it,

and they could not have failed of a much greater

length of time. He alfo told me that they had

more than fifteen hundred Irifh chairmen, or

that clafs of people, that were to affemble op-

polite the Duke of Newcaftle's houfe in Lin-

coln's Inn Fields, the inftant they heard any

particular news relative to the pretender. I

cannot vouch for the truth of this ftory, but

it may be right to relate it, to prevent fuch an

attempt, mould any other pretender ftart up,

for I have the best authority to fay fuch a

thing is practicable, and that a perfon was

taken off in broad day light, and in the mid-

dle of a large City, though under the protec-

tion of an Englifli Major, and feven old French

women, and that too, by an individual.* It

was

* There are many people now living at Southampton who remember

that transaction.

Dr. Grey, long before he died, was perfectly cured of Jatctltifm, he

obfervcd that when the pretender was at Rome, his friends heie kept

his birth day, and fpoke of him with ardour, but when he was in

Scotland they fcemed to foiget him every d r\, now laid the doctor, if I

had been King, I would have pardoned all thofe who mewed their mif-

taken loyalty openly, and hanged all his cowardly adherents who durft

not appear to frrvc him, when their fervices were wanting; but thank

God, that filly bufinefs is all at an end, and the Catholicks know, the

iwcetsof living under aPnoTEsrANT Prince, and a free government,
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was not a King it's true, who was taken off,

nor it was not a man, but before the furprife

of the Major, and his female party were over,

the lady was far out of their reach.

ANECDOTE
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ANECDOTE

or

MRS. GARRICK, WHEN SHE WAS THE ADMIRE!)

- MADAME VIOLETTE.

IN the year one thoufand feven hundred and

forty nine, that lady was at Bath, and though

I had not then nor fmce the pleafure of being

perfonally known to her, I never faw her but

with admiration ; her perfonal beauty, and the

delicate manner of her drefs, could not but at-

tract attention, I mean not frippery or finery,

but rather the reverfe ; mentioning that ele-

gant woman to Lady Vane, who perhaps was

the next woman in the Kingdom, to be ad-

mirecj
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mired on account of tafte, in drefs, &c. flic

agreed with me, and added, her breeding alfo,

correfponds with her external appearance. Are

you then Madame, faid I, acquainted with Ma-

dame Violette ? no, I am not, but flie always

paffes me with good breeding, obferving that

well bred people, betray that, even as they pafs

ftrangers. This juft obfervation ftruck me
exceedingly, I had often obferved it in the late

Duke of Hamilton, when he paffed ftrangers

in the public walks ; but Lady Vane could not

but notice Madame Violette's polilhed man-

ners, as molt of the un-fly-blozun wives and

miffes, ufually paffed her with a tofs of the

head, or a look of contempt, though perhaps

at the bottom of the mixture, there might have

been found a few grains of envy. During

Madame Violette's ftay at Bath, Mr. Nafli was

defired to take her out to dance a minuet, and

certainly her dancing there at that time, was

confidered by all well bred perfons as a favour.

She was accordingly the firft lady afked, after

thofe of precedence had danced ; and then flie

danced a minuet, as void of any flourifhes, as

it was full of grace and elegance ; but behold !

the next lady afked, refufed ! what ! dance af-

ter Madame Violette ? Mr. Nafh took care flie

mould
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mould not dance then, nor at any fubfequent

ball, and Mifs returned to her Papa, an Iron-

monger at Saliibury, without fhewing the

beauxs of Bath, what an ear flie had for the

muficks, for Mils had learnt to play upon the

fpinnet, as well as the fpinning wheel. Having

mentioned the late Duke of Hamilton, I can-

not deny myfelf the pleafure of recording a

lingular inftance of the quicknefs of his parts,

and the readinefs of his addrefs. When he

firft went to Edinburgh with his handfome

Duchefs ; his country folks charged them both

with fhewing too much hauteur, not only in

public, but even at their own table ; a charge

which his Grace, one would think could not

merit. However a prodigal Laird, not long

defcended from the mountains, who thought

himfelf as guede a chceld as any Duke or Laird

on earth, determined to put his Grace to fhame

at a public ball given at Holy Rood Houfe.

After the whole nobleffe of Edinburgh were

feated, and the mufic waiting to ftrike up, on

the entre of their two Graces, a rumour was heard

at the lower end of the room,—here comes

the Duchefs—here comes the Duchefs, and

accordingly the crowd of gentlemen, moved

to the right and left, to give her Grace a

paffage,
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paffage, amidft their humble and bended bo-

dies, but before her Grace had been feated at

the upper end five minutes, a fecond alarm was

announced, here comes the Duke—here comes

the Duke,—the avenue was again cleared for

his Grace's entrance, by all but the Highland

Laddy mentioned above, but he turning his

back to the door, and fetting his arms a kimbo,

placed himfelf in the very center of the Gang

way. The Duke inftantly perceived who it

was ; and why it was ; fo walking ftedfaftly

up, linked his arm under his champion's, fay-

ing Mackittrick how do you do ? and keeping

him in familiar converfation till he had led

him to the upper end of the room, and joined

his Duchefs, and there left Jemmy to walk back

again, an object of as much contempt, when
he appeared as the village doctor before Lord

Moreton to whom one would think he had

been formerly a Lacque.-f

f During the diipute between the author of thefe meets and the

Doclor, the following grub was handed about the City of Bath. How
or why a man educated at the only univerfity in Britain, capable of

turning out able Fbyficiaiu, could luipeft the grub to allude to him, I can-

not fay, but he certainly offered a reward in the Bath Chronicle of fifty

pounds to difcover the author, he is therefore now informed gratis, that

Joe Aliilar was the author, and P. Thickneile the editor.

A CAUTION
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A CAUTION to thi CAUTIONED, A true Talc told by Lord

M——R—N, AddrefTed to a Medical AJaJin, and a Foolofyhcr of

Bath:

f~^* OING fome years fince into Scotland, faid his lordfhip, I (topped

^-* early at a fmall town in the north of England, it being winter,

and a long evening before me, I confulted my landlord, what chance I

had of finding in that town, a fociable companion to fup with me ; the

parfon, after whom I firft enquired, was juft dead ; the lawyer was gone

to London ; and in fhort, the doctor was the only man my landlord in-

formed me, who was genteel enough to be admitted. I accordingly

enquired his name, and fufpeeting thereby he was a North Briton, I

fent the compliments of a travelling ftranger to the doctor, and defired

the favor of his company at fupper with me ; the waiter foon informed

me, that the doctor was in the bar, for having learnt there, that I were

a lord, he waited for a fecond invitation ; upon his entering the room,

I perceived an uncommon degree of embaraflment in his countenance,

which I endeavored to remove by making an apology for the liberty I

had taken, and entreated him to fit down, and favor me with his com-

pany without ceremony ; ne,—ne,—replied the doctor, I rauft declenc

that owner no, no, doctor, pray be feated ; en troth my guede lord

you muft excufe me, for though your lordfliip do na hen me, yet I ken

your lordfhip rite well; de you not remember your auld fervant Jemmy

Macmurdith ? what do I fee Jemmy, in the capacity of a doctor of

phyfic !—foftly my guede lord, let me whefer a word in your lugg, fpeak

low left our landlord Ihould hear what pafTes ; it is your auld fervant

Jemmy who now (lands before you ;—well Dr. Jemmy faid my lord,

fit down, however, and let me hear without referve, how you became

a practitioner in phyfic
; Jemmy then acquainted his Lordfliip, that

his houfe (reward having hjl zfler fpoon the day before he left his Iord-

fhip's fervice, refufed to give him a character, and being out of employ,

he entered on board a Guinea man, in the (lave trade, and having, fays

he, a Icttcl laitin as ye know my lord, we awe have in my guts, I foon

perfuaded our South Brdan furgeon, that I knew a little of phefyeck alfo,

and he gave up the care of awe the black devils to me, from Geucne to

Antigua. .well, and were you fuccefsful in your firft outfet ? in troth

no my lord, I wasgtlty of manifolderrors, and we loft more than a moiety

of our living cargo ; but forturmtly for poor Jemmy, the furgeon himftlf,

.'tbo' I did the beft I could for h«m) died the very d;.y wc c.ift ancor at

Antigua,
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Antigua, and I returned to Bretan in the capacity of furgeon's mate, and

then got another ftation to the fame demote, as full furgeon ; thcs my
lord, put fbme money in my pocket, and when I returned I purchafed

a deplema, and have pradtifed now feven years in this town, and the

hamlets rouud about, as a regular pbefecian ; well Jemmy and I hope,

laid my lord, with better fuccefs than on your fouthern excursions ?

in troth, my lord no, 1 have nothing to boaft of in that way neither

;

but however, let me tell your lordfliip, that I have pretty well revenged
]

the battle of Flo-wden Field,

A ROBBERY



.V)So

ROBBERY

COMMITTED BY THE LATE ALDERMAN K N.

JlVIR. K n, having a pleafure yatch of his

own, often made a trip in her with a few

friends to Calais, Boulonge, &c. and hap-

pened to arrive at Calais, juft as I was re-

turned from my Spanilli Tour to Montfer-

rat. At this time I had engaged an Artifl to

engrave, from a painting 1 had got executed

at Lyons, a view of that extraordinary moun-

tain, and which I wanted an opportunity of

fending lafe to England. The late Mr. Red-

mond Simpfon, of the Queen's band of mufic,

being
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being in the Alderman'sfuite and a careful ho-

neft man, I defired him to take charge of it to

London, and to deliver it to my departed and

valuable friend Mr. Alexander Whitchurch,

who had promifed to fuperintend the execution

of the plate ; Mr. Simpfon, therefore placed

the picture with great care, under the green

baize, and the uppermoft article in his port-

manteau. The cuflom houfe officers at Dover

knowing their men, merely for form fake, meant

only to lift up the covers of the Alderman and

his friend's trunks, but could not even do that

without the picture appearing, and then they

were, reluctantly enough, obliged to feize it;

in vain did poor Simpfon plead his readinefs to

forfeit every thing which was his own, pro-

vided the picture, another man's property,

and for fo particular a purpofe, could be deli-

vered up, but all was ineffectual, the picture

was feized as contraband, and could not be re-

ftored
;
poor Redmond related his grievances

pathetically to the good natured Alderman,

but nothing could be done. The next morn-

ing, Mr. K n, vifited the cuflom houfe,

and after talking with the colle&or and the

other officers on different fubjects, pray faid

that gentleman fhew me the picture of Mont-

ferrat, which you feized yefterday ; it was ac-

cordingly
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cordingly produced, he took a flight view of it,

and then entered upon fome other fubject, till

at length, bufinefs called the officers to different

part of the office, and then Mr. K n rolled

up the picture, put it under his arm, and

walked off with it ! a circumftance which pro-

bably was full as agreeable to the officers who
had feized it, (for it was of no real- value) as

it was to Mr. Simpfon who had it, and to whom
it was reftored. If this was a crime, it was a

crime which muft be regiftered among the many
generous and benevolent crimes Mr. K —n,

was frequently committing, by relieving thofe

who were diftreffed in either body, mind, or

purfe ; he perceived how hurt his friend Simp-

fon was, and would have given the beft picture

in his houfe to redeem his friend from fuch

anxious concern, fuch was the difpofition of

a gentleman, taken off in the prime of life,

loved and lamented by all who knew him.

ANECDOTE
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ANECDOTE

HALF PAY LIEUTENANT OF THE BRITISH NAVY.

W HEN I had the honour of fpending a few

months in the King's Bench Prifon, (an honour

I am difpofed to hope my candid readers may
be induced to think I was led Into from not being

properly fupported for doing my duty with pro-

priety as a foldier, and with decency as a fub-»-

jecl:,) * I declined during thofe three months,

any the leaft acquaintance, with that clafs of

people called the gentlemen of the Bench, though

many of them were in the very laced waiftcoats

A a which

* Perhaps I might (however wrong it certainly would have heen)

have confined Captain Lynch before, but that I had reafon to think

Lord Anfon might have landed the Queen at the Fort, certain I am

that the Fort could have accommodated her Mujefty better than any

toonfc in Harwich.
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which had procured them their outward doub-

lets ; indeed a volunteer female prifoner who ac-

companied me thither, and a numerous train

of vifitors would have prevented me, had I

been difpofed to aflbciate with a worfe clafs of

people than even Captain Dunn, or thefcratch-

ingfamily of cock lane. This rendered me rather

obnoxious to the laced coat gentry, to not one

of whom I ever fpoke. About a fortnight be-

fore the day of my enlargement, my female

friend left me to prepare a King's Garrifon, for

the reception of a King's Bench Prifoner ! Such

are the vicifiitudes of human life ! During this

laft fortnight of my durance, I had leifure to

look about me, as far as the walls of a prifon

extended ; and though I doubt not there were

many wretched beings among my fellow pri-

foners, one only ftruck my attention, fuffici-

ently to promote a defire of fpeaking to him
;

he always walked alone, fmoaked his pipe, and

had the appearance of a reduced tradefman. I

invited him to drink a ghfs of wine with me,

and found that his mind and his affairs were

foon to be made eafy, I offered him a little pre-

fent afliftancc, which he declined, and defired

I would beftow my attention upon a prifoner

who was under the fame roof with me, a

Lieutenant of a man of war who had told him,

that
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that when my dinner was brought up ftairs,

fuch was his extreme hunger, that he was

often obliged to run down, and walk in the

garden, to avoid even the fmell of it ; I defired

him immediately to wait upon that gentleman,

and to beg the favor of his company to eat a

bit of cake and drink a glafs of wine with us,

which he often did, and the following is the

ftate of his cafe, He was a man of neither

family, nor intereft, but the late gallant Ad-

miral Bofcowen, had taken notice of him as

a very active good feaman, brought him

aft upon the quarter deck, and promoted

him by degrees to the rank of a Lieutenant.

After the peace, being upon half pay, and

much better acquainted with Neptune and

JElous, than the artifices of women, as he

was fauntring about the royal exchange he faw

a weeded widow leaning over a hatch, over

which was written in letters of gold

Assurance Office. Pray Madam faid my

Lieutenant, what is it you infure ? Ships, Sir,

from the dangers of the fea, &c. a further con-

vention enfued, and old Mrs. Affurance invit-

ed the young Lieutenant, in to drink tea with

her. The Lieutenant, who was rather before

hand with his half pay agent, thought he had

found a good peace birth on more, made pro-

A a i pofals
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pofals to the old lady, married her, and the

next week was conducted to an apartment

near mine, in the ftate houfe of St. George's

Fields for her debts. I pitied him, and fo I

am fure will the reader, and therefore I told the

public in a letter printed in the St. James's

Chronicle, that being the inhabitant of a goal,

and the day of my liberation near at hand, I

had depofited a few guineas in Mr. Davis's

hands, Bookfeller in Sackville Street, to begin

a fubfeription, which I hoped the public would

confider due to a young man who had deferved

well of his country in war, but now fhut up

in a prifon, and who had loft his only patron

and friend the gallant Admiral Bofcawen ; in

fhort I fo ftated his cafe, that Mrs. Bofcawen

happened to hear of it, and finding it to be

truly ftated, fhe nobly fupported the collection,

and I had not only the pleafure of feeing my

lieutenant liberated before I obtained my own,

but when I did, I quitted the goal, on that ac-

count, with the eclat of a general huzza, of

my fellow prifoners, at the head of which,

was a late Wefcniinfter yujlice of peace^ other-

wife I make no doubt 1 fhould have expe-

rienced the very reverfe, for I had now and

then a letter thruft under my door, to remind

u;e that I was a criminal prisoner, and

ought
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ought to be put on the common fide, not to

mix with the gentlemen of the Bench, who
only had been guilty of defrauding every

tradefman who were weak enough to give

them credit, for what they knew they were

unable to pay.

A DANGEROUS
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DANGEROUS MOB, OF BATH,

BESET THE AUTHOR'S HOUSE AT BATH-HAMPTON.

OOON after I had publifhed the Profe Bath

Guide, in which I had told fome tales out of

fchool, that proved offenfive to fome Butchers

and difhoneft tradefmen ; the mob, like Lord

George Gordon's, (who always hold out falfe

colours) affembled to the amount of fome hun-

dreds, in order to befet my houfe, or deftroy

me, under the pretence, that I had caufed my
man to be treacheroufly impreffed at Briftol.

In order to explain this matter, it may be

neceffary to fay, that being in want of a man
fervant who could occafionally work in my
garden ; an innocent pretty country wench,

then in my family, embraced that favorable

opening to recommend her fweet heart, the

confequence
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confequence of which was what I expected,

that Betty would foon become thin about the

mfe, and thick about the ivaift, but before poor

Betty's diforder appeared, John informed me
that his father and brothers with-held from

him fifty pounds, and would neither pay him

principal nor intereft, and that he had no other

fecurity than a note of hand ; but upon the

note being produced, I found he had not even

that, for it had neither name nor date to it

!

Such a fliameful piece of bufmefs, I thought

too grofs to let pafs unnoticed, I therefore em-

ployed a reputable attorney, and put John's

fifty pounds fafe into his pocket. Soon after

this tranfaclion, it appeared that John had

given Betty a note of word only, that he would

marry her, but having found out tlw riddle

without the afiiftance of the parfon of the pa-

rifh, he would not Jign it. I took occafion to

talk ferioufly to him upon this fubject ; offered

a two guinea wedding dinner in my -orchard,

for him and his friends, but all to no purpofe
;

I then obferved, that as I had rendered him a

piece of juftice, I would endeavour alfo, to

render juftice to the woman he had fo highly

injured, and accordingly went to Briftol, and

fettled my plan of operation with the Lieute-

nant of a preft gang, obtaining at the fame

time
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time his promife, that if the man agreed to

marry the girl, he mould difmifs him. The

next day I took John to Briftol with me, and

the Lieutenant took him on board a Tender.

Soon after my return, being, at Bath, a mile

and a half from my houfe at Bath Hampton,

I was informed, that a mob, confifting of fome

hundreds, were gone to pull my houfe down,

I immediately ordered a chaife from York

Houfe, to fetch my wife and two daughters

to town, and followed the empty chaife on

horfe back, previoufly putting piftols to my
faddle, I found men, women and children fit-

ting upon the road fide, and afking them what

occafion brought them thither, they informed

me, IJhouldfoon know, and as I paffed a mow,
two men upon the top of it, ftruck their forks

down at me with fuch force, that had either

of them hit me or my horfe, it might have

deftroyed us, when I came within a quarter of

a mile of Bath Hampton, I heard the fhouting

of voices, rattling of tins, founding of horns,

&c. and upon an hundred yards nearer ap-

proach, I faw a grimalkin hanging in a tree,

which I fuppofed to be a reprefentation of the

offender. Upon entering the town neither

I, nor the chaife, could hardly approach my
houfe, for the numbers which furrounded it

;

I faid



( 3«' )

I faid nothing however, till I had put my fa-

mily into it, and feen them drove off towards

Bath. The mob were all infantry, except one

horfe mounted by a fecond reprefentative of

the culprit. Upon fuch occafions as thefe, in

fpite of whatever apprehenfions may lurk in

the bofom, the iafeft way is, to pretend at leaft,

not to be apprehenfive of perfonal danger ; I

therefore ftood my ground, till all the mobility

had gathered und me, and then with the

appearance of good temper, afked them the

caufe of their aflem . and whether they

had any thing to charge i le with, from which

I could not defend and juftify myfelf. They

faid I had, in a moft treacherous manner, ta-

ken my fervant with me to Briftol, and fent

him out to buy lemons, in order to throw him

into the hands of a prefs gang, who had con-

fined him on board a Tender. As all things

under the fun are governed by women, and

as many of my affembly were of that fex, I

confidered it fofe/i, (for I did not think myfelf

fafe) to appeal to them, I obferved that many

of them knew our Betty, that fhe was a hand-

fome, and I will add faid I, a virtuous girl, that

John had, under the moft folemn promifes of

marriage, feduced and ruined her, and now re-

fufed to fulfil his engagements, that I had ren-

dered
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dered him fervices, and now wifhed to do fo

by the woman he had fo highly injured. And
as we were in fight of the tree where my effigies

was fufpended by a rope, I took occafion to

obferve, that by the laws of this country, no

man ought either to be condemned, or exe-

cuted without a tryal, and a jury of his coun-

trymen ; but as they hanged mejir/l, I begged

they would try me afterwards, and inftantly

declared my willingnefs to have a jury of

twelve women impannelled upon the fpot, and

that I would fubmit to a tryal, and to the fen-

tence of that female jury; for I began to per-

ceive approbation from every female eye ; thus

encouraged, I further allured them, that I was

fo confident of my own innocence, and their

impartial juftice, that I would no longer fit

amidfl fo many of countrymen armed, as if 1

were afraid, but truft my perfon wholly to

their difpofal, and accordingly threw my piftols

over the hedge. I then re-pleaded the conduct

of the bafe deceiver, touched upon the be-

trayed beauty and innocence of the deluded

girl (the cafe probably of all my jury, if not of

all the females prefent) and in fhort, I was not

only acquitted with honour, but I had the

pleafure of feeing m\jclf cut down from the fa-

tal tree, at the root of which the next day I

placed
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placed a barrel of ale, and I and my neighbours

become better friends than ever. It was the

fenfe however of my jury (may I call them my
constituents?; that John mould be liberated, I

therefore wrote to Lord Sandwich (a facetious

clever man) fuch a letter as I thought a proper

one upon fuch an occafion to him, and obferved

therein, that though it might feem a matter of

no confequence to his Lordfhip, to whom I was

unknown, whether I died in my bed, or was

knocked on the head by an enraged mob, yet

I begged leave to obferve, that as it was mobb-

ing time; a mob which began with me, might

end with his Lordihip ; and I hoped therefore

he would order the man to be difcharged. It

is a pleafant thing to tranfact bufinefs with a

man of fenfe and difcernment, Lord Sandwich

inftantly ordered the man's difcharge, before he

was under the neceflity of flying from a mob
himfelf, of greater magnitude in London; with-

out time, fcarce to put on his breeches. Such

a man mould always be pirst lord of the ad-

miralty. The man was accordingly difcharged,

and Lord George's mob, foon after, convinced

his Lordfhip, that my obfervation was not al-

together illfounded. It is a pleafant thing I fay

to have dealings with a man of fenfe. Lord

Sandwich felt the truth of my obfervation, he

|aw
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faw the reafonablenefs of my requeft, and

though he did not apprehend any perfonal dan-

ger to himfelf, he did as he would be done un-

to, fuch men mould always be at the head of

every department. Men of fenfe and fpirit,

arc infinitely fuperior to your fine fmooth

flowerly Orators or ciaiTical fcholars. Sir John

Barnard, without much of either, faid more

to the purpofe in plain language, than half the

Orators of the prefent Century ; we frequently

fee men as great coxcombs in language, as we

do others in drefs.

SINGULAR
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SINGULAR

LAW ANECDOTE.

1 HAVE faid above, that in money matters I

have been always unfortunate, but I mull re-

call that expreflion; I once in my life was for-

tunate, and that too, under the guidance of

a lawyer! but I muft firft obferve, that I had

put a chancery fuit into the hands of an emi-

nent lawyer who treated me with venifon and

turtle, and who kept me at bay, till he wanted

to make two pea/ants in Languedoc, (if they

were to be found) parties to my bill. I knew
nothing of law, but I knew that I had no bufi-

nefs with Mejfrs. Saboe whatever he had, fo I

called for my bill, paid him fifty three pounds,

and found myfelf juft where I was, and as I

was, except the lofs of my fifty three pounds,

and
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and the lofs of time alfo. Under this dilemma

I happened to fee an advcrtifement in the daily

advertifer, which began thus. " The dillicul-

" ties, diftreffes, cmbaraflments of law affairs,

" &c. fpeedily adjufted by O. Q^ who was to

" be fpoke with every day on certain hours at

" a coffee houfe upon London Bridge." De-

termining that O. Q^ fhould neither tofs me
into the Thames, nor jockey 'me out of another

fifty three pounds, I waited upon him, and

told him what my diftreffes and embarafments

were, and defired he \yov\&fpeedily adjujl them.

Mr. O. Q^ gave me a very patient hearing, and

then with much feemin^ candour and ins:enu-

cufnefs informed me, that he thought my caufe

a very good one, but of too great a magnitude

for him to undertake, obferving that they only

did little matters in the conveyancing way,

fee. I was pleafed with the fimplicity of his

manners, treated him with a difh of chocolate,

and took my leave; but before I had got terra

firma under my feet, Mr. 0. ^purfued, over-

took and thus addreffed me,—" It is plain Sir

by your application to me, an utter ftranger,

that you do not know a proper folicitor in

chancery to undertake your caufe, and there-

fore as I told you before, though it is too much
for
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tor us to undertake, yet I can introduce you

to a gentleman of refpectable character, of long

and experienced practice in the court of chan-

cery, who will undertake it, and who will car-

ry it to a hearing more expeditiously than any

man in England ; do not faid he rely upon my
word, but enquire his general character and

abilities of his neighbours, I will inftantly wait

upon you to his houfe, and did fo, and there

I found a man of a certain age, with an eye as

brilliant as a hawk's, and as deep as a well,

with whom my conductor left me, and to

whom I communicated my claim, and the

manner I had left my venifon lawyer. Have

you paid him Sir faid he ? I have ; then Sir

your caufe is a good one, and I am faithfully

at your fervice.

It was now I thought my turn to queftion

him ; how came Mr. O. (^ faid I, to bring me
to you ? I do not know, for the man is ahwft

a ftranger to me.—Pray Sir what do you think

your bill may amount to, in doing this "bufi-

nefs ? I cannot tell, but at moft fifty or fixty

pounds, not more, then Sir inftead of treating

me,

' Mr. P—e was well known to a gentleman who now refides at

Bath.
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me with turtle and venifon, I will treat you

with a draft on Mr. Hoare for an hundred

guineas to be paid the day after a decree is

made, whether I fuccecd or not.—That replied

my Hawk's eyed folicitor, is very handfomely

laid, but it is irregular, and much more than

my bill can amount to, but reft aflured, I will

execute the bufinefs with fpeed and punctuality,

and he did fo ; for by preienting a petition to

the mailer of the Rolls, fettinsc forth that I

was an officer going abroad, that it was a mat-

ter of great importance to me and my family,

to be decided before I went, he got it heard

at the matter's houfe (Sir John Strange) pre-

vious, I think to feventy caufes which ftood

before it, and in three months time, I had a

decree in my favor, and the fonie thoufand

pounds in my pocket. MefTrs. Wilbarham

and Willes were my council, and it had nearly

taken an unfavorable turn by the well meant,

but ill managed pleading of my old fchool fel-

low, but as his father wras an intimate friend

of my fathers, kind to all his children, and had

allowed me to lend my folicitor from time to

time, to coniult with him during the proceed-

ings, (befide having given his fon the ufual

fees) as ibon as the caufe was decided, I put a

handfome filvcr bread bafket upon his fide

beard,
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board, as a further mark of my regard to his

family. A mark however, that gentleman

overlooked, when he accepted Lord Orwell's

two guineas, to become an advocate againft me,

in a caufe which merited rather the appella-

tion of a perfecution than a profecuthn ; indeed it

was after the death of his venerable father
;

he would not ; he durft not, have taken it had

his father been living. If the reader has not

already found out Mr. O. "Q/s riddle, I will

give him the fblution of it ; O. <X was CK in

the corner to my folicitor, or what is vulgarly

called, Barker, to that excellent and adroit

lawyer, for during my attendance upon Mr.

P e, I often obferved Mr. CK coming or

going, with I prefume other (^ in the corner

bufinefs ; and now as Mackittrick has faid that

Mr. Foot, of facetious memory, obferved that

I am as ftupid as an owl, and as fenfelefs as a

goofe ; I cannot deny myfelf the pleafure of

relating one inftance of the juftnefs of his ob-

fervation. This fame Mr. Foot, took it into

his head, when he firft opened his very hu-

mourous and entertaining mode of giving cho-

colate to his morning vifitors ; of taking off

as the phrafe is Mr. Counfellor W—s, in the

tryal of 3etty Canning of infamous .memory,

B b and
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and by taking the advantage alfo of his fqueek-

ing voice, and effiminate face, when crofs exa-

mining the witnefles, in what manner their

toaft and butter was ferved up, or whether

buttered on bothfides^ or only on one, fet the

fon of my refpe&able friend in a very ridicu-

lous light, foon after which, Foot, having ob-

tained a licence for the little Hay market

theatre, I was informed he intended to enter-

tain his company there alfo, with a repetition

of that crofs examination the firft night of his

opening the theatre, I therefore went early to

the houfe, got behind the fcenes and procured

an audience with Mr. Foot, I then told him,

no man either in the theatre, nor out of it, felt

or enjoyed his humourous pleafantry more

than I did, when it was exercifed to mark,

either wicked or infamous characters, but that

when he brought before the public, men of

refpectability, remarkable only for the imper-

fections of their perfbns or intellectual faculties,

no man could fee them with more abhorrence,

and as I underftood he intended that night to

exhibit a gentleman who came under one of

thofc denominations, defired he would well

conjider what he was about, alluring him if he

did I would take the fenfe of the houfe upon

it.
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it, and if they would not refent it, I would.

I then retired to a place I had fecured in a box,

near the ftage, in which I found Mr. W s

brother, and with whom I had the pleafure of

•partaking of the evening entertainment, with-

out any thing pafling, either painful to him,

or to myfelf ; and I am glad of this occafion

to record fuch an inftance of Mr. Foot's pru-

dence, good fenfe, and found judgment. The

night before my tryal came on at St. Edmund's

Bury, I wrote a letter to the following pur-

pofe to Mr. W s.

SIR,

" It has been a matter of much furprife and

concern, to many of my friends, and to fome

of yours, that the fon of Lord Chief Juftice

Willes, whofe favour, friendfhip and kindnef-

fes, were always open to me and to all my fa-

mily, fhould engage in a paltry and oppreffive

caufe againft an old fchool fellow, and there-

fore you will excufe me, if I relate a caufe in

which I was engaged in, for; not against

you." I then related what had palfed behind

the fcenes, between me and Mr. Foot, and fug-

gefted, that which it probably prevented paf-

fing before them. Mr. Willes, who was a good

B b 2 tempered
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tempered man, felt I believe very awkward

upon receiving fuch an unexpected piece of in-

formation, for he inftantly came to my lod-

gings, and I believe would have thrown up
his brief, had I admitted him, I believe it,

becaufe when I appeared to receive the gentle

punijhments for my offences, at the bar of the

King's Bench, he did refufe his brief, and

thereby offended Lord Orwell, more than, he

did even the " falfe, fcandalous and infamous

" libeller" he had convicted at St. Edmund's

Bury. I muft alfo do Mr. Willes the juftice

to fay, that I never faw him after this tranf-

action, either in or off the Bench, that he did

not convince me, that he was either afhamed

or forry, for what had paffed. I will not at-

tribute that colour which flufhed in his cheeks

upon thofe occafions, to have arofe from anger,

becaufe when I had the honor of meeting him

and his lady at Lord Kilmorrey's table, he was

uncommonly polite to me, nor was Mrs. Willes

lefs fo to Mrs. ThicknefTe ; indeed he was pleaf-

ed to tell me it was right, that he fhould be

counfel againji mei becaufe I might be very Aire,

that nothing would be faid fevere to me upon

the occaiion, and I mult own, I was never wider

any apprehenjions that heivould : but as that try a!

coft
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coft me a thoufand pounds, I could not help

thinking Mr. Willes, fliould have had fome

little confideration for my own bread bajket^ as

well as for that which I prefented to him.

A DIGRESSION.
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A

DIGRESSION.

1 HAT Lord Audley might have it in his

power to return me the thoufand pounds, or

infure his life againft mine, lead I might out-

live him, and thereby out-live the real want

of the jjfty pounds a year, I could not have

wanted during my old age, if I had not been

too forward in making his youthful days more

happy. I fent him that chapter in which he

and his brother make no confpicuous a figure

;

but the only notice taken of it, is contained

in the following anonymous letter, I juft re-

ceived from his baby brother Philip.

Mr. Touchers compliments to Mr. Thicknefle,

Senior, begs leave to recommend to him to

erafe certain words which he aflerts were inferted

in an affidavit written by himfelf, though he feems

now
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now to have totally forgot both the writer and

the words expreffedtherein, namely ; "ftttinghim

" Mr. T. Junior, on a run away horje; and like-

" wife his being of the age of nineteen or twenty,

" as there is not the moft diftant hint of the

" former, the latter being totally falfe, as will

" appear by comparing the time Mr. T- was
" born with the date of the affidavit, the firft

" was in 1760 the latter dated 1778, which

" makes it clear he was but eighteen years ofage
<fi when he was compeWd to take it, truth will be

" truth, tho* every power may be made ufe of

" to oppofe it. And therefore if Mr. T. Senior,

" does not erafe thofe words, the original afE-

u davit ihall be laid before the public to confute

« him. #

" And if he pleafes this alfo may be inferted,

<6 as he feems to be very barren for even

" decent matter to fill up his catch penny publi-

" cation.

London, Nov. 29* 1788.

" On perufing this catch penny performance

" further, Mr. Thicknefie, Senior, aflerts po~

" fitively,

* Mr. Touchet is requefted to publifli the affidavit, he was compelled

to make at only the age of eighteen, it was read by Mr. Wright in his

prefencc, and I believe Mr. Wright knows he made no more objeftiaa Uf

/"wear it, than he has cow to break it,
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" fttiveh, page two hundred and eighty-five*

" that it was not at the age of eighteen,

" the oath was taken, which proves he was
" afham'd of it, as well he mightr and alfo his

f
f total difregard to even the fhadow of

" truth
!"

To this infolent letter I mall only obferve,

that it is probable the caufe of his making that

affidavit about the run away horfe, may not be

inferted in the affidavit, and that the baby was

only eighteen years of age when I compelled him

to make it, but he was an independent baby,

and furely would not have made it without

fome real or imaginary caufe ; has he forgot

the day on which Lord Audley urged him to

go to Sandridge Hill with him, and why I made

them both give their word and honour that

he mould return the fame night to Bath ? but

finding he did not return, I fent an exprefs

from York Houfe the fame night, and when

the brothers came the next day, did he not tell

me what an efcape he had had, from a ftone

quarry which had fallen in upon both, and nearly

deftroyed him ? why was that exprefs fent ?

I believe Mr. Lucas of York Houfe knows, I

am fure he knows, that an exprefs was fent,

and Mrs. Thickneffe and I are both ready to

fvveav
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fwear that he charged his brother Lord Audley

with thofc two acts offraternal affeclion. I hope

neither were true, and as he was known
throughout Bath, and at Moore's academy,

by the name of the BruJfelFs Gazette^ it is.

very probable both were falfe, nor will he

dare to fay he did not write to his brother

and renounce him, and all correfpondence

whatever with him. Why fhould I have laid

the elder brother under fuch a reftraint ; but

that the younger had told me of the horfe expe-

dition^ and his fears ? could a baby only eighteen

years of age have been prevailed upon, to ex-

hibit fo d ble a charge againft his brother

without any foundation ? Yes he might, be-

caufe he has exhibited as vile a one againft his

father, does he even attempt to deny it in his

infolent letter ? a fon who would dare to infult

his father with fuch letters, and fuch crimes,

as he has done, might eafily be wicked enough

to charge his brother as falfly, and I am now
much inclined to believe the ftory of the run

away horfe, is a wicked falfhood. It is a fad,

a melancholy reflection, but what my brother

(who has had hundreds of children fays, I feat-

is too true) Did you ever faid he, know inde-

pendent children behave otherwife to parents

:

no, I reply I never did, but I never knew or

heard of independent children charging their

parents
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parents with committing forgery, taxing them

with cruelty, and yet giving them notes of

hand, for five hundred guineas, value receiv'd,

for an eflate before it was conveyed, and with-

out mentioning the conditions, there is fome-

thing novel in fuch deeds, is there not young

Mr. Touchet ?

A SINGULAR

gj* The above infolent letter has determined me to negociate the

young gentleman's note of hand, and then if he dares, he may try the

validity of it.



( 379 )

A SINGULAR

INSTANCE OF

MINISTERIAL JUSTICE.

a ART of a marching regiment being on duty

at Land Guard Fort, under my command, an

officious and over pious Major, commanding

the other part of it at Ipfwich, wrote to the

Secretary at war, Lord Barrington, complain-

ing that the deputy chaplain to the garrifon,

not only omitted his duty there on week days,

but frequently on the Sabbath, without even

mentioning the matter to the deputy, whom
he faw every day, and who lived in the fame

city! Lord Barrington did not reply to the

pious Major, but wrote to me to know with

whom the neglect lay, whether with the pro-

per chaplain, or the deputy ? I informed his

lordfliip that it was a queftion difficult to anfwer,

but a complaint I apprehend improperly lodged,

that
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that the neglect, if any, was in the deputy,

but fubmitted it to his lordfliip's confideration,

whether it were not the duty of the regiment

chaplain, to attend his own corps, and not ex-

pect it to be done by the Fort chaplain, without

fome recompence; and whether Mr. Lloyd, the

proper chaplain, who was Rector of Rotherham

in Yorkfhire; who had a good paternal for-

tune—who was chaplain alfo to a regiment,

and who had never even feen Land Guard

Fort, ought not to allow his deputy the whole

pay, inftead of one milling a day? and laftly

whether a gentleman could be expected to ride

fix and twenty miles, two or three times a

week, for fo fmall a pittance? Lord Barring-

ton in reply to this reprefentation, defired I

would recommend a proper perfon, to be ap-

pointed chaplain to the garrifon, and faid he

would move the King to fuperfede Mr. Lloyd,

1 therefore recommended the deputy, who
had been fo unhandfomely complained of, as an

iioneft fenfible man, with a large family, and

much to the honour of Lord Harrington's

head and heart he did fo ; Mr. Layton was ap-

pointed chaplain, and was paid a milling a day

alfo, by the regiment's chaplain for doing his

duty. The Major whofe duty led him fo much

iiftray upon this occafion, was foon after called

upon
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upon to anfwer at a Court Martial, for a crime

of too deep a nature to be mentioned here,

and fuch as led him further a fields for rather

than appear before the Court Martial, he quitt-

ed his country in order to avoid the fhame and

confequences of fuch a horrid charge. This

fhews that whenever a man pretends to appear

better than his neighbours, there is much rea-

fon to fufpect him fomewhat worfe, a drunken

man is always acling the part of a fober one;

nor was this the only initance I could give of

Lord Barrington's impartial juftice, for when

a whole corps had ignorantly united to fend

my garrifon orders to Lord Barrington, as be-

ing unwarrantable, and exercifing a power not

vefted with me, in order to be laid before the

King, which they told me they had done, and

lamented the confequence, becaufe 1 had in

my private capacity (hewn them many marks

of politenefs, Lord Barrington informed them

that there were none of thofe orders which

were not right and proper, and that he was

forry to find that any troops in the Britifh

Army were fo ignorant of their duty, as not

to know, that the governor of a garrifon had

the indiiputable command of every officer and

foldier doing duty therein. Truth however

compels me to fay, that I fhould at this day

have
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have been in the fame command, had not Lord

Barrington wrote me fuch a letter, as I thought

incompatible with my honour to ferve any

longer, under fuch reftrictions, which he had

the candour to inform me, he had recom-

mended to the King to lay me under ; and

though I do not believe he meant me any in-

jury thereby, yet it was fuch, that an igno-

rant attorney of Ipfwich, conftrued as a dif-

miffion from the fervice, but the block-head

has been often guilty of miftakes, though not

of fo deep a dye, as the miftakes of his infamous

par/on brother. I therefore told his lordfhip if

I might not be permitted to fell my commiflion,

I would refign it. I was told that was impof-

fible, but Lord Rockingham (it was in his vir-

tuous administration) was kind enough to

let me refign it, with a recompence of two

thoufand four hundred pounds from the pre

fent pofleflbr, Captain Singleton,

A MADMAN
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MADMAN

CONCEALS HIMSELF BY NIGHT, IN THEAUTHOR'S HOUSE.

ABOUT the year 1747, I rented a houfe of

Mr. Johnny Wadman's, at Old Sarum, it was a

cottage in the form of a roman L, in which

my man fervant's bed-chamber was at the ex-

tremity of the upper limb of the L, over the

brew houfe, and quite detached from the other

part of the family, the man going into his bed-

chamber without a candle, about ten o'clock,

during the longeft fummer days, faw a human
figure fitting in the chair by his bed-fide, high

over which was the only window in the room

;

but what added to his fright exceedingly was,

that the figure appeared to have two heads!

one leap I believe brought him down flairs,

and he really appeared to me (with his porcu*

pine head of hairj as terrific as the two headed

monfter
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monfter had appeared to him. As foon as he
was able to fpeak, for he could riot at firft, he
informed me that a man, or a ghoft, having

two heads, was fitting by his bed-fide ! believ-

ing there was only one head, and that a bad
one, in the bufinefs, I went half way up the

ftairs but whether my heart failed me, or pru-

dence dictated, I cannot fay (perhaps both had

their fwayj I returned and took a highland broad

fword in my hand. On entering the room there

was light enough to perceive the double head-

ed monfter, but his hands and arms, being in

fhadow from the fituation of the chair under

the window, it was impoflible to fee whether

he had any other arms. He appeared quite mo-

tionlefs as I approached him, with my uplifted

fword, till I took him ftoutly by the collar,

and then his upper head fell to the ground, f

He made fome efforts to recover his bundle,

but would not fpeak a word, not even when

threatened and provoked to it, by fome fmart

blows, with the flat part of the fword blade.

Thus irritated by his obftinate filence, I brought

him down into the court yard, where there

was light fufficient to perceive he was a goodly

looking man about three fcore, decently drefl-

ed in grey cloaths, but flill regardlefs of my
threats,

f A Hurt or two, and (lockings.
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threats, he would not fpeak! at length he

pointed to the pump, tc which I led him, and

holding him faft, threw up fome water to the

fpout, and after he had drank of it, I again

alked him who and what he was, and why he

had concealed himfelf in my <houfe ? he then

replied with great moderation ; Sir, I have an

impediment in myfpeech—but is that a reafon you

mould fecret yourfelf in my fervant's bed.

chamber? why whofe houfe is this faid he,

and what is your name ? being told ; where

then faid he is my uncle Townlhend ? I re-

plied, that a gentleman had lived and died in

that houfe of the name of Townfhend, and

that I was tenant, and I Sir faid he am his heir,

and come to take pofleflion of my eftate. It

grew late by this time, and not knowing very

well what to do with this new heir and vifitor,

I took the liberty to lock him into a little temple

hard by, and told him he muft give fome more

fatisfactory account of his embaify before we
parted the next morning, though I began to

fufpecl his errand, was neither to rob or miir-

ther. Soon after I had fecured my prifoner,

a neighbouring farmer who had prudently heard

the buftle from a window out of which he

would only truft his head, (upon my telling

him what had palled under mine) faid he be-

C c lieved
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lieved he could in fome meafure account for it.

He faid that the deceafed Mr. Townfhend had

maintained an unfortunate nephew many years

in a mad houfe at Box, near Bath, and proba-

bly faid he this is the man who has broke out,

I never faw him, but if it be him, he is a cler-

gyman, and his name is Acourt. I inftantly re-

turned to my prifoner, and afking him his name

found the farmer's fuggeftion fo far right ; I

then opened the door, afked Mr. Acourt's par-

don, for the rough manner I had received him,

and pointed out the danger both he and I had

efcaped, by his coming to take poifeflion of his

fortune in fo private and dangerous a manner,

but as he was now in poffefiion of it, I begged

he would accept of the ufe of that bed which

he had chofen for himfelf, I then gave him

fome refrefliment, put him to bed, locked him

in, and fecured the door of the brew houfe be-

neath. While he was preparing for bed, he

told me he always flept in the parlour bed-

chamber in his Uncle's time, lent me his M. S.

fermons which he had wrote at Box, upon

condition that I would not take a copy, and to

me he was very civil and fenfible too, confider-

ing his condition, but he had told the fervants

he n-as not afo/dier, and did not like to be beat.

In the morning I found both doors broke open

and
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and my prifoner gone ; he returned however

at night, and lodged with me a confiderable

time, always enquiring whether an imaginary

wife from Frome had been to enquire for him

during the paft day. Pitying more than ad-

miring my new lodger, I applied to the Magis-

trates of Salifbury, to confine him, as there

was at that time a place for the reception of

fuch unfortunate people, but they either would

not, or could not perceive, that the poor man
was not as fenfible as they themfelves, though I

mewed them a hole in his fkull, in which might

be feen the working: of his brain ! he therefore

continued my nightly viiitor, (for I never faw

him during the day) till I was informed that

he had been Rector of Bridge Town in Barba-

does, and that the firft mark of his infanity ap-

peared by his tearing a young child limb from

limb. This alarming information to me and

my family, fome of whom were young chil-

dren, determined me to quit the houfe to the

ufe of the heir at law. The unfortunate man
however did not break cut of Box mad houfe,

he was turned out, but why he was turned out,

Mr. Wadman the other heir at law, muft explain,

I cannot ; for he quitted his abode reluctantly,

and the humane keeper of that houfe parted

with him reluctantly alfo, and gave him gold

C c 2 in
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in his pocket when they fo parted. And now,

being upon this, of all others, the moft melan-

choly fubject ; I cannot help mentioning a few

obfervations I have made on the conduct of

mad perfons. No man in his perfect fenfes

contrives to carry his defigns into execution,

with more craft, and fecrefy than mad men,

but however mifchievous or dangerous the

acts committed are, they never make any at-

tempts to efcape or to conceal it. Many of

them will converfe for hours together without

difcovering the leaft fymptom of a difordered

mind, unlefs that fubject which moft al'ects

them is mentioned. Mr. Gufialdi, Minifter

from Genoa to this country, with whom I

lived in intimacy in the year 1753, with whom
I often ate, and who was a very learned and

ingenious man, difcovered only one lingle

proof of being the leaft difordered, and that

was lamenting that he was immortal ! ! I can

not die faid he, that is my only misfortune.

Lord Ferrer's was a mad man, and fo is Lord

George G -n, the former was an object of

pity, the latter is fo, I do not know him,

but I lament that his confinement is not more

fuitable to the condition of his mind, and his

rank in life. Whom among us can fay that I

Hull not become a mifchievous mad man ? why
then
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then fhould mifchievous mad men fuffer mere

than thofe who are paflive ? The former furely

are the greateft objects of pity. It is afiions

more than words, by which the fane, from the

infane are to be known, a dangerous mad man
fliould be confined, but he mould not be pro-

voked to a greater degree, by infulting para-

graphs in news papers, or too fevere confine-

ment, it is enough that he be confined.

ANECDOTE
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ANECDOTE

OF OLD

LORD AND LADY THANET.

1 HAT Lord and Lady lived upon fuch bad

terms together many years, that at length they

could agree in nothing but to part, during the

negotiation of that bufinefs, which was tran-

facted at New Bottle in Northamtonfhire,

they both frequently vifited my brother and

filler Grey at Hinton, to confult about the

meafures each mould take, previous to the re-

paration. My Lady was lifter to the late Lady

Burlington, and reckoned a great wit, my Lord,

much addicted to long ftory telling, and that

garrulity generally attendant upon old age. In

one of my lady's confultations with Doctor

Grey, fhe told him fome very extraordinary

refolutions fhe was determined to take, and

the Dodor pofitively allured her, that if me
did,
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did, her Lord will do fo, and fo, in return

;

that is impolHble faid my lady he cannot, he

durft not ; fhe accordingly carried her plan into

execution and my Lord inftantly did as Doctor

Grey had foretold. My lady highly exafpe-

rated, wrote the Doctor the following letter.

Dear Doctor,

You told me if I did as I told you I would

do, my Lord would dofo andy2>, and fo he has,

which convinces me, that one tyger always

knows what another tyger will do; however

we both can agree to fee you when you have

leifure to vifit Dull-Bottle.*

I am dear Doclor,

Tour Friend, &c.

The Doctor's patron and friend Lord Crew,

buried his lady in Steane Chapel, the little

rectory mentioned before, and when Lady

Crew's monument was erected, he fre-

quently took the key, retired to the chapel,

and placed himfelf near her remains, and op-

polite

* Her ladyfhip always called Ne-w Bottle, Dull Bottle, where (he

declared (he had heard the fame dull ftories told over and over again fo

often, that it was one of her chief reafons of quitting her Lord and

Manfion, pray Mrs, Grey faid her ladylhip, has your hufband any one

ftory that he tells over and over again to every body who approaches

him? my fitter confelTed the Doctor had, and as the Doctor himfelf

can never relate it again, I will tell it the reader only once.
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pofite the monument, under which he directed

his own body to be placed; and there it^i^

prefumed, he often contemplated on mortal

men, and immortal life, but the fculptor hav-

ing put a very ghaflly grinning alabafter fkull

at the bottom of the monument, he took an

occafion to fay to Doctor Grey, I wifli Dick
that horrid fkull had not been placed there?

The Doctor, who affectionately loved the

bifhop, and wifhed to render his latter days as

eafy and happy as poflible, fent to Banbury for

the artift to confult with him whether it were

poflible to turn the fkull into a pleafing, inftead

of a difagreeable object? after much confidera-

tion the fculptor determined that the only

thing he could convert the fkull into, was a

bunch of grapes, and that was accordingly

done, and fo remains to this day, this was the

Doctor's ftory he fo often told.

THE
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THE

CONCLUSION.

A PARTICULAR friend of mine, fays he

is often afked. why I have fo many enemies? he

replied you mould afk me why he has fo few.

Some of the preceding anecdotes will account

for a numerous lift of them, but a man faid

he who lives in abfolute retirement, who never

goes into public fociety, and who never fpends

an evening out of his own houfe, can only

look for friendfhip among a few old acquain-

tance; but I could have furnilhed him with a

much ftronger reafon, which is that I am
known to write occafionly in a public paper, and

confequently every rafcal, (and there are afew
in the world) becomes of courfe my enemy. I

never made any fecret that I aflifted the St.

James's Chronicle, becaufe I have made it an

invariable
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invariable rule, not to make any perfonal at-

tack upon the character or conduct of any man,

without leaving my name with the printer, or

being ready to acknowledge myfelf the author

if called upon for an explanation, if they were

perfons who were efteemed men of character.

One fmgular inftance of which, I will relate.

Ten or a dozen years fmce a gentleman of this

city, a man of genius and character, but per-

haps like myfelf, rather eccentric, was attacked

in the St. James's chronicle, it was a long fim-

ple letter, and therefore a prating old woman
of Bath,* laid it at my door, I was in London

when the letter was publifhed, and there I

read it, but fome parts being local, about tran-

fadtions at Bath Eafton Villa, I did not even

underftand it, for I pofitively declare I did not

then, nor do I now know the author of it.

Upon my return to Bath, 1 was informed the

gentleman it alluded to, was much exafperated,

and was preparing a two and fixpenny poetical

reply to it, I was alarmed, I own I dreaded to

find my hand fo near a lyon's mouth, and I

defired a friend therefore, who was intimately

know^n to the offended gentleman, to allure

him, that 1 was one of the public, who had

been highly entertained by his writings, and

therefore

* Mrs. R-
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therefore felt myfelf obliged to him ; and that

I did in the moft unequivocal manner, declare

myfelf an utter ftranger to the tranfaction, my
friend who delivered this meffage to the offend-

ed party, told me at the fame time, that my
name had been mentioned as • the author, and

as three months paffed without any notice be-

ing taken of my declaration, I had too much
reafon to fear it had not met with the credit

it ought, and I confefs it was three months

painful fufpence, for I knew the prefs was in

labour to chaftife the fuppofed author. How-

ever when the p'eevifh brat was born, it was laid

at the door of a Rev. Divine, who it feems had

been all that time under a much more painful

fufpenfe than I was, not that he was more

guilty, for he alfo was perfectly innocent ; but

he was in a bad ftate of health, and fo opprefi-

ed with nervous complaints, that his friends

thought it would kill him. However he pub-

lickly declared his innocence, and moft folemnly

affured the unjuftly offended poet, that he ne-

ver wrote a line relative to him, except an

elegant poetical compliment which he repub-

limed with his defence. The real author of

the nonfenfical letter, is to this day unknown.

I then became a fellow feeler, as well as a fel-

low fufferer with the Divine, and I aflifted

him
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him as well as I could, in every kind of news

paper reprifal which lay in my power, but be-

fore I left Bath to make my wandering tour

into Spain, I wrote the doubly and unjuftly

offended gentleman a letter, and therein again

aflured him, I did not write the foolifh letter

which had given him fo much offence, but

as he had kept me three months in hot water,

at a time he ought to have removed my anxie-

ty, and had wantonly attacked another inno-

cent man, I had made myfelf a partaker of his

injuries, and that I did write myfquibs9 crack-

ers and inuendoes afterwards ; I muft however

obferve, that the poetical reprifal, was full as

contemptible and defpicable as the profe ac-

cufation. * And now having told my garru-

lous ftories, as well as my age, hurry and opium

enabled me, I cannot look it over without

being reminded by the voice of our town

Bell-Man, how much my profe performance

refembles his, the Bell man's poetical addrefs

to

• If after the uDJuftly attacked clergyman had in the mod folemn

•_r declared his innocence, nay proved it, by republiihing the com-

plimentary verfes, the H df-Crown epiftle ftill appeared in the Book-

fellers windows in London^ though it were fupprefled at £ath, I (hall

not dread the: brfcterett mode of Jijfeffhn, the poet can devife, for hav-

ing told the tale, I have told it for truth fake, and to deter other wits

from leaping before they look, not from peribnai reilntment for I

rtel none.
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to his noble majlers and miftrcjfes. I therefore

like him, beg leave to return my inoft refpecl-

ful thanks to the many Noble matters and mif-

trefies, who have fo generoufly contributed to

enable me to defend my military character, fo

falfly attacked by a daring impoftor, and to

affure them, that I have caufed advertifements

to be inferted in the Jamaica Gazette, in hopes

of finding fome gentlemen ftill living in that

Ifland, who can atteft that Mr. Concannen, was

the unfortunate gentleman who commanded

me, and the foldiers in Spanifh River, more

than fifty years ago, and that he, not me, had

the fole command, and that James Mackittrick

is thefole per/on, either there or here, who has

dared to afiert the contrary; and I hereby

pledge myfelf, if I receive any information from

Jamaica on that fubjeft, whatever it be, to lay

it before the public in the St. James's Chronicle,

the inftant I receive it
;
provided it cornes from

a gentleman of character with his- real, not an

affumed name. If the ingenious Doctor now
imagines himfelf in poffeflion of the field of bat-

tle, much good may the laurels he has won do

him. I folemnly promife never to engage with

fuch a valiant champion again, nor ever to read

a line he writes, nor hear a word he puts forth,

during the remainder of my days, but as he

has
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has fo falfly fet forth a timid tranfaclion of my
youth, I will record a bold one of his, in his

old age. His own and only brother, who died

lately -at Winchefter, fent for him in his illnefs,

and left him and his fon, at his death, all he

had to leave, about a thoufand pounds. Upon
Doctor Adair1

s arrival to vifit his brother Dr.

Mackittrick, the well Doclor Adair, perceived

that the fick Doctor Mackittrick, could not

hauld it above a day or two ; Dr. Adair therefore

with that fpirit which he has in his cautions fo

itrongly recommended to his brethren, fent

immediately for the plumber to take meafure

for his brother's leaden doublet, but as the poor

man was as fenfible, as he was fick, his brother

would not treat him as a criminal is when he

is to be hung in chains, very humanely laid be- _

fore the plumber a fuit of the Doctor's old

cloathes, for meafure, however the goods came

home too fhort by the head, and the poor doc-

tor, thought not hung in chains, was buried

with a wry neck as if he had been a malefactor ?

This is not a wild Negroe Jlory, nor one with-

out head or tale, I pledge myfelf to produce a

Lady of fafhion and character, an inhabitant of

"Winchefter, and one who had much regard for .

the wry necked Doclor, who was fo {hocked at

this
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this inftance of fraternal affeclion, that fhe left

the town the day of the funeral, to avoid feeing

fo painful a proceffion.

But I have been fince told the furviving Doc-

tor Adair, fays that the dying Doctor Mackit-

trick, defired he might be " coffined asfoon as he

was dead, and buried as foon as he was cold." The

fpot where the departed brother's cold remains

lie in St. Michael's Church Yard, is marked from

the pen of the living brother thus, " Jn^'Mac-

kittrick, M. D. 1784." And as I dare fay the

living Doctor will caufe his remains to be laid

by the fide of his dear departed brother, I think

the following epitaph written by our Bell man
would not be amifs.

Here lie the bodies, blefs their Skill,

Of two Scots Brethren, of the Pill,

Pray Mr. Devil, have an eye to James,

Don't let him Nick you by changing names.

And now, that the turbulent fcene of life,

nay of life itfelf, is nearly over, I would not

have it thought that I confider myfelf fo much
an unfortunate, as an unlucky man ; I fet

out in life, without any patrimony, and

in ftruggling through it, I have obtained

that
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that which every man aims at, but few ac-

quire ; solitude and retirement, and have
not only been in poffeflion of for fome years,

but have been fenfible that it is the only line

in the laft ftage of life, where with a few
friends a man can find peace. The duplicity

of mankind; and the fatiety of enjoyments,

all tend to fhew, that even the fplendid fcenes

which furround the palaces of wealth and great

-

nefs, are never thought compleat, unlefs marked

by fome fhady Cave and the abode of an ima-

ginary Anchorite, nor is all the magnificence

cf Architecture difplayed in Temples, Columns,

and Porticoes, fullicient to adorn our modern

Kdcns, without the conirafted form of fome

humble Cot, where folitary fanctity might be

iiippofed to retire, for where is the man whofe

lot has been caft in the active fcenes of the

world, who has not often in the midft of them,

exclaimed with the prophet Jeremiah ; that

J had a place in the Wildermfil though there are

but few who have the refolution to obey the

impulfe which would guide them thither; fome

lurking paffion yet unfatiatcd; fome idle hope

yet unextinguiihed, fome natural weaknefs

yet unremoved, keeps molt men halting be-

tween the engagements or pleafures of life,

and the leifure of retirement, till it is too late.

Whether
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Whether I have found fiich a retreat, the reader

will be able to judge when he has read the fol-

lowing feeble attempt I have made, to defcribe

my humble Cabane, in the following letter to

a friend at Bruffells. I flatter myfelf he will

think I have, becaufe I can aflure him, it is

fome years that the fun has not fet upon it,

without my being prefent, and a fpectator of

the nobleft fi^ht of God's wonderful works.

xOU afk me, dear Sir., * to fend you a de-

fcrlprion of my delightful Hermitage; and though

your refidence in another kingdom, and my
defire to oblige you, urge me to attempt it,

yet I muft apprize you, that it is impoflible to

comply with your requeft.

Defcriptive writing is, of all others, even

with an able pen, the moft difficult, and though

I might fucceed a little in the defcription of

Montferrat, (an objeel fo Angularly novel,) yet

I feel myfelf utterly incapable to defcribe fuch

a fpot as this—a fpot fo fortunately placed, fo

irregularly marked, and a little improved by

my own hands. For when all is faid that can

Dd be

John GTarroll, Bart.
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be faid, the beft defcription would convey but

a very imperfect idea of the place.

Suppofe, for inftance, I had never feen your

beautiful daughter, and you were to write me
a particular defcription of her perfon, features,

&c. I could only conclude, that fhe is a very

charming and beautiful woman ; but yet I could

not know her when we met by that defcrip-

tion. If then, the feature of a human face or

perfon cannot be defcribed, how can the afpect

of hills, dales, wood-lands, inclofures, rivers,

buildings, &c. be otherwife delineated, than

with an able pencil, inftead of a pen ? and there-

fore I can only fay, that the fituation is inferior

to few fpots any where, that the tout enfemble

renders it in my eyes a little bijou, and obferve

that moil ftrangers are pleafed with it.

It commands a fouth-weft profpect, and hangs

on the fide of Lanfdown hills, and fo clofe

under a high tump to the north, that we are

perfectly flickered from the fevere winds of

that quarter, and in a great meafure from the

<eaft winds alfo; for though it is a quarter of

an hour's fteep walk from the weft end of the

Royal Crefcent in Bath, and commands juft

i'o much profpect that the eye can take in the

verdure,
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verdure, and no more, yet Lord Thurlow was

pleafed, in pleafantry, to name it Gully-Hall.

From my little ftudy window, however, I

look down upon Bath with that indifference,

which age, and a long knowledge of its con-

tents, or rather difcontents, have furnifhed

me, and with infinite pleafure on a mile and a

half of the^gentle Avon gliding down the vale,

and now and then, feeing the fwelling bofoms

of deep-laden barks freighted with merchan-

dize; which I confider as returning meflengers,

whom I have fent forth to fetch me Tea from

Afia, Sugar from America, Wine from France,

and Fruit from Portugal.

But to return to Gully-Hall; for when great

rains fall on the mountains which fo fhelter us

from the northern winds, yet they do not hin-

der a very rapid dream which fometimes tum-

bles down with mighty force indeed; but by-

being kindly attended to, and invited to take

a few turns between a variety of little breqfi-

works, with which the buxom valley is adorned,

I rather confider it an ornament than a defect;

though none of the bofoms on the banks are

barren, and fome yield a conftant ftream of the

pureft water, in or near Bath.

Dd 2 No
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No little fpot of ground can be more beau-

tifully irregular, broken, and divided, than

this dingle j and no wonder j for it is as GOD
formed it, and as He willed the ftately trees to

grow, which fhade it, and who caufes the

whole furface annually to be covered with the

primrofe, violet, and all the elder fillers of

the fpring. I have therefore taken a few fteps

about it, but with caution, to avoid difturbing

inch adorable marks of the founder of all

things vihble and invifible; and my eyes are

as often turned upwards as downwards, with

delight and gratitude, that fuch a walk, nar-

row and humble as it is, and limited as I am,

is to be my laft fcene on this fide the grave.

The infolence of a fellow who poffefTes more

land than manners or honefty, once drove me
out of this fequeftered made, and I fold it

to my youngeft fon ; the houfe I then left upon

it (if a houfe it could be called) he was pleafed

to improve, and now its front refembles Alder-

man Pudding's houfe, over againft the Pack-

Horfe on Turnham-Green, and therefore the

inclofed drawing is Iketched from a point, in

which only a bit of the houfe is feen, peeping

through the trees. You will fee however, the

hermit's hut, built on the lide of the dingle,

at which we chiefly refide in the fummer.

So
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So much for a little art and nature:—but I

muft inform you, that from the great quantity

of broken urns which were turned up, where-

ever we opened the ground, on a little lawn

which overhangs the dingle, I was led to fuf-

pecl: this to be the fpot where the Romans bu-

ried their dead, when they inhabited Bath;
and upon deeper enquiries, I found my conjec-

ture eftabliflied beyond a doubt. But unfor-

tunately the Saxons, or fome fucceeding race,

made the fame ufe of it, fo that I have never

met with a perfect urn, but thoufands of their

fragments, and many of the convex ftones

which covered the tops of the urns to prevent

the incumbent mould from mixing with the

afhes of the dead.

Three ftone coffins have been dug up, two

Saxon, and one Roman; the latter had the

body in it, quite perfect, and fome of the flefh

on the fkull. It had been covered with a pic-

kle, which preferved it.

Faft fixed (and never more to move) on the

fide of my hermit's hut, is fecured the body

of my old Wandering Shaife; and on an old

decayed oak, which grows through the roof of

the
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the kitchen, the following lines are engraven

on the rind, as a memento to Man :

—

" Stranger, kneel here, to age due homage pay

!

When fiift Eliza held Britannia's fway

My growth began :—the fame illuftrious mom,

Joy to the hour, was gallant Sydney born.

Sydney, the darling of Arcadia's fwains,

Sydney, the terror of the martial plains,

He peiilh'd tarly ; I juft (laid behind

An hundred years, and lo ! my clefted rind,

My wither'd boughs, foretell deltru£Hon nigh.

We all are mortal ;—Oaks and Heroes die.

Near a rude arch, on all lides embraced with

the twilled eglantine, is a perforated rock-

ftone, from which conftantly runs a fmall

ftream of the pureft water imaginable, that

falls into a Saxon coffin dug up hard by ; from

the length and narrownefs of which I have

difpofed myfelf to believe the body which I

found in it to be that of a beautiful Saxon vir-

gin ; fo that inftead of being hurt with the

idea of its original ufe, it is become only a me-

mento of what we muft all come to. And
who knows

1

but " fome kindred fpirit" may,

a thoufand years hence, make the fame ufe of

my departed daughter's coffin ; which alas !

lies hard by, and in clofe contact with the old

Roman knight's mentioned above, which is to

receive what remains of myfelf.

Now
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Now do not wonder! for I muft inform

you, that fome years fince 1 had fcooped out a

cave on the fide of the dingle, under the

fpreading roots of an afh tree, and turned a

rude arch in front of it ; and there placed, cut

in relief, the head of that wonderful genius

Thomas Chatterton, with the following

lines beneath it.

" Sacred to the Memory ofTHOMAS CHATTERTON,
Unfortunate Boy

!

Short and Evil were thy Days,

But the Vigour of thy Genius (hall immortalize Thee.

Unfortunate Boy

!

Poorly waft Thou accommodated,

During thy Short Sojourning among us.

Thou lived'ft unnoticed,

But thy Fame fhall never die.n

Since which, the long, painful, and hope-

lefs illnefs of my daughter, which had worn

her down to death, and her parents to luch a

deep forrow, that the idea of the proceflion

of removing her remains down the hill feemed

to us but one remove lefs painful than that fa-

tal remove between life and death ; and

therefore, as fhe was virtuous, dutiful, and

not void of fome genius, we have depolited

her body beneath the only monumental Hone

raifed in Britain to the greateft Genius Britain,

or
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or perhaps any other nation under the fun, has

produced : apologizing, however, for fo bold

a ftep, by the following beautiful lines from

Pope, and fulfilling, in fome meafure, the of-

ferings propofed

:

" What tho' no facred eaith afford thee room,

" Nor hallow'd dirge be mutter'd o'er thy tomb

;

" Yet fhall thy grave with rifing flow'rs be dreft,

" And the green turf lie lightly on thy bread.

" Here fhall the morn her earlieft tears beftow,

" Here the firfl rofes of the year fhall blow
;

" While angels with their filver wings o'erffiade

" The ground now facred by thy reliques maie."

Since which, fome (unknown) admirer of

my daughter publifhed in one of the Morning

Papers, the following lines, which he modeftly

terms ' Elegiac Lines' offered to her memory.

They were too flattering to be neglected, and

therefore on the model of the Lyons Taitrobo-

Iiu?n, which guards the unhallowed fpot, they

likewife are impreffed, and are as follows

:

" Reader, if Youth fhould fparkle in thine eye,

" If on thy cheek the flow'r of Beauty blows,

" Here fhed a tear, and heave the penfive figh,

" Where Beauty, Youth, and Innocence, repofe.

u Doth Wit adorn thy mind, doth Science pour

" It's ripen'd bounties on thy vernal ytar ?

" Behold, where death has cropt the plenteous flore !

" And heave the figh, and fhed the penfivt tear.

" Does A'lufick's dulcet notes dwell on thy tongue,

" And do thy fingers fweep the founding lyre ?

« Behold
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" Behold, where low Ihe lies! who fweetly fung

" The melting drains a Cherub might infpire.

*' Of Youth, of Beauty, then, be vain no more,

" Of Mufick's power, of Wit, and Learning's prize,

" For while yon read, thefe charms mry all be o'er,

" And a!k to (hare the grave where Anna lies."

I cannot, however, quit this melancholy

iubject, without mentioning an accidental ob-

ject, which, on a fuperftitious mind, might

operate very forcibly. The workmen, in turn-

ing this rude arch, put by the ftones unhewn,

in the moft irregular manner
;
yet it fo hap-

pened, that two whitifh ftones, fomething of

a baftard alabafter kind, were fo laid, \\\aXjince

my daughter's death, and the place becoming

more an object of ferious attention, I perceived

that thofe ftones, at a certain oblique point of

view, offer a very ftriking figure of a winged

angel, and confequently are now emblematical

of the lines, which almoft touch the " filver

f* wings" of this natural piece of fculpture.

It is a plealing idea and no unnatural one, I

hope, (however it may favour of Popery) to

fuppofe that there are an hoft of faints and

angels offering up their prr.yers to GOD in

behalf of departed fpirits. Surely then the

inhabitants of an hermitage may fo far join in

the prayers or faith of the Catholic Church,

that
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that however divided we are here, as to parti-

cular points of faith, that by their interceflion

we may all meet hereafter : for alas ! I fear

there is little probability of you and I meeting

here.

I am, dear Sir,

&c. &c.

P. S. Dr. Young, author of the Night

Thoughts, being introduced where I was on a

vifit in London, he attracted the attention of

all the company, but in a particular manner

that of an elderly lady, who was fo aftonifhed

to find him a cheerful lively old man, inftead

of the gloomy being me had conceived him to

be, that fhe could not help exprefling to him

her agreeable furprife. " O Madam," replied

the Doctor) " there is much difference between

writing and talking
:*'

So, that you may not conclude me alto-

gether loft in forrow and fadnefs, I muft give

you the epitaph on one of my fellow travel-

lers. He.was a very honed fellow, as the fol-

lowing lines will teftify :

Tf.»K
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True to his mailer, gen'rous, brave,

His friend, companion, not his flave

;

Fond without fawning, frill the fame,

When fortune fmil'd, or when the dame,

Led the poor Wanderer fuch a dance,

An exile fad, thro' Spain and France.

Blufh then, ye human fons of b s,

Who fawn on rafcals for their riches,

Yet grudge the tribute of a tear,

To the poor dog which {lumbers here.

Mrs. Thicknesse, who prefents her com-

pliments to you and your's, calls out " Pray

put me in, for I am afraid I mail die foon." S#

I repeated to her the following Epigram

:

My fickly fpoufe, with many a figh,

Oft tells me " Philly, T (hall die."

I griev'd ; but recollecting (trait,

'Twere bootlefs to contend with fate ;—
So resignation to Heaven's will,

Prepar'd me for fucceeding ill.

'Twas well i t did ;—for on my life,

'Twas Heaven's will to /pare my wife.

You will conclude, my dear fir, that a fpot

which is fo refpectable for modem as well as an-

cient endowments, and which is to be farther en-

riched with kindred ajhes, will not be left liable

to the precarious difpofal of an auctioneer's

wooden hammer :—No, fir ; if no child of

cur's
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of our's furvive us to enjoy it, it fhall devolve

to a mod refpe&able Gentlemen of Bath, or

to his heirs; a Gentleman, with whom I ne-

ver ate or drank, and for reafons he, or they,

will then know ; but which I will carry to the

grave with me.

»

The following lines, which are in a little re-

cefs at the foot-path gate, are too applicable to

be omitted, though they may be rather out of

place :

Here let Time's creeping winter fiied

His hoary fnow around my head
;

And while I feel, by flow degrees,

My fluggard blood wax chill and freeze,

Let thought unveil to my fix'd eye

The fcenes of deep Eternity
;

Till life diffolving at the view,

I wake ! and find thofe vifions true.

St. Catherine's Hermitage,

Feb. ift. 1786.

Since
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* Since the preceding Sketch has been print-

ed off, the following Impromptu, written by

the ingenious Mr. Tasker has appeared in

the European Magazine ; and I own I am too

much pleafed with the compliment paid to

the C)uick and the Dead, to omit it on that

account. So, by way of Codicil to my Let-

ter, I add that, and the Hermit's Prayer.

If breath of mortal fame can pleafure yield

To fhadesof Genius in Elyfian field
;

— Spirit of injur'd Chatterton ! rejoice,

And hear of fame the late applauding voice !

Chill penury deprefs'd thy Mufe of fire,

And Suicide's rude hand unfitting thy lytc. i ,\

Tho' all the Mufes fmiPd upon thy birth,

And fhew'd thee as a prodigy on earth

;

JLo ! fuch the hard conditions of thy fate !

Living defpis'd, lamented when too late :

Thy thread of life (by too fevere a doom)

Was early cut, e'en in thy youthful bloom,

Nor was thy name yet honour'd with a tomb.

O Chatterton ! if thou mayh'ft deign to fmile

On one recefs of thine ungrateful ifle;

Supprefs a-while thy juft indignant rage..

And view well pleas'd the Wanderer's Hermitage ;

There thy delighted eye at lafl may fee

The grateful monument arife to thee :

One worthy individual thusfupply'd

What all thy boafted patrons have deny'd.

THE
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THE

HERMIT'S PRAYER,

VJXOD of my Life, who numbereft my days,

teach me to meet, with gratitude or patience,

the good or ill which the tide of time fhall float

down upon me ; but never, O God, I humbly

befeech Thee, withdraw from me thofe native

fpirits which have been the cheering companions

of my exiftence, and have fpread a gliding even

upon my misfortunes.

Continue to me, O God of Life, thofe pow-

ers, that I may view with rapture the inex-

hauftible Volume of Nature, which Thou

haft fpread before mine eyes ; in every page of

which, I read the impreflion of thy omnipotent

hand.

It
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It is with inexpreflible concern that I now find myfelf under the Ne-

ceffity of adding to the above Defcription, to my paradifmcal Abode;

the following Advertifement, but I have lived to perceive, that two

Events are not very remote, and if either of them happen in my Life,

it will render my Refidence here, incompatible with my fcanty Income.

ADVERTISEMENT.
On the 15th of JUNE, 1789, will be Sold by Audion, St. CATHE-

RINE'S HERMITAGE, near Bath. For further Particulars, en-

quire of Mr. Fores, Bookfeller, in Piccadilly; or of Mr. Plura,

Auctioneer, at Bath.
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i- HAT I may finifli this motley performance

with a tail piece, to tally with the occafional in-

troduction ; I will do it by congratulating my
country men under the prefent melancholy

condition of the Sovereign, that the Prince his

fon is veiled, though imperfectly, with that re-

gal power which is not only due to his Royal

Highne.ss's birth, but confiftent alfo to his

Princely Endowments.

It feldom falls to the lot of any Kingdom, to

fee a Prince at the head of it, who has mixed

with mankind, and thereby gathered that

worldly knowledge which cannot be taught in

private, as it is to be obferved, when that has

happened, it has proved fortunate to the peo-

ple lb governed. The education of Princes in

general, is fo different from that of private

gentlemen, that when they poflefs power it is

often without fufficient knoweldge to exercife

it
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it with judgment ; and then, fome bold dar-

ing minifter wrefts the Sceptor in a manner
from his hands. Did the people imagine from

the late violence, the two parties conducted

themfelves before the Regency was fettled,

arofe purely from a defire to promote the wel-

fare of the ftate ? if they did, they were egre-

gioufly miftaken, I doubt not by a few good

men on both fides, were fo actuated, but at

fuch times, it is particularly neceuary to keep

a watchful eye upon the molt clamourous, and

more particularly on fuch men who endeavour

to be thought better than their neighbours, as they

are in general fomewhat worfe.

A drunken man is always acting the part of

a fober one, and a man may be as much intoxi-

cated with power, as with wine, and not only

think himfelf upon an equality with his Prince,

but unguarded enough to avow it publickly.

A Nation governed as this has, is, I hope al-

ways will be governed, fince the glorious re-

volution, fliould never veft too much power

in the hands of fuch arrogant men ; it is a

foolifh wifdom fays Mr. Hume " which is fo

" carefully difplayed, in unvaluing Prinses,

" and puting them upon a level with the mean-

" eft of mankind ; thoush it be true, that an

E e " Anatomift
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" Anatomift finds no differencejm the greateft

" Monarch, than in the loweft day labourer or

" peafant, for what do all thefe reflections tend

" to ? we all of us ftill retain thefe prejudices in

" favor of high birth, and family, and in our feri-

" ous occupations, and moft carelefs amufe-

" ments, can never get rid of them." It is

for the welfare of fo ciety it fhould be fo, and

we may juftly pronounce fuch men who deli-

ver fentiments contrary to it unworthy of

power, nay dangerous to be trufted with it.

The fubjecl who declares himfelf equal to his

Prince, would become his fuperior if he could.

It is a matter of very little confequence who is

prime minifter in fuch a Kingdom as this, if

the fovereign be a man of fenfe, and though I

have long fince ceafed to entertain any very

high opinion of Mr. Fox further than of his

parliamentary Knowledge, yet were that to hap-

pen here, which did happen two thoufand years

ago, at Athens, between Eschines and Demost-

henes, I mould not wonder if he were to do,

as the victorious ftatefman did there, who hav-

ing by his fuperior eloquence caufed his com-

petitor to be exiled, followed him privately,

foothed him with topicks of confolation, and

offered him money to confole him under his

misfortunes, whereupon the banifhed ftatefman

exclaimed,
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exclaimed, alas ! with what regret do I leave a

country, and my fellow citizens ; where my
very enemies are fo generous.

If what Mr. Sheridan declared in the houfe,

and which ftands uncontradicted be true, may

we not fay with Sir John Harrington.

Ferro, non auro, •uitam cernamus utrique,

Vot nevelit, telmt regnare bora quidve feratfors.

Try me with glittering words, not glittering Gold,

. Which of us tivo, the highest seat shall hold.

E C 2
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1- HE Author, unable to bear the imputation

of having fhamefully fled from his colours, as

fully charged by the daring impoftor, put

forth the dedication prefixed to this book, as

ibon as it was printed ; and the following paper

was laid at the bookfellers by its fide, a paper

which needs no comments, for he is the man,

who thus has replied to a charge brought

againft him, for writing, printing, and fecretly

publifhing, a falfe, fcurrilous and wicked un-

truth. I know not which of the two to defpife

mod, whether the worthlefs author, or the un-

grateful printer.

" Doctor Adair has been lately informed that

Mr. Meyler has exhibited for the amufement

of his cuftomers a dedication worthy of the illite-

rate and malignant driveller who publifhed it.

A— has not read it, nor will he, until it is

prefixed to that precious morfel of biography,

the fpeedy publication of which Thickneffe, has

announced
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announced in his mumping fubfcription adver-

tifement, though the dunce has been a hackney

fcribler/cr half a century, yet his letter to A

—

exhibits in every page fuch grofs ignorance of

grammar and even of orthography as would

difgrace a footman or a cook-maid, A— there-

fore^advife (fas eft ab horte doceri) that as he has

quarrelled with his old friend C—s, whom he

formerly employed to correct his blunders, he

would put his M. S. into the hands of fome

perfon who is qualified to tranflate his jargon

into tolerable Englifh, and that in his narrative

he will tell the whole truth, and nothing but the

truth, otherwife one of his grub ftreet brethren

will certainly be employed to publifh a cheap

edition of his life embelliflied with genuine

anecdotes, and explanatory annotations. It is

expected that Mr. M. will evince his impartia-

lity by allowing this paper a place on his Ihop

table."

March 14th.

ERRATA.
The Author is in his Seventieth Year and never pretended to

be an accurate Writer.

T HE END.
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